
Wednesday • november 4, 2020 $1.50

Leader-TeLegram
Facebook.com/Leader.Telegram

Twitter.com/LeaderTelegram» 
eaU CLaIre and THe CHIPPeWa vaLLey’s LeadInG neWs soUrCe sInCe 1881

65/41 Page 10B

B
ar

 C
od

e
M

on
da

y-
F

ri
da

y
B

ar
 C

od
e

Sa
tu

rd
ay

 M
or

ni
ng

B
ar

 C
od

e
Su

nd
ay

 M
or

ni
ng

LeaderTeLegram.com
volume 50 • number 125 • 2 sections • 20 pages «

SPORTS • Immanuel Lutheran’s Oster cousins get to share state VB experience/1B

YOUR REGION • Steady turnout reported as Chippewa Valley voters cast their ballots/3A

Index
aces bridge ............................8b
business ...............................10a
Classifieds ..............................8b
Comics ....................................7b
Crosswords ......................6b, 9b
Health .....................................8a
Horoscope ..............................6b
obituaries ............................. 4a
opinion ...................................9a
Public notices .........................9b
Puzzles ...................................6b
region ....................................3a
sports .....................................1b
sudoku....................................6b
dear abby ..............................6b
Travel ...................................10b
Weather ................................10a
Wonderword ..........................9b

» Families surveyed on 
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By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — In Wis-
consin’s most hotly contested 
congressional race, U.S. Rep. 
Ron Kind appears locked in a 
tough fight in his bid for a 13th 
term.

As of press time, Kind, D-La 
Crosse, held a slight lead over 
Republican challenger Der-
rick Van Orden of Hager City 
in western Wisconsin’s 3rd 
Congressional 
District.

As of mid-
night Kind had 
158,445 votes, 
compared 
with 146,221 
for Van Orden, 
according to 
The Associated 
Press.

“I’m cau-
tiously optimis-
tic,” Kind said 
in a Zoom call 
with reporters. 
“Let’s wait for 
the votes to be 
counted.”

Van Orden 
campaign spokesman Justin 
Giorgio said Van Orden 
was still feeling confident 
as of 11:10 p.m. and just 
watching and waiting for 
final results.

Kind, 57, a La Crosse 
native and former La Crosse 
County prosecutor, ran on 
his record of listening to 
colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle and being a rare 
moderate in an increasingly 
polarized Congress. He has 
consistently been named 
as one of the more biparti-
san members of Congress 
in rankings by nonpartisan 
groups and said that makes 
him a good fit for one of the 
nation’s last swing districts, 
which includes Eau Claire 
and La Crosse.

Van Orden, 50, who grew 
up in Hartland, is a retired 
U.S. Navy SEAL who served 
around the world in the mil-
itary for 26 years, including 
five combat deployments. 
He also worked as a business 
consultant and cafe operator 
before moving to a hobby 
farm in Pierce County last 
year.

Van Orden, who never pre-
viously had run for elected 
office, said he was inspired to 
run in part by what he called 
the “sham” impeachment 
of GOP President Donald 
Trump by congressional 
Democrats. He campaigned 
on the need for change in a 
district that has had the same 
representative for 24 years.

Republicans targeted the 
race because the 3rd District 
was one of only 21 House dis-
tricts in the country to back 
former Democratic President 
Barack Obama in 2012 and 
Republican President Donald 
Trump in 2016. Obama car-
ried the district with 59% of 
the vote in 2008 and 55% in 
2012, while Trump won the 
district with 49% in 2016.

The result was a cam-
paign that attracted heavy 
spending by outside groups 
and the candidates. Kind 
had spent nearly $4 million 
through Oct. 14, compared 
with $1.7 million for Van 
Orden, according to figures 
from the Center for Respon-
sive Politics.

democracy in action

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Voters wait in socially distanced lines Tuesday at River Prairie Center in Altoona. Municipal clerks 
throughout the Chippewa Valley reported steady turnout on Election Day even after receiving a 
record-breaking number of absentee ballots. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram Staff

EAU CLAIRE — Jodi Emer-
son will continue to represent 
Eau Claire in the Wisconsin 
State Assem-
bly.

Emerson, 
a Democrat 
who was first 
elected in 
2018, received 
61.9% of the 
vote Tuesday, 
handily secur-
ing a victory 
in the state’s 
91st Assem-
bly District. 
Republican 
challenger 
Charlie Walk-
er received 
38% of the 
vote.

“I’m really happy that the 
people of the 91st put their 
faith in me for another two 
years,” Emerson said. “It’s 
humbling that they selected 
me to be their voice in Mad-
ison … I’m truly honored 
by their support and their 
vote.”

Walker congratulated 
Emerson on a well-run cam-
paign and victory.

“We knew going in that 
we were the underdog,” 
Walker said. “We give Jodi 
our best and wish her well 
in the future.”
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3RD CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— President Donald 
Trump won Florida, the 

nation’s most prized battleground 
state, as he and Democrat Joe Biden 
on Tuesday battled to the finish of 
an epic campaign that will shape 
America’s response to the surging 
pandemic and foundational ques-
tions of economic fairness and 
racial justice.

The two men were locked in tight races 
across the country, with Trump also claiming 
the battlegrounds of Ohio and Iowa while 
Biden won Minnesota and Iowa, two modest 
prizes the president had hoped to steal.

Races were too early to call in some of 
other fiercely contested and critical states on 
the map, including North Carolina, Georgia 
and Pennsylvania. The president, by early 
Wednesday, had retained many states he won 
in 2016 and, as long predicted, the race in 
part seemed to rest on the three northern in-
dustrial states where Trump most surprised 
the Democrats four year ago Michigan, Wis-
consin and Pennsylvania.

Millions of voters braved their worries 
about the virus — and some long lines — to 
turn out in person, joining 102 million fellow 
Americans who voted days or weeks earlier, 
a record number that represented 73% of the 
total vote in the 2016 presidential election.

Early results in several key battleground 
states were in flux as election officials 
processed a historically large number of 

mail-in votes. Democrats typically outper-
form Republicans in mail voting, while the 
GOP looks to make up ground in Election 
Day turnout. That means the early margins 
between the candidates could be influenced 
by which type of votes — early or Election 
Day — were being reported by the states.

Florida was the biggest, fiercely contested 
battleground on the map, with both campaigns 
battling over its 29 Electoral College votes.

Trump adopted Florida as his new home 
state, wooed its Latino community, particu-
larly Cuban-Americans, and held rallies there 
incessantly. For his part, Biden deployed his 
top surrogate — President Barack Obama — 
there twice in the campaign’s closing days 
and benefitted from a $100 million pledge in 
the state from Michael Bloomberg.

Control of the Senate was at stake, too: 
Democrats needed to net three seats if Biden 
captured the White House to gain control of 
all of Washington for the first time in a de-
cade. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell of Kentucky won reelection in an early 
victory for the Republicans, and GOP Sen. 
Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, a close 
Trump ally, fought off a fierce challenge to 
hang onto his seat.

The parties traded a pair of seats in other 
early results: Democratic former Colorado 
Gov. John Hickenlooper defeated incumbent 
Sen. Cory Gardner, and in Alabama Repub-
lican Tommy Tuberville knocked off Sen. 
Doug Jones. The House was expected to 
remain under Democratic control.

As the results began to come in, the nation 
braced for what was to come — and an out-
come that might not be known for days.
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STILL 
WAITING
EYES LOCKED ON MIDWEST AS VOTES 
ARE COUNTED IN PRESIDENTIAL RACE

The Berkshire Eagle via AP

Voters cast their ballots at the St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish Center Tuesday in North Adams, 
Mass.

2020 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
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