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» National nonprofit 
honors local vet
He receives patriotic quilt 47 
years after service. Page 3A
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Dan Reiland

Ian Pekol of Eau Claire, who turns 9 today, tried out his early birthday present of a cast net off a fishing pier Wednesday at Half 
Moon Lake in Carson Park in Eau Claire. Ian caught several small pan fish with his net and his sister Julia Pekol, 5, put them in 
a bucket to later be released. His mom, Cari Pekol, said Ian loves to fish but wanted a net for his birthday. View more photos at 
LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Unemploy-
ment declined last month in 
the Eau Claire area, but the 
number of people reporting 
to work remained relatively 
unchanged.

The jobless rate in the Eau 
Claire metropolitan area — 
consisting of Eau Claire and 
Chippewa counties — fell to 
6.7% last month after it had 
been at 8.4% in June, accord-
ing to labor statistics released 
Wednesday by the state.

“We’ve definitely seen an 
improvement since we had that 
spike, but it’s still higher than 

it was pre-COVID,” said 
Scott Hodek, chief of 
the office of economic 
affairs at the Wisconsin 
Department of Work-
force Development.

For example, in July 
2019 the metro area had 
a 3.5% unemployment 
rate. COVID-19 was 
declared a worldwide pandem-
ic in March, leading to many 
businesses closing and push-
ing unemployment to a peak 
of 12.3% in April for the Eau 
Claire area.

Thousands returned to work 
since the statewide safer-at-
home order was canceled by 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court 
in mid-May and local health 
guidelines enacted after that 
were less stringent, allowing 

businesses to gradually 
reopen.

However, the num-
ber of people employed 
in the Eau Claire area 
showed no significant 
change between June and 
July. Seasonally adjusted 
figures showed 100 fewer 

people were working last month 
than in June.

The reason that employment 
didn’t climb while unemploy-
ment dropped was a decline in 
the area’s labor force, based on 
Wisconsin workforce data. The 
labor pool shrunk by about 
1,860 people in the Eau Claire 
metro area between June and 
July.

Most of those people leaving 
the labor force were already 
unemployed, which is what led 

the local unemployment rate to 
drop last month, Hodek said.

Some of those could have 
been college students who 
stayed in the Eau Claire area 
hoping part-time or seasonal 
jobs would come back, but 
ultimately decided to leave 
the area or suspend their job 
search, Hodek said.

“I do think it’s tied to some 
of those jobs in the industries 
that have been harder hit,” he 
said.

The service sector where 
employees often have close 
contact with customers is 
a part of the economy that 
Hodek said had not fully re-
bounded to bring back all the 
jobs that often attract students 
on summer break.

Jobless rate declines again
Labor force 

shrinks in July

Hodek

By Sarah Seifert

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Young adults 
in their 20s are increasingly 
making up a larger share of Eau 
Claire County’s coronavirus cas-
es, according to county data.

As of Wednesday, almost 
half of all COVID-19 cases in 
Eau Claire County are in young 
adults in their 20s — 45% of the 
county’s 748 cases.

That proportion has risen 
from early June, when 20- to 
29-year-olds made up around 
25% of the county’s cases.

It’s also a contrast with state-
wide numbers. In Wisconsin 
as a whole, 20- to 29-year-olds 
make up 25% of coronavirus 
cases.

While Eau Claire County’s 
overall demographics are part of 
the reason why cases are mate-
rializing in more young people, 
said Lieske Giese, director of 
the Eau Claire City-County 
Health Department, outbreaks 

at various sites are also playing 
a role.

“We did see, early on, that age 
group had a number of related 
cases in some outbreak set-
tings,” she said.

Young adults in their 20s 
interacting at gatherings also 
increases the risk of COVID-19 
spreading.

“One of our biggest risk fac-
tors for disease spread is social 
gatherings,” Giese said.

The age breakdown of cases 
in Eau Claire County is still 
heavily weighted toward resi-
dents between 20 and 49.

Although 45% of county cases 
have been reported in 20- to 
29-year-olds, another 12% of 
cases are in 30- to 39-year-olds 
and 11% are in people aged 40 to 
49, according to county data.

Statewide data suggest the 
virus is far more dangerous for 
the elderly, who are hospitalized 

and receive intensive care at a 
significantly higher rate than 
younger adults with the virus. 
But young Wisconsin adults 
haven’t completely escaped 
hospitalization with COVID-19: 
2% of cases in 20- to 29-year-
olds in the state have involved 
hospitalization, or 378 people, 
according to the state Depart-
ment of Health Services. Eight 
Wisconsin residents in that age 
demographic have died.

While 36 people in Eau Claire 
County have ever been hos-
pitalized because of the virus, 
the Health Department has 
not released the ages of those 
hospitalized.

New cases
Eleven new people in Eau 

Claire County tested positive 
for COVID-19 since Tuesday, 
Giese said at a Wednesday news 
conference.

The county saw a 23% de-
crease in new cases this week 
compared to last week — 60 
total cases between Aug. 17 and 
Aug. 24, compared to 78 new 
cases the week prior.

But the county’s test-positiv-
ity rate, or the percentage of 
tests that come back positive, is 
still at just over 6%, where it’s 
remained for several weeks.

Countywide, 748 have tested 
positive for COVID-19 as of 
Wednesday. Sixty-five of those 
cases are still active, according 
to county data.

The state’s seven-day aver-
age of new cases has “slowly 
been dropping for the last four 
weeks” since it peaked in late 
July, Giese said Wednesday.

“It’s good news for all of us 
that our averages continue to 
go down, but they’re still high 
compared to spring and early 
summer,” she added.

Contact: 715-833-9206, sarah.
seifert@ecpc.com, @sarahaseif-
ert on Twitter

Virus hits young adults in EC County
Nearly half of county’s cases  

have been in twentysomethings
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KENOSHA (AP) — A 
white, 17-year-old police ad-
mirer was arrested Wednes-
day after two people were 
shot to death during a third 
straight night of protests 
in Kenosha over the police 
shooting of a Black man, 
Jacob Blake.

Kyle Rittenhouse, of An-
tioch, Illinois, about 15 miles 
from Kenosha, was taken 
into custody in Illinois on 
suspicion of first-degree 
intentional homicide in the 
attack Tuesday that was 
largely captured on cell-
phone video. The shooting 
left a third person wounded.

“I just killed somebody,” 
the gunman, carrying a 
semi-automatic rifle, could 
be heard saying at one point 
during the rampage that 
erupted just before mid-
night in the city of 100,000 
people midway between 
Milwaukee and Chicago.

KENOSHA

Teen 
arrested 
after 2 

killed in 
protests
White 17-year-

old was known as 
admirer of police 
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