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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

St. Francis Food 
Pantry had a 
problem.

Like many nonprofit 
organizations during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Eau 
Claire pantry in March found 
itself losing volunteers while 
still trying to fill a critical 
need in the community.

Recognizing that hunger is 
not something that was going 
to go away during a health 
and economic crisis, pantry 
officials responded by com-
pletely changing the frequen-
cy and method they deliver 
groceries to the roughly 500 
families served by the agency.

The organization went 
from a weekly format in 
which clients “shop” for their 
own groceries at the pantry 
to a system that involves cli-
ents picking up a large to-go 
order once a month.

“The problem is there 
were so many bodies coming 
through our building, both 
clients and volunteers, so we 
had to alter our approach,” 
said pantry treasurer Sue 
Ellen Kowieski, referring 
to recommendations about 
social distancing and gather-
ing sizes.

Part of that shift hap-
pened naturally when the 
pantry’s roster of 50 to 75 
regular volunteers, 90% of 
whom are over 70 and thus 
in a high-risk category for 
potential complications from 
COVID-19, started opting out. 
Understandably, all of those 
individuals have stopped vol-
unteering for the time being, 
said Kristie Matthaei, execu-
tive director.

“It used to be kind of like 
going to a grocery store 
where clients could select the 
items they want, but that has 
all changed,” Matthaei said.

Beginning last month, a 
skeleton crew of about 15 vol-
unteers and a handful of staff 
members are taking turns 
keeping the pantry stocked 
and loading carts for the new 

monthly distributions.
In April, 320 families 

collected 270 pounds of food 
apiece, meaning the pantry 
distributed a total of 86,400 
pounds of food in three days, 
Matthaei said.

“They were kind of 

shocked, in a good way, at the 
amount of food they were 
getting,” she said.

The revamped distribution 
method limits face-to-face 
contact by having volun-
teers outfitted with masks 
and gloves push carts piled 

high with groceries to the 
pantry’s parking lot and then 
collecting clients’ names and 
addresses. Clients are asked 
to load the items into their 
own vehicles and deposit the 
carts near the building. 

Methods change, 
need remains

Adjustments help Eau Claire food pantry  
keep feeding the hungry amid pandemic

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Kristie Matthaei, executive director of St. Francis Food Pantry, poses Monday at the Eau Claire 
nonprofit. In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the food pantry has altered the way it deliv-
ers groceries to clients. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

Free coronavirus testing 
will be available in the next 
two weeks at eight sites 
in northern and western 
Wisconsin, as the Wiscon-
sin National Guard hosts 
brief testing blitzes across 
the state.

People who have 
COVID-19 symptoms, even 
mild ones, are encouraged 
to get tested, local health 
officials said Monday.

The temporary bump in 
testing comes as Gov. Tony 
Evers announced Monday 
the state will give a free 
coronavirus test to every 
resident and worker in 
all 373 Wisconsin nursing 
homes, The Associated 
Press reported.

The Eau Claire free 
drive-thru testing site will 
be hosted at the Prevea 
Health testing site, 617 
W. Clairemont Ave., from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. May 10 and 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. May 
11. About 200 tests will be 
available each day, and test-
ing is also open to people 
without health insurance 
or an established health 
provider.

People with symptoms of 
COVID-19, including mild 
symptoms, are encouraged 
to participate, said Lieske 
Giese, director of the Eau 
Claire City-County Health 
Department.

Testing 
blitz 

planned
Free COVID-19 
testing coming 
to 8 western 

Wisconsin sites

By Scott Bauer
Associated Press

MADISON — Republican 
legislative leaders talked with 
Democratic Gov. Tony Evers on 
Monday about opening some 
parts of Wisconsin less affected 
by the coronavirus pandemic 
sooner than others.

Evers met with Republican 
and Democratic legislative 
leaders for the first time to talk 
about the virus response. The 
meeting came the day before 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court 
was scheduled to hear oral 
arguments in a case brought by 
Republican legislative leaders 
seeking to block Evers’ safer-at-
home order that is slated to run 
until May 26.

“The basic question to be 
answered is, what is their 
plan?” Evers said ahead of the 
meeting. “It doesn’t have any-

thing to do with the court case 
or getting in front of the court 
case.”

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos, of Rochester, said the 
lawmakers talked with Evers 
about the possibility of a 
regional approach to reopen-
ing the state. Vos didn’t say if 
Republicans offered a specific 
plan.

“It’s a safe and reasonable 
approach that I hope we can 
begin working on developing,” 
Vos said in a statement. “What’s 
needed for Wisconsin right 
now is a bipartisan reopening 
strategy that is safe, gradual and 
regional. We shouldn’t have a 
Republican plan or a governor’s 
plan, we need a Wisconsin plan 
that the entire state can get 
behind.”

Evers has loosened numer-
ous restrictions in recent days. 
Republicans, along with the 
state chamber of commerce, 
have been pushing for a more 
rapid reopening, including eas-
ing restrictions more rapidly 
in areas not as affected by the 
virus.

evers, GOPers discuss regional reopening
Assembly 

speaker: State 
needs bipartisan 

strategy

Wisconsin State Journal via AP

Motorists make their way around the Wisconsin State Capitol during 
a rally against Gov. Tony Evers’ extended stay-at-home order due to 
COVID-19 April 24 in Madison. Evers met Republican and Demo-
cratic legislative leaders Monday to discuss next steps in Wisconsin’s 
response to the coronavirus pandemic.
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