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By Dan Holtz

Leader-Telegram staff

T
his week’s rain and snow-
melt have kept city and 
county road and street 

crews very busy.

“The localized flooding is the main issue,” 
Eau Claire County Highway Commissioner 
Jon Johnson said Thursday.

“If you can’t get the flooded spots cleaned 
up, then you get frozen spots when the tem-
peratures get colder,” he said.

Crews have been breaking up ice on the 
sides of roads and using graders where there’s 
ponding to get water flowing, Johnson said.

“We’ve got (flooded) spots popping up 
quite a bit,” he said. “The eastern part of the 
county is a little worse.”

Recent snowfalls have been a bit heavier 
in the Augusta area. That has led to more 
drifting and snow at the edges of roads in that 
area, Johnson said.

Flooding has not resulted in any road clo-
sures in Eau Claire County, he said.

“The worst areas have about two inches of 
water across the road, and we’ve been using 
warning lights and signage in those areas,” 
Johnson said. “But there’s not been enough 
water to stall a car out.”

In the city of Eau Claire, as many as 50 
employees a day have been devoting their 
time this week to clearing snow and ice from 
storm sewer catch basins to prevent water 
from ponding on streets, Eau Claire’s streets 
maintenance manager Steven Thompson said.

“We have been putting in 15-hour days to 
clear the catch basins, and we have been able 
to stay ahead of it,” he said.

City crews annually clear ice and snow 

from storm sewer catch basins, but this win-
ter has been exceptional, Thompson said.

“It’s always something we’ve had to do but 
not with the resources and staff we’ve used 
the last four days,” he said.

City crews have used steamers, end loaders 
and skid steers to clear the catch basins. Pick 
axes and shovels have also been used by some 
employees, Thompson said.

“It’s good exercise. I was doing it (Wednes-
day),” he said.

If he could pick his weather for the next 
several days, Johnson would shoot for cloudy 
skies and highs in the mid to upper 30s.

“A slow melt is the best,” he said.
Besides flooded streets and roads, the rain 

and snowmelt have also caused a problem 
with potholes.

County crews are tending to potholes when 
they can, Johnson said.

“It’s real bad,” he said. “Unfortunately, 
we’ve not been able to get to that because of 
the flooding.”

With the rain out of the way, Thompson 
will put more city employees on pothole duty 
today than there were on the rainy days of 
Wednesday and Thursday.

“When it’s raining, the water gets in there 
and blows the (patching) material right back 
out,” he said.

Following last weekend’s snowstorm, the 
National Weather Service was predicting 1.25 
inches of rain to fall in Eau Claire between 
Tuesday and Thursday, said Alexandra Keclik, 
a meteorologist with the agency’s office in 
Chanhassen, Minn.

As of noon Thursday, 0.82 of an inch of rain 
had fallen in Eau Claire this week, she said.

The weekend appears to have minimal 
chances for precipitation with highs in the 
mid to upper 30s, Keclik said.

Contact: 715-833-9207, dan.holtz@ecpc.com

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers 
said Thursday that the state bud-
get he proposed is “pretty close” 
to not raising taxes, even though 
it would increase them by $1.3 
billion over two 
years.

Evers, in an 
interview on 
WTMJ radio, said 
that there “may 
be some small tax 
increases.” The 
comments drew an 
incredulous reac-
tion from Republi-
can legislative leaders.

“Is this a joke?” Senate Ma-
jority Leader Scott Fitzgerald 
tweeted. “The governor’s budget 
contains over $1 billion in tax 
hikes after he told Wisconsin 
voters he planned to not raise 
taxes at all.”

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos 
tweeted that it was indisputable 
Evers wants to raise taxes and, 
“It’s unfortunate that (Evers) 
can’t even admit it.”

Evers promised during the 
campaign not to raise taxes, only 
to then put forward a budget that 
would raise the gas tax and some 
vehicle registration fees and 
reduce tax credits available to 
manufacturers and wealthier tax 
filers with capital gains.

In total, taxes and fees would 
increase by about $1.3 billion un-
der his plan, based on an analysis 
by the nonpartisan Wisconsin 
Policy Forum.

Evers was asked during Thurs-
day’s interview about his cam-
paign pledge not to raise taxes.

“We’re pretty close, to be 
honest with you,” he said, before 
adding that there may be “some 
small tax increases.”

His spokeswoman, Melissa Bal-
dauff, said Evers’ point was that 
the impact of any tax increase on 
most people would be small. An 
independent analysis of Evers’ 
budget and the impact on taxpay-
ers is pending from the nonparti-
san Legislative Fiscal Bureau.

Baldauff defended his pro-
posals, saying Evers wants the 
money to invest in the state’s 
priorities such as roads, schools 
and health care while also cut-
ting income taxes for the middle 
class.

“The governor’s budget pro-
duces a fairer and more progres-
sive tax system where tax relief 
is broadly shared instead of nar-
rowly concentrated for certain 
filers,” Baldauff said.

In the radio interview, Evers 
described himself as a pragmatist 
and said he believes he can reach 
a deal with Republicans to pass 
and sign a budget close to the 
June 30 deadline.

“I have no animosity, but I also 
understand the need to huff and 
puff and that happens on both 
sides,” he said. “That’s unfortu-
nately the way it works.”

Republicans have said they 
expect to reject much of what 
Evers is proposing as they work 
on a budget they can support. 
In addition to opposing the tax 
increases, Republicans have spo-
ken against increasing funding 
for special education by $600 
million as Evers wants, legaliz-
ing medical marijuana, freezing 
enrollment in private voucher 
schools and expanding Medicaid.
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proposed 
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Governor says state 
budget proposal is 
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raising taxes

Taking it to 
the streets 
Rain, snowmelt keep road 
crews hopping this week

Staff photo by Steve Kinderman

Water covers the roadway Thursday on Carson Park Drive in Eau Claire. Recent rains and snow-
melt have impacted travel throughout the region.

By Samantha West

Leader-Telegram staff

All candidates vying for 
seats on the Eau Claire 
school board 
this spring 
acknowledge 
that changing 
school bound-
aries proves to 
be a difficult 
decision — for 
any board, for 
any district.

But the four 
candidates — 
incumbents 
Aaron Harder 
and Eric Torres 
and challeng-
ers Tim Nordin 
and Erica 
Zerr — don’t 
agree on how 
the district 
is currently 
handling a pro-
posal to shutter 
Roosevelt 
Elementary 
and re-purpose 
it into a center 
for 4-year-old 
kindergarten 
programming.

The can-
didates, who 
are running 
for a total of 
three at-large seats on the 
board in the April 2 elec-
tion, squared off at a forum 
Thursday night at Chippewa 
Valley Technical College. 
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