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BARRON — Authorities 
have examined call logs, 
photos and videos stored on 
the cellphone of the man ac-
cused of kidnapping 13-year-
old girl Jayme Closs and 
killing her parents, accord-
ing to court 
documents 
filed Tuesday.

The search 
warrant 
documents 
filed in Bar-
ron County 
Circuit Court 
don’t reveal 
the nature 
of the photos and videos 
stored on the phone of 
21-year-old Jake Patterson, 
who is charged with killing 
James and Denise Closs 
on Oct. 15 and kidnapping 
their daughter. But the 
documents said evidence 
on the phone could be used 
“to determine the chrono-
logical context” of what 
happened.

Jayme escaped from a cab-
in in Douglas County on Jan. 
10 after 88 days in captivity 
and flagged down a woman 
for help. She was able to 
provide a description of the 
car Patterson was driving, 
and he was arrested minutes 
later.

According to a search 
warrant affidavit, the red 
Ford Taurus Patterson was 
driving was taped up and 
taken to a secure evidence 
garage. The FBI’s evidence 
response team searched the 
car the next day and found 
his cellphone on the front 
seat.

Officials 
examine 
suspect’s 
cellphone

Patterson

See PATTERSON  Page 2A
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HIPPEWA FALLS — 
Adam Seibel usually lets 
his cows outside for a bit 

each day, but with wind chills as 
low as -53 degrees today in the 
Chippewa Valley, the animals 
will stay in his barn.

“Usually our dry cows and 
heifers go outside,” said Seibel, 
who has 350 cows on his farm in 
the town of Woodmohr, south of 
Bloomer. “This is the first time 
we’ve closed the barn doors in 
years, to keep the heat in.”

Seibel, like other farmers 
across western Wisconsin, bat-
tled the cold weather — today’s 
low air temperature is forecast 
at -29 — while feeding their 
animals and doing their every-
day chores around their farm 
this week.

“We’re giving them extra en-
ergy in their rations, and extra 
electrolytes, and an extra bottle 
of milk,” Seibel said. “We spend 

a few extra hours in the barn, 
scraping manure and trying to 
keep it clear.”

Extra precautions are taken 
to make sure the animals stay 
warm.

“We’re putting down extra 
straw,” Seibel said. “All the 
calves and young stock all 
have blankets on them. They 
are strapped on them, with a 
buckle.”

Seibel also is concerned about 
the machinery.

“There is a risk, with convey-
ors, that could freeze up, and 
not work,” he said. “Our biggest 
concern is water lines freezing, 
or a heater stopping working in 
the middle of the night. Making 
sure everything is working is 
the big thing, and everything is 
thawed out.”

Brad Peck, who farms in 
the town of Hallie, has 400 
animals on his farm, includ-
ing 170 dairy cows. He also is 
concerned about how the cold 
weather affects his equip-
ment.

“Just getting a tractor started 
at -10 (degrees) is difficult,” 
Peck said. “I need to mix my 
feed and haul it to the cows. For 
the milking cows, it’s almost 
100 pounds of feed every day. 
I move 20,000 pounds of feed 
every day. With this weather, 
I give them an extra pound of 
corn every day.”

Farmers battle cold 
to do daily chores

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Cadott farmer George Polzin feeds his cows in sub-zero weather on Tuesday at his farm north of Cadott. Polzin is prepared for today’s low 
temperatures that could reach -53 degrees wind chill. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Cadott farmer George Polzin checks to make sure the water for his 
cows wasn’t frozen in sub-zero weather on Tuesday. View more 
photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Andrew Dowd
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College classes won’t 
be taught, garbage 
haulers are suspend-
ing service and even 
some businesses will 
be closed today in the 
Chippewa Valley due to 
extreme cold weather.

While K-12 school 
districts had already 
declared they would 
be closed during the 
current rash of subze-
ro temperatures and 
bitter cold wind chills, 
other services and 
institutions announced 
Tuesday that they are 
joining in.

Universities and col-
leges throughout west-
ern Wisconsin won’t be 
holding classes today.

“It is rare,” said 
Doug Mell, UW-Stout’s 
executive director of 
university communi-
cations and external 
relations. “We don’t do 
it except in extreme 
circumstances.”

The few winter 

weather closures the 
university has had are 
usually for snowstorms, 
he added, and typically 
just means cancelling 
afternoon or evening 
classes, not whole days.

UW-Stout canceled 
classes after 3:35 p.m. 
Tuesday, giving stu-
dents a chance to board 
the last afternoon bus 
back to their homes 
to hunker down for 
today’s frigid weather.

While classes won’t be 
held, the university will 
keep several buildings 
open. Employees who 
decide it’s unsafe for 
them to go to work are 
required to check with 
their supervisor about 
taking a personal or va-
cation day, Mell said.

UW-River Falls 
also canceled classes 
after noon Tuesday and 
won’t hold any today.

UW-Eau Claire — in 
its winterim session of 
classes until the spring 
semester starts Mon-
day — canceled today’s 
on-campus classes, but 

online courses will still 
be taught.

Chippewa Valley 
Technical College 
closed Tuesday and 
won’t have classes 
today either.

Garbage service 
canceled

Garbage and recy-
cling haulers that serve 
the Chippewa Valley 
are canceling routes 
today and Thursday 
for the safety of their 
workers.

Advanced Disposal, 
ProVyro Waste Services 
and Boxx Sanitation all 
announced they will 
not run routes on those 
days. Waste Manage-
ment spokeswoman 
Lynn Morgan confirmed 
the hauler also won’t be 
doing curbside residen-
tial pickup today and 
Thursday in Eau Claire.

Customers who 
normally get curbside 
service on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays are 
asked to keep their gar-
bage and recycling and 
put it out next week on 
their regular day.

College classes, garbage 
hauling suspended

Cold prompts service 
changes in Chippewa Valley

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

Comfort is nearly 
impossible to find in the 
dangerously cold tem-
peratures enveloping the 
Chippewa Valley.

But there is this: You 
have a chance to be a part 
of local history.

Yep, National Weath-
er Service meteorolo-
gist Brent Hewett said 
Tuesday this week’s cold 
snap is expected to reach 
historic levels, rivaling 
temperatures and wind 
chills rarely seen in more 
than a century.

The Weather Service’s 
forecast for Eau Claire 
as of Tuesday afternoon 
called for temperatures 
to plunge to minus 27 
degrees this morning 
and then hit minus 29 
tonight.

That would be the 
coldest temperature 

recorded in Eau Claire 
since it hit minus 33 
on Feb. 3, 1996, said Ed 
Hopkins, assistant state 
climatologist.

How low 
can we go? 
Temperature 

could be 
coldest in  
23 years

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

A bundled up biker 
endures sub-zero tem-
peratures Tuesday while 
making his way along 
the Chippewa River State 
Trail in Eau Claire. View 
more photos at Leader-
TelegramPhotos.com.

See FARMERS  Page 2A

See WIND CHILL  Page 2ASee CLOSINGS  Page 2A


