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SPORTS • Isaacson wins Cadott Open for 4th consecutive CVGA tournament victory/1B
YOUR REGION • Eau Claire, Dunn county fairs going exhibitor-only for 2020 because of COVID-19/3A

Fla. hits
record
virus case
increase

Done with dairy

Trump wears
mask in public
for the first time
By Tamara Lush and
Pablo Gorondi
Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.
— With the United States
grappling with the worst
coronavirus outbreak in the
world, Florida hit a grim
milestone Sunday, shattering the national record for
a state’s largest single-day
increase in positive cases.
Deaths from the virus have
also been rising in the U.S.,
especially in the South and
West, though still well below
the heights hit in April, according to a recent Associated Press analysis of data from
Johns Hopkins University.
“I really do think we could
control this, and it’s the
human element that is so
critical. It should be an effort
of our country. We should be
pulling together when we’re
in a crisis, and we’re definitely not doing it,” said University of Florida epidemiologist
Dr. Cindy Prins.
Adm. Brett Giroir, a
member of the White House
coronavirus task force, called
mask-wearing in public,
which has been met with
resistance in some U.S. states,
“absolutely essential.”
Giroir, the assistant
secretary at the Health and
Human Services Department,
told ABC’s “This Week” on
Sunday that “if we don’t have
that, we will not get control
of the virus.’’
See VIRUSPage 2A
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Photo by Christine Engler

Norman Anderson brought the cows in from pasture for their final milking on Sweet Pine Farm June 15 in Fall Creek. Anderson’s daughter, Christine Engler, went out to the pasture early that morning and sat and waited for him to come and get the cows
in order to get this photo.

After 55 years of
milking, Fall Creek
farmer exits industry

Norman had planned to crop more of
his farm this summer, but because he
pastured his cattle he had to hold off on
planting the last 35 acres.
“So my corn didn’t get planted until
the day after the cows were gone,” he
By Nate Jackson
said.
The Country Today
The Andersons were milking about
30 cows at the end of their dairying.
FALL CREEK — Like 43 other WisThe farm’s tie-stall barn was designed
consin farmers, Norman and Jane Anderson of Sweet Pine Farm in Fall Creek to hold 35 animals. Over the years,
Anderson added a pipeline, a pack barn
quit the dairy industry in June.
and designed his own single-6 step-up
After 55 years of milking cows, it
parlor and expanded to milking 60 head.
wasn’t an easy decision to make, Nor“I’d do it all over again if I had to,”
man Anderson said, and because of the
coronavirus pandemic, it wasn’t easy to Norman said. “There are things you
wish you wouldn’t have done this or
accomplish.
would have done that, but operations
But on June 15, Anderson milked his
like what’s here, there’s not that many
cows for the final time before loading
more of anymore.
the herd onto trailers for their journey
“I hope we see the small dairies conto new homes.
tinue. It’s kind of a family thing, which
“It hasn’t hit too hard, because I’ve
is the biggest, most important part of
got too many undone things yet,” he
the small dairy industry.”
said. “The situation of late is, I’ve got
three tractors that went down that all
Numbers declining
need maintenance.”
As of Jan. 1, Wisconsin was home to
The Andersons had been planning
7,292 dairy farms. By July 1, the number
their exit from the dairy industry for
several months. Norman said milk pric- of dairy herds in the state had dipped to
7,079, according to the U.S. Department
es taking a hit at the beginning of the
of Agriculture National Agricultural
coronavirus pandemic in the U.S. was
Statistics Service Wisconsin field office.
just another factor in their decision.
Wisconsin lost a total of 818 milk
But because of COVID-19, the path
cow herds in 2019. The rate of decline
out of dairying wasn’t as straightforhad slowed in early 2020, but 45 dairy
ward as it otherwise might have been.
farmers exited the business in May and
Not only did dairy prices take a hit at
the onset of COVID-19, but cattle prices 44 followed in June.
After five years of depressed milk
did as well, and the Andersons didn’t
prices, a turnaround looked like it was
want to part with their herd for less
on its way in late 2019 and early this
than a fair price.
year, but the coronavirus pandemic put
“Jane’s going to retire, and I thought
I’d pull my horns in a little bit after she an end to that recovery.
The Wisconsin all milk price for May
retired,” Norman said. “And then with
COVID, the cattle market took a plunge, 2020 was $13.60 per hundredweight,
according to the June 30 NASS Agriculso we held back for a couple months.”

tural Prices report. That was 40 cents
lower than last month’s price and $4.60
lower than last May’s price.
June’s prices were projected to rebound, but Norman was worried that
wouldn’t last.
“Right now there’s a pie-in-the-sky
idea that milk will be better priced, but
it’s just going to be for a short time, I’m
thinking,” he said.

Family operation
Sweet Pine Farm has been in the Anderson family since 1885. The original
homestead and a neighboring parcel
added by Norman’s grandfather in
1936 make up the 240-acre home farm.
Another 107 acres to the north of the
home farm were added to the farmstead when his grandfather married his
grandmother.
Norman, who is about to turn 73, had
been milking for 55 years. He took over
from his father not long after graduating
high school. His milking herd started
with the gift of a 4-H animal from his
father and five cows he bought while
in high school. Norman said his father
didn’t want him to feel tied to the family
farm, so he attended short course at
UW-Madison.
“He gave me the impression I should
venture out to do something I wanted
to, but I guess I had my mind made up,”
he said.
Norman said that due to low milk
prices and wanting to get out while he’s
got his health, he’s been thinking about
leaving the industry for about four
years.
“We’d been making plans, but I guess
I enjoyed it too much to say, ‘I’m done’,”
he said.
See DAIRYPage 2A

Chicago pollution worse than Los Angeles
all of that air back toward the
shore, it can make for a really crummy day,” said Patricia
Cleary, a University of Wisconsin at Eau Claire chemist
involved in a federal study of
smog sources and trends in
Lake Michigan states.
The lake effect often leaves
vacation spots like Door County,
Wisconsin, and Saugutuck,
Michigan, with more high-smog
days than Chicago. But not so
far this year.

By Michael Hawthorne
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

CHICAGO — After missing
out on cleaner air during the
coronavirus lockdown, the
Chicago area just suffered its
longest streak of high-pollution
days in more than a decade.
Nine consecutive days of bad
air swept through the region
amid an emerging scientific link
between exposure to pollution
and COVID-19 death rates.
Low-income, predominantly
Black and Latino communities
are being hit the hardest.
Air quality has been so poor,
the entire Chicago area ended up dirtier than notoriously
smog-choked Los Angeles
during the beginning of the
month, according to a Chicago
Tribune review of federal data.
Satellites and land-based
monitors tracked how unusually hot, sunny weather in the
Midwest baked exhaust from
automobile tailpipes, diesel

Chicago Tribune/TNS

Chicago is seen Thursday from the South Shore neighborhood on a
muggy, hot and humid afternoon.
engines and factory smokestacks into smog, also known as
ground-level ozone.
Independence Day celebrations added to the problem.
Stagnant air prevented soot
pollution released by fireworks
from dispersing, increasing the
likelihood that even healthy
people had trouble breathing

during the holiday weekend.
Lake Michigan also played a
role. Smog-forming pollutants
— scientists call them precursors — collect over the lake on
sunny days, then drift inland
during late afternoons.
“If you have precursors
cooking up in this sunny zone
and then the lake breeze pushes

Unhealthy air
Swells of lung-damaging,
life-shortening pollution
prompted the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to classify
seven of the first nine days of
July as “unhealthy for sensitive
groups” in Chicago and its suburbs, meaning children, older
adults and people with lung or
heart disease should limit outdoor activity.
See CHICAGOPage 2A

