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By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram Staff

EAU CLAIRE — As the 
number of Americans dead 
from COVID-19 reached 
200,000 this week, the 
past several 
months have 
shown that 
disparities 
exist regard-
ing health 
outcomes.

According 
to the Centers 
for Disease 
Control and 
Prevention, as of Aug. 18, 
Black Americans were 2.1 
times more likely to die 
from COVID-19 than white 
Americans. That is not be-
cause of genetic differences, 
but rather because of social 
determinants of health. 
Those factors include 
income, living conditions, 
housing insecurity, access to 
health care and jobs requir-
ing in-person work.

To address those issues, 
Dr. Mark Wieland, a Mayo 
Clinic internal medicine 
physician, discussed his 
recent work and answered 
questions during a media 
availability Tuesday after-
noon. Wieland talked about 
inequitable health outcomes 
he’s seen, how to com-
municate with vulnerable 
groups and the opportunity 
the country has to combat 
systemic racism.

Communication plays a 
role in decreasing COVID-19 
inequities. 

mayo 
doctor 

discusses 
COVId-19 
inequities

By Scott Bauer
Associated Press

MADISON — Faced with 
soaring coronavirus cases 
across Wisconsin, particularly 
on college campuses, Gov. Tony 
Evers on Tuesday extended a 
statewide mask mandate until 
Nov. 21.

The order, which has been 
in effect since August, was 
scheduled to expire on Mon-
day. Evers extended the order 
even as his authority to issue 
a previous mandate is being 
challenged by conservatives in 
court.

“We are seeing an alarming 
increase in cases across our 
state, especially on campus,” 
Evers said in announcing the 
extension. “We need folks 
to start taking this seriously, 
and young people especially 
— please stay home as much 
as you are able, skip heading 
to the bars, and wear a mask 
whenever you go out. We need 
your help to stop the spread of 
this virus, and we all have to do 
this together.”

Wisconsin’s COVID-19 cases 
have been soaring and the state 
now ranks third in the country 

for new cases per capita. A 
month ago, Wisconsin ranked 
26th. Over the past two weeks, 
the rolling average number of 
daily new cases has gone up by 
912, an increase of nearly 104%. 

There were 357 new cases per 
100,000 people in Wisconsin 
over the past two weeks.

In total, more than 104,000 
people have tested positive 
for COVID-19 in Wisconsin 

and there have been 1,251 
deaths, according to the state 
Department of Health Ser-
vices.

Despite the surge of cases 
on University of Wisconsin 
campuses, Evers has stood by 
university leaders’ decision to 
open dorms and allow in-per-
son instruction. But as the virus 
spread quickly among students, 
campuses across the state have 
had to quarantine dorms, fra-
ternity and sorority houses, and 
temporarily shift to online-only 
classes.

At the flagship Madison 
campus, the university is test-
ing thousands of students, has 
quarantined two dorms and 
has gone to online instruction 
for two weeks in an attempt to 
slow the spread of the virus. 
University leaders voted last 
week to cancel spring break in 
March to reduce the risk of stu-
dents traveling and contracting 
the virus.

The Madison campus report-
ed that as of Monday, nearly 
2,700 students had tested 
positive for the virus since 
early August. Additionally, 49 
employees tested positive.

evers extends Wisconsin’s mask mandate until nov. 21

Associated Press

In this Aug. 26 photo, first-grade teacher Jessica Johnson asks stu-
dents if they’ve been sick or near anyone who’s been sick before the 
start of the first day of school at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School 
in De Pere. Gov. Tony Evers has extended Wisconsin’s mask mandate 
until Nov. 21, citing a surge in coronavirus cases across the state.

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Chippewa 
Valley Republicans expressed 
excitement Tuesday about this 
week’s scheduled visit to Eau 
Claire by Vice President Mike 
Pence.

The vice president is expect-
ed to talk about the importance 
of manufacturing during a stop 
at Midwest Manufacturing on 
Thursday — less than six weeks 
from the Nov. 3 election.

No times or other details had 
been released about the visit as 
of press time, It follows campaign 
stops last week to Mosinee by 
President Donald Trump and 
Monday to Manitowoc by Demo-
cratic challenger and former Vice 
President Joe Biden.

Brian Westrate of Fall Creek, 
treasurer of the Republican Party 
of Wisconsin, said the visits by 

Pence and Trump show they are 
interested in Wisconsin — even 
the “up north” parts of the state 
often ignored by candidates.

“It is a long-held belief with-
in politics that in-person visits 
matter to voters,” Westrate said. 
“Voters like to believe that a 
candidate has been to where they 
live and knows a little about how 
they live. Each of us wants to 
think our corner of the world is 
worth inspection.”

Westrate is also optimistic 
Pence’s visit could have a posi-
tive impact on Republican can-
didates in other races, citing the 
conventional political wisdom 
that “the better the top of the 
ticket does, the better everybody 
down ballot does” in that party.

“My hope is that this visit from 
the vice president would shine 
some additional light on other 
Republican candidates up and 
down the ticket,” Westrate said.

One of those candidates, Re-
publican congressional hopeful 
Derrick Van Orden of Hager City, 
plans to join Pence at the Eau 
Claire event. Van Orden is chal-
lenging U.S. Rep. Ron Kind, D-La 
Crosse, who will be joined today 

by former second lady Jill Biden 
in a virtual campaign event, in 
the 3rd Congressional District.

“Derrick is excited to be there 
because it builds on the grass-
roots momentum he’s already 
seeing,” said Van Orden cam-
paign spokesman Justin Giorgio.

Giorgio said the visit offers two 
potential benefits: It can help any 
candidate who is recognized by 
a vice president, and it can gener-
ate enthusiasm to vote among 
the party faithful.

State Sen. Kathy Bernier, 
R-Lake Hallie, who isn’t up for 
reelection this year but nonethe-
less has been campaigning for 
fellow Republican legislators, 
said she isn’t sure yet if she will 
be able to attend the Pence event. 
Still, she maintained such a vice 
presidential visit could provide a 
boost to other Republicans.

“The coattails work all the way 
up and down the roster,” Bernier 
said. “It’s important to identify 
with the party and the policies 
you agree with.”

After his appearance in Eau 
Claire, Pence is scheduled to 
start a bus tour and attend a Cops 
for Trump event in Minneapolis. 
He last visited the Chippewa 
Valley in May 2019 when he held 
a rally at J&D Manufacturing in 
Altoona to tout the U.S.-Mexi-
co-Canada Agreement.

Contact: 715-833-9209, eric.
lindquist@ecpc.com, @ealscoop 
on Twitter
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Pence to speak 

Thursday 
at Midwest 
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Vice President Mike Pence, 
shown speaking to workers 
and area residents in May 2019 
during a stop at J&D Manufac-
turing in Altoona, is scheduled 
to stop Thursday at Midwest 
Manufacturing in Eau Claire.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

After having a COVID-19 wedding in the Eau Claire County Courthouse on Tuesday, Sam Jensen and Emma Heitzig of Eau 
Claire had their photos taken in Owen Park by friend Thomas Rada, left, and sister of the bride, Angelina Heitzig. View more 
photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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