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Two Wisconsin-based 
health systems with long 
histories are discussing how 
they might come together 
to collectively enhance the 
level of care 
across Wiscon-
sin, southeast-
ern Minnesota 
and northeast 
Iowa.

Officials 
from Marsh-
field Clinic 
Health System 
and Gundersen 
Health System, 
announcing a 
possible merg-
er Tuesday, 
will spend 
the coming 
months work-
ing out the details of a poten-
tial union that could create 
a health system with more 
than 18,000 employees; over 
100 clinics, including urgent 
care locations, pharmacies, 
medical clinics and dental 
and eye centers; and 13 hos-
pitals, one of which opened 
in Eau Claire in July.

The announcement comes 
just six days after Marsh-
field Clinic Health System 
reported it had completed its 
affiliation with Beaver Dam 
Community Hospitals, ex-
panding its footprint across 
Wisconsin even more.

“When you think about 
two rural health care orga-
nizations coming togeth-
er, the opportunities are 
boundless,” Dr. Susan Tur-
ney, chief executive officer 
of Marshfield Clinic Health 
System, said Tuesday in Eau 
Claire. 

&
Wednesday • May 8, 2019 $1.00

Leader-TeLegram
Facebook.com/Leader.Telegram

Twitter.com/LeaderTelegram» 
eaU CLaIRe and THe CHIPPeWa VaLLey’s LeadInG neWs sOURCe sInCe 1881

46/37     Page 10B

B
ar

 C
od

e
M

on
da

y-
F

ri
da

y
B

ar
 C

od
e

Sa
tu

rd
ay

 M
or

ni
ng

B
ar

 C
od

e
Su

nd
ay

 M
or

ni
ng

LeaderTeLegram.com
Volume 48 number 331 2 sections 20 pages«

SPORTS • McDonell softball’s Sorenson hits walk-off as Macks earn split with Thorp/1B

YOUR REGION • Remaining pieces for Sculpture Tour Eau Claire to be installed by Thursday/3A

Index
aces Bridge ............................6B
Business ...............................10B
Classifieds ........................6B, 9B
Comics ....................................8B
Crosswords ..................... 7B, 9B
Health ...................................10a
Horoscope ..............................7B
Obituaries .......................4a, 5a
Opinion ...................................7a
Public notices .........................9B
Puzzles ...................................7B
Region ....................................3a
sports .....................................1B
sudoku....................................7B
dear abby ..............................7B

» CF reverses  
recommendation
Council elects not to  
charge street use fee  
for car shows. Page 3A

» Suicide trend sets  
off alarm bells
Study: More young  
people are intentionally  
overdosing. Page 10A

Tomorrow
eau Claire authors 
to premiere  
stage comedy
» To get the newspaper and eEdition: 
   LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

FREE AT NEWSSTANDS

» Buckshot April issue

APRIL 2019

BACK IN 
BLOOM

BLOOMER’S ISABELLA JENNEMAN 
READY TO SLUG AGAIN AFTER  

BEATING ODDS IN ACL RETURN

- Fall Creek’s Cline showing exactly why he’s Division I bound
- Five questions with new Eau Claire Memorial girls soccer coach Olivia Hanson

- Former Menomonie Mustang Davidson returned to Chippewa Valley with Steel

MORE INSIDE

by Mike Stobbe  
and Marilynn Marchione

Associated Press

More U.S. women are dying 
from pregnancy-related causes, 
and more than half of those 
deaths are preventable, govern-
ment health officials said in a 
report Tuesday.

Although these deaths are 
rare — about 700 a year — 
they have been rising for de-
cades, especially among black 
women.

“An American mom today is 
50% more likely to die in child-
birth than her own mother was,” 
said Dr. Neel Shah, a Harvard 
Medical School obstetrician.

The American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecolo-
gists meanwhile has released 
new guidelines saying women 
should have a comprehensive 
heart-risk evaluation 12 weeks 

after delivery, but up to 40% 
of women don’t return for that 
visit and payment issues may be 
one reason.

Bleeding and infections used 
to cause most pregnancy-re-
lated deaths, but heart-related 
problems do now.

“Pregnancy is really a stress 

test” because of the extra blood 
the heart is moving for mom 
and child, said the head of the 
guidelines panel, Dr. James Mar-
tin. That can reveal previously 
unknown problems or lead to 
new ones.

Tuesday’s Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention report 

found that about one third of 
maternal deaths happened 
during pregnancy, a third were 
during or within a week of 
birth, and the rest were up to a 
year later.

Globally, maternal mortality 
fell about 44% between 1990 
and 2015, according to the 
World Health Organization. But 
the U.S. is out of step: Moms die 
in about 17 out of every 100,000 
U.S. births each year, up from 12 
per 100,000 a quarter century 
ago.

Possible factors include the 
high C-section rates in the U.S. 
and soaring rates of obesity, 
which raises the risk of heart 
disease, diabetes and other 
complications.

Black women in the U.S. are 
about three times as likely to die 
from a pregnancy-related cause 
as others, partly because of 
racial bias they may experience 
in getting care and doctors not 
recognizing risk factors such 
as high blood pressure, said Dr. 
Lisa Hollier, the obstetrician 
group’s president.

U.s. pregnancy-related deaths on the rise
Report: Rate  

is climbing here, 
falling globally

Associated Press

A doctor performs an ultrasound scan in 2018 on a pregnant wom-
an at a hospital in Chicago. According to a report released Tuesday 
by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the mother 
dies from pregnancy-related causes in about 17 out of every 100,000 
U.S. births each year, a rate that has been rising.

By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

U sing his encyclopedic knowl-
edge of Abraham Lincoln and 
extensive collection of memora-

bilia relating to the 16th U.S. president, 
Lewis Mallow spoke to many groups 
of children and adults throughout the 
Chippewa Valley.

Regarded as a local expert on the 
subject, he was frequently a featured 
guest speaker close to Lincoln’s birth-
day — Feb. 12 — at the Chippewa Valley 
Museum.

“My memory of Lew is he was one of 
the museum’s most popular presenters,” 
said Janet Seymour, who was director 

of public programs from 1998 to 2005 
at the museum located in Eau Claire’s 
Carson Park.

Mallow’s presentations would 
fill rooms they were held in, she 
said. They’d often turn into friend-
ly conversations between him and 
the other Civil War-era buffs who 
came to hear him speak.

An avid collector of items with 
connections to Lincoln, Mallow 
would lend some of his memora-
bilia to the museum for tempo-
rary displays as well.

“He was very generous in sharing his 
time, knowledge and collections with 
the community,” said Seymour, who 
now works in Eau Claire as interim 

director of outreach for the Wisconsin 
Historical Society.

Mallow died Saturday at the age of 
93 at The Rutledge Home for As-
sisted Living in Chippewa Falls.

A veteran of World War II, 
Mallow spent most of his life 
as an educator, teaching at the 
high school, technical college 
and university levels, according 
to his obituary. He retired in 
1988 as a program supervisor at 
District One Technical Insti-

tute (now Chippewa Valley Technical 
College).

But he kept on teaching about his 
favorite subject, Lincoln.

LEW 
LINCOLN
Local expert on 16th president shared 
knowledge, memorabilia with many

Staff file photo

Lewis Mallow, seen here in 1989 at his Eau Claire home, became known as an expert on President Abraham Lincoln. Among 
the prized pieces of his memorabilia collection was this Illinois state flag that he and his wife, Helen, received during a 1983 
ceremony held in Lincoln’s hometown, Springfield, Ill. Mallow died Saturday at the age of 93.
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