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By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — As 
Phyllis Lauderdale and Fred 
Hitz of Bloomer sat on their 
deck at the Duncan Creek 
Campground on Monday, they 
agreed they were lucky they 
didn’t lose more in a flood at the 
site on April 18.

Hitz, 90, said the water came 
within about two inches of their 
camper. Their gazebo floated 
away.

“The deck moved about 5½ 
feet,” Hitz said.

Lauderdale pointed out 
the camper adjacent to theirs 
was just set onto the grounds, 
replacing one that got washed 
away.

“We just missed our camper 
being ruined,” Lauderdale said.

Over the weekend, they pur-
chased new material to repair 
their damaged entryway.

“We are trying to get every-
thing back the way it was,” Lau-
derdale said. “Everyone is doing 
the best they can to get their 
campers back in place.”

Lauderdale said they’ve had 
a camper on the grounds for 
19 years, and she is stunned 
by how good the campground 

looks just six weeks after the 
flooding.

“It’s 100 percent better; there 
is still work, but it’s much bet-
ter,” Lauderdale said.

Campgrounds co-owner An-
nie Williams said that about 40 
people participated in a massive 
cleanup effort on April 28, haul-

ing out the damaged campers 
and all the debris that washed 
into Duncan Creek. Williams 
is elated that the grounds are 
returning to looking like they 
did before the flood.

“We cleaned up the banks of 
the neighbors down the creek,” 
Williams said. “People are get-
ting back to normal. They just 
got the OK this weekend to put 
their campers back in. One was 
hauled in over the weekend, one 
is coming next weekend, and 
one will be (Monday night).”

Williams said it was a signifi-
cant cleanup effort by everyone 
who stays at the campsite.

“They hauled that camp-
er out (of the creek) in one 
piece, brought it up here (to 
my house), onto our driveway,” 
Williams said. “They broke it 
up and put it away. They had a 
caravan of vehicles going up the 
hill, getting the campers out.”

duncan Creek Campground bounces 
back after mid-april flooding
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An empty campsite remains at the Duncan Creek Campground in 
the town of Tilden, after flooding damaged a dozen of the sites in 
April. The campground rebounded, and several new campers have 
been brought in to replace those lost in the flooding.

NEW YORK (AP) — 
James Holzhauer, the 
trivia whiz who dominated 
“Jeopardy!” this spring, isn’t 
invincible after all.

The game show’s 32-time 
champion lost for the first 
time in an episode that aired 
on Monday, falling short of 
records for total winnings 
and longest reign, but still 
making an argument that 
he’s the best to ever play 
television’s most popular 
game.

The professional sports 
gambler from Las Vegas 
ended his run by high-fiving 
the woman who beat him, 
Chicago librarian Emma 
Boettcher.

“I really felt like I had 
been playing with house 
money, so I wasn’t too upset 
to see my run end,” Holz-
hauer said in an email in-
terview. He said he ran into 
“a terrific opponent playing 
flawlessly.”

End of 
the line
‘Jeopardy!’ champ 
James Holzhauer 

isn’t invincible 
after all

Associated Press

In this May 2 file photo, 
“Jeopardy!” sensation James 
Holzhauer speaks after being 
presented with a key to the 
Las Vegas Strip in Las Vegas.
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By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

The Eau Claire school board did not, 
as expected, make a decision Monday 
night on potential elementary school 
boundary changes.

Instead, the board voted 3-2 to send 
the measure back to its Demographic 
Trends and Facility Planning Commit-
tee to spell out how possible boundary 
changes would affect district families 
before returning to the full board at its 
next meeting on July 22.

Board member Joe Luginbill made the 
motion to send the boundary change 
proposal back to the committee instead 
of voting on a plan recommended by the 
panel that calls for boundary changes at 
seven elementary schools in the north-
ern part of the district.

Joining Luginbill, the previous board 
president, in supporting the motion 
were Aaron Harder and Charles Vue. 
Voting no were Lori Bica and Tim 
Nordin. Board president Eric Torres and 
Laurie Klinkhammer were absent.

After more than a year of discussing 
the issue and holding multiple public 
listening sessions, the demographic 
committee’s recommended plan would 
require an estimated 275 students to 
change schools and affect families with 
children attending Roosevelt, Sherman, 

Lakeshore, Longfellow, Sam Davey, 
Locust Lane and Northwoods schools 
beginning in the 2020-21 school year.

But Luginbill pointed out that in the 
only previous redistricting vote during 
his four years on the board — in 2017 — 
members and the community had more 
detailed information about how the plan 
would be implemented and its impact 
on families.

While such matters are difficult for 
families, “one of the things that helps 
is for people to know — up or down 
— where they stand and to not have 
ambiguity,” Luginbill said.

He asked the committee to outline 
every aspect of the plan, including what 
students, if any, might be grandfathered 
in to attending their current elementary 
schools.

“I feel we can mitigate many other 
future potential challenges if we go for-
ward with a decision with complete and 
total clarity on all fronts,” Luginbill said.

Nordin, however, responded, “I don’t 
know that it’s fair to ask families who 
have waited since October to wait an-
other six weeks.”

While Nordin said he doesn’t know 
that his ultimate vote will please Roo-
sevelt families who he complimented 
for their strong advocacy, he added, “I 
think we owe them their Monday nights 
back.”

A key aspect of the recommended 
plan is that it keeps Roosevelt open. 
The committee originally had recom-
mended that Roosevelt be shuttered 
and repurposed into a center for 
4-year-old kindergarten, as the district 
had a need for additional space for that 
programming, and could’ve redistrib-
uted the students to other north side 
elementary schools that had space 
— including Sam Davey, Northwoods, 
Lakeshore, Longfellow, Locust Lane and 
Sherman.

But that recommendation sparked 
anger and frustration from Roosevelt 
parents, who lamented the possibility 
of losing their beloved neighborhood 
school after previous district promis-
es to update and improve the school’s 
facilities.

The proposal that called for closing 
Roosevelt was the cheapest of three 
major options considered by the com-
mittee, with a cost between $17.5 million 
and $21 million, according to district 
projections.

A second option, which involved 
retaining Roosevelt as an elementary 
school and expanding the facility to 
accommodate enrollment while com-
ing up with another plan to address 4K 
needs, was projected to cost $46 million 
to $51.9 million.

EC school board delays 
boundary decision

Committee asked to spell out effects on families
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Signs supporting Roosevelt School are displayed Monday at the corner of Folsom and Eleventh streets in Eau Claire. View more 
photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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