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By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

Farmers have spent this spring dodging rain and 
getting in fields as conditions allowed, planting, 
tilling and spreading manure as quickly as possi-
ble, in many cases working around wet spots in 
fields.

According to UW-Extension Clark County 
Agricultural Educator Richard Halopka, fields are 
currently so full of moisture that any amount of 
new precipitation has the potential to set farmers 
back even more.

“When you drive past areas of wetlands, that 
water isn’t disappearing out of those wetlands into 
channels. It’s just sitting there. That’s telling me 
that the subsoil has got a lot of water in it yet,” 
Halopka said. “A lot of fields are still at or above 
field capacity, but farmers are getting out there and 
getting things planted. They may be avoiding low 
spots, but a lot of corn, a lot of crops have been 
planted this week.”

According to the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service’s 
Wisconsin Crop Progress and Condition report 
for the week ending June 2, a frustrating May was 
capped with a Memorial Day rain that soaked 
much of the state and brought planting to a stand-
still.

“We’d be in the fields if we could just get three 
nice days in a row,” said George Gierok, who was 
preparing his farm for the June 8 Trempealeau 
County Dairy Breakfast while hoping to get field-
work done.

Farmers were fortunate to be able to use the 
last week of May and first week of June to get as 
much in the ground as possible.

“There’s a lot of planting going on,” Halopka 
said. “It doesn’t matter where you go, it seems like 
areas of the state where farmers are normally done 
by now, they’re just getting a good start. There are 
areas of fields that have been planted and areas 
you can’t get in. It’s pretty widespread.”

According to the June 2 Crop Progress report, 
Grant and Crawford counties in the southwestern 
corner of the state said, “all field operations open 

for business including manure hauling, tillage, 
planting, and first crop hay.” The report said the 
last week of May saw, “more tractors on the road 
than cars. One guy was pulling five wagons in the 
field loading bales while the neighbor was pulling 
two chopper boxes behind one tractor while 
filling.”

The report said, as of June 2, spring tillage was 
76 percent complete statewide, 11 days behind 
last year and 14 days behind the five-year average. 
Corn planting was 58 percent complete, 13 days 
behind last year and 17 days behind the average, 
and 34 percent of soybeans were planted, which 
was 13 days behind last year and 15 days behind 
the average.

Halopka was hopeful things would look better 
on the following week’s report.

“There’s a lot of activity out there,” Halop-
ka said. “(When reporting for the June 2 Crop 
Progress report) I was at 25 to 30 percent of the 
corn planted. By the end of this week I think we’ll 
be approaching 75 percent of the corn planted. I 
know there’s soybeans going in. There’s a lot of 
peas and oats, small grains, alfalfa getting planted.

“Everybody’s planting everything at once, 
which is typical when you have a spring like we’re 
having here in 2019.”

Halopka said he has been hearing from farmers 
with questions about the prevented planting option 
of their crop insurance coverage.

“There’s been a lot of discussion about prevent-
ed planting,” he said. “The best advice I can give 
farmers when you’re talking about prevented plant 
is to contact your crop insurance agent and take a 
pencil and pad of paper and push it a little bit to 
make your decision.”

For crop insurance, the final planting dates in 
Wisconsin differ by crop and county, according 
to Paul Mitchell of UW-Madison’s Department of 
Agricultural and Applied Economics. The dates 
are May 25 for corn for grain and May 31 for 
corn silage in the north and May 31 for corn for 
grain and June 5 for corn silage in the south. For 
soybeans, the dates are June 10 in the north and 
June 15 in the south.

Slow start
Farmers face difficult decisions during wet spring
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With improved conditions the last week of May and into early June, farmers were finally able to get into 
fields across much of Wisconsin.

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

After two of his former 
students — Ram Seibel, 
and his son, Jeremy — were 
killed in a farm accident, 
retired Bloomer agriculture 
instructor Merle Richter 
wanted to honor the father 
and son and bring awareness 
to safe farming practices.

In 2017, Richter and Ann 
Seibel, Ram’s wife and 
Jeremy’s mother, organized 
a 35-mile bicycle ride, the 
Tour de Farm Safety, that 
made stops on Bloomer-area 
farms and focused on safety 
precautions taken on the 
farms.

After a year off, the Tour 
de Farm Safety returns Sat-

urday, June 29, with stops at 
four area farms not visited 
during the first ride.

“They’ve got some neat 
things and stops planned 
again this year to raise 
money for farm safety and 
scholarships,” said WAXX/
WAYY Radio Farm Direc-
tor Bob Bosold, who will 
be on hand to kick off the 
ride from Pines Ballroom in 
Bloomer.

On July 2, 2015, Ram 
and Jeremy Seibel were 

killed in a farm accident 
in a manure-confinement 
system on the family’s 
farm. Ram called his broth-
er and farming partner, 
Ron Seibel, to look after 
the cows while Ram went 
into the pit after a piece of 
equipment that had fallen 
off. While in the pit, Ram 
was overcome by the gas 
build-up. Jeremy tried to 
come to his father’s rescue 
but was killed too.

Bicycling event to put spotlight on ag safety
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Retired Bloomer ag teacher 
Merle Richter, left, and Kel-
sie, Ann and Colten Seibel 
participated in the 2016 Ride 
to Farm to raise funds for the 
Ram and Jeremy Seibel Short 
Course scholarship.

For more information, visit 

https://foreverinour 

fields.com or contact 

Merle Richter at  

mkrichter@bloomer.net or  

715-579-7288.

By Brooke Bechen
The Country Today

PRAIRIE DU SAC — Thanks to 
the generosity of numerous donors, 
businesses and organizations, Ferry 
Bluff State Natural Area now has 
an additional 31 acres to provide 
continued sanctuary for the area’s 
tremendous bald eagle population.

Members of Groundswell Con-
servancy, Madison, and Ferry Bluff 
Eagle Council, Sauk City, along with 
members of the community, recently 
celebrated the addition with a program 
on the newly acquired land along the 
Wisconsin River, located on Huerth 
Road on the south side of Ferry Bluff.

“Some of the biggest roosts are on 
this land,” said Jim Welsh, executive 
director of Groundswell Conservan-
cy. “We worked together to keep it 
as open space to allow the eagles 
to feel confident roosting there for 
years to come.”

About two years ago, the Ferry 
Bluff Eagle Council was approached 
by the community about a piece of 
property for sale between two desig-
nated state natural areas. The prop-
erty was owned by a former Ferry 
Bluff Eagle Council member, and 
he gave Gene Unger, president of 
the council, the opportunity for the 
council to raise funds to purchase it.

Land buy 
adds 31 
acres to 
bald eagle 
habitat
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The Ferry Bluff Eagle Council works 
closely with organizations such as 
Raptor Education Group, Inc., Anti-
go, to rehabilitate injured bald eagles. 
Marge Gibson of Raptor Education 
Group, Inc., is pictured here releasing 
a female bald eagle back into the wild 
during Bald Eagle Watching Days this 
past January.

See RIDE, Page 2A

See EAGLE, Page 2ASee START, Page 2A


