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» Early learning
Schools in Cornell have already 
been open two weeks with few 
problems reported. Page 3A

» Holiday travel
Why you may not be welcome 
at this year’s Thanksgiving 
table. Page 10B
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Health dept. 
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on COVId-19
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» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — For the first 
time since March, DeLong 
Middle School students 

hopped off their school buses 
Tuesday morning and headed 
into their classrooms.

Tuesday, the Eau Claire school 
district’s first day of classes for some 
students, felt differently than it has any 
other year, school administrators and 
staffers said.

DeLong would normally direct about 
1,000 students to their classrooms on the 
first day of school, said Teri Piper Thomp-
son, DeLong partnership coordinator.

On Tuesday it welcomed around 
400 in person, due to classes being 
split into two separate cohorts and 
roughly 20% of Eau Claire district stu-
dents choosing the all-virtual option, 
Thompson said.

baCK tO tHe 
CLassrOOm
Students return to face-to-face classes for first time since March

Staff photo by Sarah Seifert

DeLong Middle School students exit their school bus at the school Tuesday morning on the first day of school for some Eau 
Claire school district students.

Staff photo by Sarah Seifert
Some DeLong Middle School students head inside for their first day of classes for the 2020-21 
school year.

By Zeke Miller  
and Jonathan Lemire

Associated Press

KENOSHA — President 
Donald Trump stood at the 
epicenter of the latest eruption 
over racial injustice Tuesday 
and came down squarely on the 
side of law enforcement, blam-
ing “domestic terror” for the 
violence in Kenosha and making 
no nod to the underlying cause 
of anger and protests — the 
shooting of yet another Black 
man by police.

Trump declared the violence 
“anti-American.” He did not 
mention Jacob Blake, who was 
badly wounded last week in 
Kenosha.

Soon after arriving in the city, 
a visit made over the objec-
tions of state and local leaders, 
Trump toured the charred 
remains of a block besieged 

by violence and fire. With the 
scent of smoke still in the air, 
he spoke to the owners of a 
century-old store that had been 
destroyed and continued to link 
the violence to the Democrats, 

blaming those in charge of 
Kenosha and Wisconsin while 
raising apocalyptic warnings if 
their party should capture the 
White House.

“These are not acts of peace-

ful protest but, really, domestic 
terror,” said Trump. And he 
condemned Democratic officials 
for not immediately accepting 
his offer of federal enforcement 
assistance, claiming, “They just 
don’t want us to come.”

The city has been the scene 
of protests since the Aug. 23 
shooting of Blake, who was 
hit seven times in the back by 
police as he tried to get into a 
car while they were trying to 
arrest him. Protests have been 
concentrated in a small area 
of Kenosha. While there were 
more than 30 fires set in the 
first three nights, the situation 
has calmed since then.

Trump’s motorcade passed 
throngs of demonstrators, 
some holding American flags in 
support of the president, others 
jeering while carrying signs that 
read Black Lives Matter. 

Trump visits Kenosha, calls 
violence ‘domestic terrorism’

Associated Press

President Donald Trump talks to business owners Tuesday in 
Kenosha as he tours an area damaged during demonstrations after a 
police officer shot Jacob Blake.

By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram Staff

EAU CLAIRE — The Eau 
Claire County Department 
of Human Services Board 
on Tuesday approved a 
preliminary 2021 budget for 
3% less than the depart-
ment’s initial request.

The initial requested 
budget came in just under 
$37 million and was heard 
by the board last week. A 
3% reduction would be a 
decrease of $1.11 million, 
so the budget would total 
about $35.89 million.

Supervisor and DHS 
board member Kather-
ine Schneider made the 
proposal, saying she wants 
the department to have 
flexibility to determine 
where to make reductions 
that equal 3%.

The DHS Board unan-
imously approved the 
budget during a joint meet-
ing with the Finance and 
Budget Committee. The Fi-
nance and Budget Commit-
tee did not vote Tuesday 
on the budget proposal. 
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