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» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

For the past several years a growing 
number of farmers have added on-farm 
dining opportunities, allowing custom-
ers to visit the farm, order a meal and sit 
down to enjoy that meal in a peaceful, 
rural setting.

But due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
many farmers are being forced to find al-
ternative ways to serve customers while 
keeping money coming into the farm.

With many of these farms opening 
their seasons this month, farmers are 
scrambling to sort out the details of how 
things are going to work, for at least the 
first few weeks of serving.

“We feel like, in some ways, we’re 
starting over,” said Marcy Smith, owner 
of The Stone Barn in Nelson, where 
they have offered wood-fired pizzas on 
weekends for 15 years. “There are so 
many unknowns, but we are preparing 
ourselves and preparing our staff.”

In previous years, The Stone Barn, 
S685 Highway KK, Nelson, has been 
open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
from May through October. To start this 

year, they are offering carry-out only on 
Saturdays and Sundays.

Smith was hopeful people would make 
the drive to the farm for pizza, but she 
said many of their customers come from 
Eau Claire, Rochester, Minn., and the 
Twin Cities and are coming not only for 
the food but the atmosphere as well.

“We’ve had good response to our Face-
book posts about our plans,” she said. 
“Sometimes that means they’ll come out, 
but it’s a long way to travel for takeout.”

Together Farms
This is the start of the third year of 

Burger Night on the Farm at Together 
Farms near Mondovi. Owner Stephanie 
Schneider said attendance at the year’s 

first Burger Night on the Farm the first 
weekend in May was a little disappoint-
ing, but attendance in May typically 
depends a lot on the weather and cus-
tomers’ schedules prior to the Memorial 
Day weekend.

Together Farms, W93 Norden Road, 
Mondovi, is alternating weekends in 
May between offering burgers using 
their grass-fed beef on the farm and at 
the Brewing Projekt in Eau Claire, where 
they offer carryout from the food truck 
in the parking lot of the brewery.

Even with the additional dining 
options available in the city, Schneider 
said customers seem reluctant to come 
out due to concerns about COVID-19. 
However, she said, meat sales have been 
going well.

“With the weekends at the Brewing 
Projekt, it’s going OK. It’s doing well 
enough to pay the bills,” Schneider said. 
“But if things can’t fully open, I don’t 
know what the fate of burger night is.”

Schneider said Together Farms is 
following all Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Pro-
tection regulations for operating while 
the state’s safer-at-home restrictions are 
in place, but that it can be difficult to 
hash out exactly what rules are for an 
on-the-farm dining business.

Like starting over

Farms that offer  
dining scramble  
amid pandemic

The Country Today staff file photo

Pizzas at The Stone Barn in Nelson will be available as to-go orders only for as long as the state’s COVID-19 restrictions are in 
place.

On the Farm Food
• For more information about Suncrest 

Gardens Farm, visit suncrestgardens-
farm.com or call 608-626-2122. To order 
pizza, visit store.suncrestgardensfarm.
com.

• To contact The Stone Barn, call 715-673-
4478 or email information@thenelson-
stonebarn.com. For more information, 
visit thenelsonstonebarn.com.

• For more information about Together 
Farms, visit togetherfarms.com, call 
715-210-4740 or email stephanie@
togetherfarms.com.
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By Frank Jordans and 
Nomaan Merchant

Associated Press

HOUSTON — As families 
marked Mother’s Day in a time 
of social distancing and iso-
lation due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, leaders balanced op-
timism they could loosen lock-
downs that have left millions 
unemployed against the threat 
of a second wave of infections.

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin predicted the Ameri-
can economy would rebound in 
the second half of this year from 
unemployment rates that rival 
the Great Depression. Another 
3.2 million U.S. workers applied 
for jobless benefits last week, 
bringing the total over the last 
seven weeks to 33.5 million.

“I think you’re going to see a 
bounce-back from a low stand-
point,” said Mnuchin, speaking 
on “Fox News Sunday.”

But the director of the Uni-
versity of Washington institute 
that created a White House-en-
dorsed coronavirus model said 
the moves by states to re-open 
businesses “will translate into 
more cases and deaths in 10 
days from now.” Dr. Christo-
pher Murray of the Institute for 

Health Metrics and Evaluation 
said states where cases and 
deaths are going up more than 
expected include Illinois, Arizo-
na, Florida and California.

Many families faced their first 
Mother’s Day without loved 
ones lost in the pandemic. Oth-
ers sent good wishes from a safe 
distance or through phone and 
video calls.

The virus has caused partic-
ular suffering for the elderly, 

with more than 26,000 deaths 
in nursing homes and long-term 
care facilities, according to an 
Associated Press tally.

At a senior center in Smyrna, 
Ga., 73-year-old Mary Wash-
ington spoke to her daughter 
Courtney Crosby and grand-
child Sydney Crosby through a 
window.

In Grafton, W.Va., where the 
tradition of Mother’s Day began 
112 years ago, the brick building 

now known as the International 
Mother’s Day Shrine held its 
first online-only audience. Anna 
Jarvis first held a memorial 
service for her mother and all 
mothers on the second Sunday 
of May in 1908.

“Sheltered safely at home 
with the family together would 
be viewed by Anna Jarvis as ex-
actly the way she wanted Moth-
er’s Day to be observed,” said 
Marvin Gelhausen, chairman of 
the shrine’s board of trustees, in 
an address on YouTube.

Good wishes
Matilda Cuomo, the mother of 

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
called into her son’s daily brief-
ing so he and his three daugh-
ters could wish her a happy 
Mother’s Day.

“I am so blessed as many 
mothers today are,” she said.

Andrew Cuomo, whose state 
is the deadliest hot spot for the 
virus in the U.S., said he looked 
forward to getting back to nor-
mal. “We’re going to have fun, 
and then you can spend more 
time with me. I know I am your 
favorite,” he said in a playful dig 
at his siblings.

Leaders seek optimism amid pandemic

Associated Press

Leo Carbajal wears a mask after buying a floral arrangement for his 
mother Cynthia on Sunday, Mother’s Day, at the Los Angeles Flower 
Market.
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By David Bauder
AP Media Writer

NEW YORK — Heidi 
Van Roekel makes in-
structional art videos for 
YouTube when coronavi-
rus news overwhelms her. 
Bill Webb takes his boat 
out. Stacy Mitchell search-
es her TV for something 
— anything — to make her 
laugh.

Paradoxically, Kevin 
Reed, a software designer 
from Kenmore, Washing-
ton, has binged “The Walk-
ing Dead” after turning 
off the news. He’d rather 
watch fake, flesh-eating 
zombies than a real-life 
pandemic.

It’s no surprise that news 
outlets are in demand with 
a story that directly affects 
so many people, whether 
they’ve gotten sick, lost 
jobs or are locked down 
at home. A Pew Research 
Center survey taken the 
third week of April found 
that 88 percent of Ameri-
cans said they were fol-
lowing coronavirus news 
either very or fairly closely.

Yet that takes a toll. Pew 
also found that 71 percent 
of Americans said that 
they need to take breaks 
from the news. To watch 
something else. To do 
something else. To breathe 
a little.

“A week and a half ago 
I just had to throttle it 
down,” said Webb, a writer 
and consultant who lives 
in Sarasota, Fla. “I think 
you get overwhelmed by 
it. You’re sitting in your 
house and there’s nothing 
you can do about things.”

Many 
must step 
away from 
virus news 
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