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» Menomonie schools  
to be virtual
Spike in COVID cases 
particularly affecting high 
school. Page 3A
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more luxurious
Glamping, RVs bring comfort to 
outdoor experience. Page 10B
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Parker Reed
Chippewa Herald

CHIPPEWA FALLS — A Chippewa Val-
ley Veterans Day tradition continues 
despite a worldwide pandemic.

Chippewa Manor, a Chippewa Falls nursing/assisted living 
facility, held their annual Veterans Day event Tuesday morn-
ing. The outdoor event featured a salute from area veterans, 
a free breakfast for the veterans in attendance, a four plane 
flyover and speeches from local veterans and Chippewa Manor 
staff. Due to COVID-19, the event was livestreamed for resi-
dents to enjoy and social distancing was maintained through-
out the duration of the outdoor event.

Jill Gengler, president of Chippewa Manor Corp. said it was 
important to hold the event despite coronavirus spreading rap-
idly throughout the country because veterans deserved to be 
recognized and appreciated regardless of any given situation.

“It’s been a longstanding tradition at Chippewa Manor to 
honor the vets in the community and those who live with us,” 
Gengler said. 

CARRYING ON
Veterans Day salute offered outdoors, livestreaming to care facility residents

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — As a result 
of the recent surge of COVID-19 
hospitalizations, Mayo Clinic 
Health System announced Tues-
day that all of its beds are full in 
northwest Wisconsin.

That means that as of Tuesday 
afternoon, the regional health 
system had no intensive care or 
medical surgical beds available 
at its hospitals in Eau Claire, 
Menomonie, Barron, Bloomer 
and Osseo.

“The public urgently needs 
to treat COVID-19 as the health 
emergency it is to prevent the 
health care system from being 
overwhelmed. We are pleading 
for everyone’s help to wear 
a mask and follow all public 
health guidelines to limit the 

spread of this disease. ... This is 
a critically important message 
our community desperately 
needs to hear,” according to a 
joint statement by Regional Vice 
President Dr. Richard Helmers, 
Regional Chair of Adminis-
tration Jason Craig and Chief 
Nursing Officer Pam White.

With all 36 medical-surgical 
beds at Marshfield Medical 
Center-Eau Claire also full as of 
Tuesday afternoon — 14 of them 
occupied by COVID-19 patients 
— Chief Administrative Officer 
Bill Priest said there should be 
no doubt the national health 
crisis “is in our own backyard 
right now.”

To accommodate patients 
needing care, Marshfield Clinic 
Health System is prepared to 
transfer some patients to its 
other facilities that have more 
breathing room.

“Patients are admitted and 
discharged every day, so it’s a 
dynamic situation,” Priest said. 
“While we certainly need to 
treat the COVID patients, we 
also have other medical patients 
we need to treat, so that’s our 

balancing act right now.”
Dr. Bill Melms, chief medical 

officer for Marshfield Clinic 
Health System, characterized 
the situation as severe and said 
system officials are very con-
cerned about how the pandemic 

might progress. He noted that 
the Marshfield system had a 
total of nine COVID-19 inpa-
tients two months ago when 
Wisconsin was averaging about 
700 positive tests a day.

COVID hospitalizations soaring
Mayo, Marshfield 
health systems 
report all their 
hospital beds in 
region are full

Marshfield Clinic Health System photo

Nurse Deanna North, supervisor of ICU nurses at Marshfield Medi-
cal Center-Eau Claire, puts on a personal respirator Tuesday after-
noon before caring for a COVID-19 patient. Chippewa Valley health 
systems warned Tuesday that they were out of beds because of the 

See HOSPITALS  Page 2A

Staff photos by Dan Reiland

Above: David Oelkers, a member of the Chippewa Falls Patriotic 
Council, wore a flag mask as he stood attention during the Vet-
eran’s ceremony at the Chippewa Manor in Chippewa Falls on 
Tuesday. The event included a free drive-up breakfast, dedication 
of a new flagpole and a missing-man flyover. Right: Dick Gerrits, 
maintenance supervisor and Jill Gengler, campus president, 
hung a flag on the newly dedicated flag pole at the Chippewa 
Manor in Chippewa Falls.

See VETERANS  Page 2A

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Bee-
keepers and backyard 
chicken enthusiasts in Eau 
Claire will pay less for their 
licenses next year through 
last-minute amendments 
made to the city’s 2021 fee 
schedule.

Councilman Andrew 
Werthmann spearheaded 
efforts to lower the costs 
of those licenses during 
Tuesday afternoon’s Eau 
Claire City Council meeting, 
seeking to make it more 
affordable for residents to 
produce their own honey 
and eggs.

“We’ve heard numerous 
times that cost is a burden 
for people,” he said.

The annual $90 chick-
enkeeping license will go 
down to $60 next year. The 
license for keeping honey-
bees had cost $75 annually, 
but it will decrease to $45.

Supporters of the fee 
decreases said they could 
help more people take up 
the activities, which have 
so far only seen a handful 
of residents apply for either 
license.

“It hasn’t met my expec-
tations in the number of 
applicants,” Councilman 
Jeremy Gragert said, who 
did vote in favor of the fee 
reductions.

Chicken, 
honeybee 
licenses 
lowered
Fee changes 

approved along 
with 2021 

budget
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