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By Brooke Bechen
The Country Today

MADISON — Last year’s Wis-
consin FFA Convention included 
a special moment for one daughter 
and her mother as the first “Teach 
Ag Signing Day Event” was held 
during the 89th annual convention.

An FFA adviser recalled that 
as the young woman stood in 
line, waiting to sign her letter of 
intent to one of the top agriculture 
schools in the state, tears streamed 
down the face of her proud moth-
er. Her daughter had seen dozens 
of students at her high school 
sign letters of intent to colleges 
for their athletic abilities, but had 
never dreamed of having her own 
proud moment, signing her own 
letter of commitment in front of a 
large, cheering audience.

The mother said it was the best 
thing that had happened to her 
daughter, just one of nine students 
from across the state that had 
been accepted to study agriculture 
education at UW-Platteville or 
UW-River Falls.

At this year’s 90th Wisconsin FFA 
Convention, 24 students beamed as 
they sat down with college adminis-
trators to sign paperwork committing 
themselves to study agricultural 
education, their families, fellow FFA 
members and advisers cheering from 
the audience.

“That’s my sister!” a sibling 
exclaimed as Cassidy Van Bu-
ren of Waupun FFA signed her 
documentation, with her mother 
looking on from over her shoulder.

Van Buren knew she wanted to 
be a teacher from a young age, but 
had envisioned teaching kinder-
garten and early childhood. But 
that changed when she joined FFA 
in seventh grade.

“Once I joined, I knew right 
away that teaching agriculture was 
something I wanted to do for the 
rest of my life,” she said.

She has been accepted into the 
agriculture education program at 
UW-River Falls; once she grad-
uates, she hopes to teach others 
about agriculture, bringing a 
special focus to the importance of 
giving back to the community as 
her own FFA chapter does.

“FFA and agriculture happen 
with everyone, and you need the 
whole community,” she said. “It’s 
important to give back.”

Abbygail Hayes of Columbus 
FFA also joined the organization 
in seventh grade. Growing up on 
an organic dairy farm, her siblings 
had also been involved.

Twenty-four 
FFA students 
‘tagged to 
teach ag’ at 
convention
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C
HIPPEWA FALLS — 
The first year of Wiscon-
sin’s industrial hemp pilot 

program proved a challenge to 
farmers. This year, more than 
six times the number of farmers 
who participated in the inaugural 
season are hoping to give the crop 
a try.

In an effort to take some pres-
sure off future hemp growers, the 
UW-Madison College of Agri-
cultural and Life Sciences and 
UW-Extension are participating 
in a statewide project hoping to 
uncover best growing practices 
for the crop.

Wisconsin’s industrial hemp 
program launched in the 2018 
growing season with about 250 
licensed growers, although many 
of those did not actually plant a 
crop. License applications rose 
dramatically for the 2019 season, 
largely in response to the new 
farm bill’s removal of hemp from 
the controlled substances list. 
More than 2,000 farmers and 
businesses have applied to grow 
or process industrial hemp in 
2019, according to the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection.

“There’s lots of interest,” 
UW-Extension Buffalo County 
Agriculture Educator Carl Duley 
said. “But I’m not sure how 
many people will get seed in the 
ground.”

Nearly 1,500 farmers applied 
for licenses to grow hemp in the 
state this year, up from 260 in 
2018. There were also 716 appli-
cations for a processing license, 
up from 107 a year ago.

A difficult growing season, 
limited seed options and unclear 
regulations presented obstacles 
for farmers who jumped at the 
chance to grow industrial hemp in 
Wisconsin in 2018.

With test plots going in around 
the state this year, things could 
get easier in the future.

Test plots this year in Buffalo 
and Chippewa counties will in-
clude fertilizer trials on different 
varieties of hemp. They are also 
doing small plot variety trials 
and CBD oil variety trials on the 
Chippewa County plot and larger 
strip plots in Buffalo County.

The Chippewa County tests 
will mirror tests being done at 
UW-Madison’s Agricultural Re-

search Station north of Madison 
but on Chippewa County’s sandi-
er soils, Duley said.

The UW-Extension testing will 
include four varieties of the in-
dustrial hemp plant: CBD variet-
ies, grain varieties, fiber varieties 
and multipurpose varieties that 
produce both grain and fiber.

“We’ll monitor how aggressive 
(the hemp varieties) are, because 
weed control is a big issue; we’ll 
monitor disease and insect issues; 
and at harvest, we’ll evaluate for 
yield,” Duley said.

Duley said they will be looking 
to be able to give farmers specific 
fertilizer recommendations in the 
future.

Extension hemp tests 
could ease learning curve
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UW-Madison master’s student Haleigh Ortmeier-Clarke, left, is using the UW-Extension industrial hemp 
trials for her master’s thesis on the crop.

UW-Extension agricultural agents are taking part in industrial hemp 
projects, growing the crop on test plots in Chippewa and Buffalo coun-
ties and at the UW-Madison College of Agricultural and Life Sciences’ 
Arlington Agricultural Research Station north of Madison.
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SPRING GREEN — Two-hun-
dred artists from across the country 
will flock to the River Valley area 
the last full weekend in June for 
the Spring Green Arts and Crafts 
Fair, a tradition in which some 
have participated for 50 years.

The fair started in 1969 as a way 
to support arts in the River Valley 
area. As history tells it, two local 
women were playing a bridge 
game one winter when they had a 
thought to organize an art fair to 
promote Spring Green in a nice, 
clean, family way. The women ap-
proached the Spring Green Cham-
ber of Commerce, who supported 
the event with $300 in seed money.

With the help of arts groups, 
including the Baraboo Art Asso-
ciation, the very first art fair was 
held July 17-18, 1969, with about 
125 artists gathered on the lawn of 
a house on the corner of Jefferson 

and Worcester streets. It rained 
both days, but it didn’t dampen the 
spirits of those who organized it; 
despite the rain, the first fair was 
deemed a success.

The second art fair was held 

again on July 17-18, 1970, al-
though the event had moved to 
the village park. After that second 
year, the fair was moved down-
town to Jefferson Street, where 
it has been held ever since. The 
committee continues to work to 
make the annual art fair a success, 
encouraging new and old residents 
of the area to share their ideas and 
get involved in the community.

In 1975, the date of the Spring 
Green Arts and Crafts Fair was 
moved to the last weekend in June 
so it did not compete with the 
City of Madison’s art fair, which 
was scheduled for the same July 
weekend.

Another change came in 1991 
when the fair became juried, 
with artists submitting images of 
their work through an application 
process, which are then reviewed 
by the committee who accepts a 
number of artists in each of the 
following categories: glass, wood, 
painting, fiber, graphics, pottery, 

sculpture, jewelry, photography 
and fine arts/other.

Linda Reese, a fine arts and 
jewelry artist, has been partici-
pating in the Spring Green Arts 
and Crafts Fair since 1990. Reese 
and her husband split their time 
between their residences in Minne-
sota and Arizona, hitting 40 shows 
each year, many in the Fountain 
Heights, Ariz., area during the 
winter months and then more in 
the Midwest during the summer 
months.

“The Spring Green fair is one 
of my favorite ones,” Reese said. 
“It’s a great show that draws a big 
crowd and we have a big following 
there.”

She first heard of the fair through 
artist friends from New York who 
had participated in the 1980s; 
they encouraged Reese to apply 
to exhibit and her jewelry and 
hand-painted clothing items were 
accepted into the fair.

Artists celebrate 50 years of Spring Green fair
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Nick Ringelstetter, an artist from 
Spring Green, got his start at the 
Spring Green Arts and Crafts Fair. 
This will be his 11th year exhibiting, 
with his art now taking him all over 
the world.
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