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» Cray’s influence  

recalled
Supercomputer giant’s work 
had big impact in region.  
Page 6A

» Light and dark
Upcoming UW-Eau Claire play 
features both humor and dra-
ma in portraying humanity’s 
duality. Page 9A

TOMORROW

candidates for 
Ec city council 
president debate
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POT OF 
GOLD

KARLSTAD’S JOURNEY TO END OF RAINBOW 
PAYING DIVIDENDS FOR RAMBLERS

MORE INSIDE
• FOOTBALL: Keldric Stokes’ journey takes him  

from  UW-Stout quarterback to Thorp varsity coach

• GIRLS HOCKEY: Sophomore Sidney Polzin emerges  

as Chippewa Falls/Menomonie’s top goal scorer

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

Hansen’s IGA is in ne-
gotiations to purchase the 
Gordy’s Market Inc. grocery 
store location at 1031 Claire-
mont Ave. in Eau Claire.

Carrie Hansen of Hansen’s 
IGA said nothing has been 
signed at this point, so they 
are not ready to make any 
announcement.

“It’s still in the process,” 
she said. “We’re still look-
ing at things. Because of 
licensing, we had to get on 
agendas.”

Specifically, Hansen’s IGA 
filed a request for a Class 
A intoxicating liquor and 
fermented malt beverage 
license on Feb. 21, according 
to Kim Steinmetz, Eau Claire 
business licensing special-
ist. That license request is 
not transferred from one 
business to another, and the 
request will be submitted to 
the City Council for review 
in the near future, she said.

Hansen’s IGA currently 
operates 11 grocery stores, 
including locations in Stan-
ley, Neillsville, Mondovi and 
Black River Falls. The com-
pany also have six stores in 
the La Crosse area plus one 
in Washburn.

Jeff Schafer, Gordy’s Mar-
ket president, was reached 
Wednesday but he declined 
to comment on the potential 
sale.

By ZEINA KARAM

Associated Press

BEIRUT — Iraq and the Kurd-
ish regional government have 
charged hundreds of children 
with terrorism for alleged affilia-
tion with the Islamic State group, 
often using torture to coerce 
confessions, Human Rights Watch 
said Wednesday.

In a report, the New York-based 
group estimated that Iraqi and 
Kurdish authorities were holding 
approximately 1,500 children for 
alleged IS affiliation in detention 
at the end of 2018. It said the 
prosecutions are often based on 
dubious accusations and forced 
confessions obtained through 
torture.

The children are then sen-
tenced to prison in hasty and 
unfair trials, HRW said.

“The approach that Iraq has 
adopted is one that completely 
fails to acknowledge what is com-
monly understood and reflected 
in international law, which is 
that children who were forcibly 
recruited are indeed victims, they 
should be treated as victims not 
as criminals,” said Belkis Wille, 
senior Iraq researcher at Human 
Rights Watch.

Iraq declared victory against 
IS in December 2017 after three 
years of bloody battles that killed 
tens of thousands and left Iraqi 
cities in ruins. 

By Samantha West

Leader-Telegram staff

You could say “The Price Is Right” 

has always been a pretty big part of 

Menomonie resident Bonnie Konsela’s life.

Just about every morning at 10 a.m. sharp, the retired 
school librarian flips the channel to CBS to tune in to 
the long-running television game show. If she does 
happen to miss the show, she’s sure to catch up on-
line. And for decades, it was near the top of Konsela’s 
bucket list to hear the iconic line “Come on down” to 
participate in the show.

Now, Konsela can check that experience off the list 
— and is taking home more than $9,000 in prizes after 
competing in the episode that aired last Thursday.

“It was my 15 minutes of fame,” 63-year-old Konse-
la said, chuckling as she reflected on her experience 
on Jan. 8, the day she and her husband Ron Konsela 
attended the taping. “It meant so much to me to be able 
to do that and walk away with all these prizes.”

Though the episode was Bonnie’s first time compet-
ing on the show, it wasn’t her first experience at the 
show’s California set. About 18 years ago, the Konselas 
attended a show with a group of fellow Menomonie 
teachers, who all donned matching T-shirts that read 
“Wisconsin cheeseheads love Bob Barker.”

Price was right
Menomonie woman has her ‘15 minutes of fame’

Contributed photo

Bonnie Konsela of Menomonie, pictured next to Drew Carey, was selected to participate in an episode of “The Price Is Right” that 
aired Thursday. Konsela, 63, won more than $9,000 in prizes when the show was taped Jan. 8.

Contributed photo

Bonnie Konsela of Menomonie participates in an episode of “The 
Price Is Right” that aired Thursday. She wore the same T-shirt she 
wore the last time she traveled out to the CBS set with a group of 
Menomonie teachers about 18 years ago.
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may buy EC 
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Group: Iraq torturing children to coerce confessions

Associated Press

In this Oct. 3, 2017 file photo, displaced men from Hawija stand 
facing a wall in order not to see security officers, who will try to 
determine if they were associated with the Islamic State group, at 
a Kurdish screening center in Dibis, Iraq. 
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