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Columnist: Even those in 
Trump’s administration say he 
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petency of 10-year-old. Page 3A
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U
W-Eau Claire students enjoy the company of a dog at the university’s Hilltop Center Mon-

day night during Dogfest. The event was designed to provide students with a break from 

stress as they prepare for finals, which are scheduled to begin Monday.  

STUDENTS’ BEST FRIEND

By Scott Bauer and 
Ivan Moreno

Associated Press

PEWAUKEE — Wis-
consin Gov. Scott Walker 
said Tuesday he’s consid-
ering at least one partial 
veto of bills Republican 
lawmakers approved in 

a lame-duck session that 
would cut into the pow-
ers of the Democrat who 
defeated him.

But he also down-
played concerns over 
what the Legislature ap-
proved, voicing support 
for some of the most 
consequential changes. 
Among them is a limita-
tion on early voting to 
no more than two weeks 
before an election.

“For all this hype and 
hysteria — much of 
which I think is driv-
en by fundraising for 
political purposes — the 

bottom line is there is 
not a fundamental shift 
in powers, no matter 
what happens with this 
legislation,” Walker told 
reporters in Pewaukee 
following an event cele-
brating small businesses. 
“Read it. Just read it. 
There is not a fundamen-
tal shift out there.”

The Republican power 
play in Wisconsin comes 
as Michigan Republicans 
consider similar moves 
against incoming Demo-
crats in that state. North 

Walker: Partial vetoes 
possible on some bills
Gov. mulling 

GOP measures 
passed in 
lame-duck 

session

By Ellen Knickmeyer 
and John Flesher

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration 
proposed withdrawing 
federal protections for 
countless waterways 
and wetlands across the 
country Tuesday, mak-
ing good on President 
Donald Trump’s cam-
paign pledge to weaken 
landmark Obama-era 

water rules long opposed 
by some developers, 
farmers, and oil, gas, and 
mining executives.

The scaling back of 
federal oversight is “rec-
ognizing and respecting 
the primary authority of 
states and tribes” over 
the waterways, R.D. 
James, assistant sec-
retary of the Army for 
civil works, said during a 

Trump administration 
proposes rollback of 
federal water rules
Protections for waterways, 

wetlands would be withdrawn
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By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

Increases to Eau Claire’s 
city-issued permits, 
licenses and fees were ap-

proved after 
a month of 
delays.

Over 
concerns 
that raising 
building 
permits 
could affect 
housing 
affordabil-

ity, the City Council had 
delayed a decision in 
mid-November but voted 
10-0 Tuesday to approve 
the fee changes as they 
were originally presented.

“I don’t think, in my 
opinion, they would affect 
housing prices that much,” 
Councilman David Strobel 
said.

city 
fee 

hikes 
OK’d
Exemption 
policy for 

permits may 
come in ’19

Strobel
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By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

With a regional task 
force on housing afford-
ability nearing its finale, 
Eau Claire leaders want 
to see what that group 
comes up with before 
crafting a strategy to 
meet the city’s needs.

Eau Claire is hoping 
some of the answers to its 
questions about the need 
for more housing in the 
city will be addressed by 
the task force that began 
its work in late June and 
is expected to make its 
final report next month.

“There’s going to be 
some very tangible things 
coming out of that task 
force,” City Manager Dale 

Peters said. “It’s prudent 
to wait and see what this 
task force comes up with 
and build off of that.”

The Chippewa Valley 
Housing Task Force, 
which is led by Eau Claire 
community director Scott 
Allen and Altoona city 
planner Joshua Clements, 
includes volunteers from 
the public and private 
sector that have been 
researching the region’s 
housing shortage.

Allen gave a taste of 
that group’s findings 
during a Tuesday evening 
Eau Claire City Council 
work session at the coun-
ty courthouse, 721 Oxford 
Ave.

Allen brought early 
results of an analysis 
showing shortages for 
single-family home price 
categories in the Eau 
Claire area corresponding 
to income brackets that 
could afford them.

“We’re seeing actually 
a number of households 
in the upper income 
brackets — over $75,000 a 

year — with a low inven-
tory available to them,” 
he said. “But we’re seeing 
the same on the other end 
of bell curve.”

Allen then pointed 
to the end of the chart 
showing a shortage of 
homes priced around 
$80,000 that people in 
lower income brackets 
could afford.

But new homes being 
built in Eau Claire are 
mostly valued at more 
than $250,000.

“We’re seeing the great-
est expansion of housing 
construction on the up-
per end,” Allen said.

The average new 
single-family home — 

including twin homes 
— goes for $265,000 now, 
said Councilman Terry 
Weld, an Eau Claire real 
estate agent.

“That number will 
continue to rise,” he said, 
noting the rising cost of 
labor as local builders 
have even gone across 
state lines to get trades-
men to finish jobs.

Weld said first-time 
homebuyers in the area 
had been buying $125,000 
houses a few years ago, 
but those prices have 
gone up to $150,000 and 
even $175,000 as the mar-
ket has heated up lately.

“The inventory is a 
huge driver for what’s 

Eau Claire looks to  
housing task force

City waits for group’s findings to craft policy

Peters Weld
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