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By B.J. Hollars

Special to the Leader-Telegram

Strolling past Carson Park’s Hank 
Aaron Plaza, I make my way toward 
the stadium. Though I’m here on as-

signment, I couldn’t help but bring 
my ball glove along.

You know, just in case.
My fantasy goes some-

thing like this: due to 
a bad bout of food 

poisoning, one of the 
teams finds them-
selves in desperate 
need of a sub-par 
first baseman who 
hasn’t played com-
petitively since 
Little League.

“Does any-

one here fit that description?” the 
announcer calls over the speaker. 
“Anyone at all?”

At which point — at the gentle 
urging of fans, friends and the ghost 
of Babe Ruth (who happens also 
to be in the stands that day) — I 
offer a sigh and begrudgingly rise 
to the occasion. I tip my hat to my 
crowd, signaling that I will accept 
this sacred charge, and a celebra-
tory whoop goes up throughout the 
stadium. Maybe I sign a few balls 
as I weave my way toward the first 
baseline. Maybe a kid named Billy 
with a heart of gold says, “Jeepers, 
Mister. You’re my hero.”

Who can say what happens next? 
Maybe my walk-off grand slam 
helps us clinch the pennant. Or 
maybe — and perhaps this is the 

likelier version of events — I go on 
to break the all-time record for most 
consecutive errors within a single 
inning.

At which point even young Billy 
begins to boo me.

But since today’s match-up 
between Eau Claire North and 
Menomonie High School likely won’t 
lead me to fulfill any such dreams/
nightmares, I make do with a more 
manageable expectation: searching 
for the best seat in the ballpark.

There’s a science to it, but since I 
don’t know it, I’ve enlisted the help 
of 33-year-old Eau Claire Express 
CFO and owner Andy Neborak, who 
shakes my hand heartily just outside 
the stadium.

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — Rico 
De-Leon was named a first-team 
all-state football player and the 
regional defensive player of the 
year as a defensive lineman for 
the Chippewa Falls Cardinals.

However, De-Leon is equally 
proud of his many accomplish-
ments off the gridiron.

With a wry smile, De-Leon 
boasts about raising more than 
$4,000 in a variety of fundrais-
ers at the high school. He is 
eager to get involved in projects 

and spearheads the capital cam-
paigns. He credits his ability to 
reach people on social media.

“I think I’ve proven I can do 
it,” he said. “I’m good at spread-
ing the message. You have to 
have confidence to do that.”

Chippewa Falls athletic direc-
tor Mike Thompson said one of 
those fundraisers was for a River 
Falls football player, Tanner 
Kelm, who developed cancer. 
When the River Falls boys’ bas-
ketball team played at Chippewa 
Falls over the winter, De-Leon 
set up a fundraiser, with the 
money going to Kelm’s family.

“His heart is as big as it gets,” 
Thompson said. “Rico is every-
where, from gymnastics meets 
to basketball and hockey games. 
He’s there in the front row. He 
creates the vibe we have here at 
the school. He likes to get other 
people involved.”

De-Leon, 18, is from Madison. 
He moved to Chippewa Falls in 
fourth grade.

At 6-foot-3, De-Leon quickly 
became a stellar football player, 
starting as a sophomore.

“I started getting looks from 
colleges,” he said.

He began participating in 
combines and football drills 
around the state.

However, De-Leon admits he 
has struggled in school, partic-

ular his freshman year, when he 
had a 1.5 grade-point average. 
However, he got that up to a 3.5 
GPA by his junior year.

“Good grades came with hard 
work,” he said with a modest 
shrug. “I used to think B’s and 
C’s were OK. It consistently 
went up after (freshman year).”

By Chabeli Herrera

Orlando Sentinel

The International Space 
Station is open for business.

Picture it: A few years 
down the road, the station 
may no longer be complete-
ly under NASA’s purview, 
but instead run by a myriad 
of Earth-based businesses 
that test their technologies 
and manufacture things in 
space, all while sending their 
private astronauts for stays 
on the orbiting laboratory.

NASA is laying the 
groundwork for that future 
now, with a new policy that 
outlines the unprecedent-
ed opportunities it’ll make 
available for commercial 
businesses that want to take 
advantage of the station’s 
capabilities.

Under the new policy 
announced Friday, NASA 
would allow commercial 
businesses access to parts of 
the station to make, mar-
ket and promote products, 
train private astronauts 
and even use ISS resources 
for commercial activities, 
a dramatic change from its 
prior stance of prohibiting 
commercial activity on the 
station.

Searching for best seat in the ballpark

SAWDUST STORIES

See SAWDUST  Page 2A

tWO-Way StarS

Chi-Hi student proud of football,  
off-field accomplishments

Staff photo by Chris Vetter

Chippewa Falls graduate Rico De-Leon was a leader on the football field throughout his high school career for the Cardinals. However, 
he’s equally proud of his fundraising skills and getting people involved.

If You Go
• What: Chippewa Falls High 

School graduation

• When: 2 p.m. Sunday

• Where: High school gym, 

735 Terrill St.

• Graduates: 378

See CHI-HI  Page 2A

NASA opens 
space station 

to private 
citizens

See NASA  Page 11A

Get the water everybody wants.

We Solve Problem Water. GUARANTEED. KineticoWI.com
AquariusHomeServices is an

Authorized, Independent KineticoDealer

715.318.0597
Offices in: Eau Claire • Hayward • Siren * LIMITED TIME OFFER.Not valid with other offers. One offer per customer.

Offer valid for single family residential properties only. Some exclusions
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