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By Courteney Jacob
The Country Today

W
ith many con-
cerned about 
the security of 

the U.S. food supply chain 
as COVID-19 continues 
to spread, the local food 
movement has increasingly 
been in the spotlight.

That goes too for farms 
offering community supported 
agriculture, which saw height-
ened demand when stay-at-home 
orders went into place, causing 
many CSAs to sell out of shares 
weeks ahead of schedule.

Cattail Organics near Athens 
in Marathon County; Oxheart 
Farm near Hager City across the 
river from Red Wing, Minn.; and 
Raleigh’s Hillside Farm near 
Evansville in southern Wisconsin 
each sold out of their shares of 
produce for this growing sea-
son well ahead of schedule, and 
they’re far from alone.

“There is so much to love 
about CSAs, and these factors are 
just underscored by this pandem-

ic,” said Carrie Sedlak, execu-
tive director for FairShare CSA 
Coalition, noting that farmers are 
adapting in a variety of ways to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Still, despite many farms 
expanding their CSAs from the 
previous year or allowing more 
members to join this season than 
they initially intended, there’s 
more interest than most CSA 
farms can satisfy.

“There’s absolutely more de-
mand than we could meet,” said 
Lauren Rudersdorf of Raleigh’s 
Hillside Farm, which typically 
delivers to 400 customers but still 
sold out of shares a month earlier 
than usual.

Contributing to that demand 
increase is an influx of new CSA 
members.

“Once the state shut down, 
people started joining CSAs who 
hadn’t been in CSAs traditional-
ly,” said Kat Becker, who offers 
a three-season CSA at Cattail 
Organics and regularly delivers 
80 boxes a week among 125-135 
shareholders during the main 
season.

With the surge in interest from 
COVID-19, now is CSAs’ “time 
to shine,” said Emmet Fisher of 
Oxheart Farm.

For many of those new mem-
bers, this year might be their first 
experience working within the 
CSA model, which sees boxes 
of seasonal produce provided 
to shareholders for pick up on a 
regular basis (weekly, every other 
week, etc.) at neighborhood sites 
or the farm itself during the grow-
ing season.

Some new names this year may 
also be former CSA members 
who have decided to rejoin one or 
regular farmers’ market attendees 
deciding to take their support of 
local farmers to another level.

While the increase in interest 
can be a boon for CSA farms, 
especially for those who are able 
to convert at least a small portion 
of wholesale that might otherwise 
go to currently shuttered restau-
rants to CSA shares, farms also 
want to make sure that new CSA 
members know about the invest-
ment they’re making upfront and 
are sure that CSA is the right fit 
for them.

Some people find that they love 
the way CSAs are set up and the 
variety of produce they get over a 
season, Becker said, while others 
find the concept more challenging 
to work within.

SOLD OUT
Community supported agriculture  

sees interest spike, new members join

Submitted photo

CSAs provide a reliable source of assorted produce, such as this from Cattail Organics in Marathon County, 
to members during the growing season.

By Patti See
Special to The Country Today

I click on the article “Want to 
Fall in Love with Your Partner 
Again? Science Says to Ask 
Them These 36 Questions” for 
the same reason I’m wearing 

pajama pants at noon on a 
Tuesday: I’m abiding by 
safer at home.

For much of his career, 
social psychologist Dr. 
Arthur Aron’s research 
focused on the science 
of love. His 1993 study 
“The Experimental 

Generation of Interpersonal Close-
ness” explored whether intimacy 
could be developed between two 
strangers. One group of participants 
simply made small talk with a 
partner; the other group asked each 
other 36 questions that became in-
creasingly more personal. For what 
in your life do you feel most grate-
ful? If you could wake up tomorrow 
having gained any one quality or 
ability, what would it be? Is there 
something that you’ve dreamed of 
doing for a long time? Why haven’t 
you done it? Share an embarrassing 
moment.

Thirty-six questions

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

Efforts to get COVID-19 relief 
funds in the hands of farmers 
continue to progress, according to 
Wisconsin Department of Agricul-
ture, Trade and Consumer Pro-
tection interim Secretary Randy 
Romanski, though maybe not as 
quickly as many 
in the agriculture 
industry would like.

Gov. Tony Evers 
said May 12 during 
the Professional 
Dairy Producers of 
Wisconsin’s Dairy 
Signal webinar that 
he hoped an an-
nouncement on how 
funding provided by the CARES 
Act would be distributed would be 
announced in a day or two.

However, during the May 14 
Board of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection meeting, 
Romanski said meetings about the 
funding were still ongoing.

“We’ve fielded inquiries from 
organizations representing farmers 
... and had discussions about how 
an aid package would be deliv-
ered, how quickly an aid package 
could be delivered and what is the 
best way to get dollars into the 
hands of farmers,” Romanski said. 
“What the delivery method would 
look like, there have been a variety 
of mechanisms that have been 
proposed.

“From the governor’s perspec-
tive and from ours and what we’ve 
heard from the industry, we would 
like to see the dollars get out as 
quickly as possible.”

The first stage of federal fund-
ing for COVID-19 relief included 
$1.9 billion from CARES Act 
funding. That money was initially 
itemized in response to needs in 
the health care industry, but came 
with limited federal guidance, 
Romanski said, leaving the state 
scrambling to figure out how the 
money can be spent.

“From the very beginning, the 
governor, realizing the challenges 
agriculture was facing as a result 
of COVID-19 response, indicated 
that he was supportive of using a 
portion of that funding to provide 
assistance to the agriculture indus-
try,” Romanski said. “The gover-
nor has been engaged with us in 
conversations with the agriculture 
industry to determine how best to 
do that.”

COVID-19 
relief 
questions 
remain

Romanski
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See win 

WNA awards

The Country Today won 

two awards in the annual 

Wisconsin Newspaper As-

sociation Foundation Better 

Newspaper Contest.

Winners in the 2019 

contest were announced 

Friday.

Patti See took first place 

in the local column cate-

gory for her pieces about 

her “septic guy,” snapping 

turtle eggs in her yard and 

a fish fry in Chippewa Falls. 

See is a freelance writer 

from Lake Hallie in Chippe-

wa County.

The Country Today staff 

reporter Nate Jackson 

won second place in the 

environmental reporting 

category about a Corps of 

Engineers pilot program in 

Lake Pepin.
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