
By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — Wiscon-
sin Republicans moved 
quickly Monday to 
change the 2020 presi-
dential primary date at a 
cost of millions of dollars 
to benefit a conservative 
state Supreme Court 
justice, part of a rare 
lame-duck session that 
would also weaken the 
newly elected Democrat-
ic governor and attorney 
general.

The proposals would 
shift power to the 
GOP-controlled Legisla-
ture and allow outgoing 
Republican Gov. Scott 
Walker to make one last 
major mark on the state’s 
political landscape after 
he lost re-election in 
November.

Angry opponents filled 
the hallways of the Wis-
consin Capitol, and the 
hearing room, banging on 
the doors and chanting 
“Respect our votes!” and 
“Shame!”
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By Calvin Woodward, 
Laurie Kellman and 

Ashraf Khalil

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
nation’s capital embraced 
George H.W. Bush in death 
Monday with solemn cer-
emony and high tributes 
to his service and decency, 
as the remains of the 41st 
president took their place 
in the Capitol rotunda for 
three days of mourning 
and praise by the political 
elite and everyday citizens 
alike.

With Bush’s casket atop 

the Lincoln Catafalque, 
first used for Abraham 
Lincoln’s 1865 funeral, 
dignitaries came forward 
to honor the Texan whose 
efforts for his country 
extended three-quarters 
of a century from World 
War II through his final 
years as an advocate for 
volunteerism and relief 
for people displaced by 
natural disaster.

President from 1989 to 
1993, Bush died Friday at 
age 94.

In an invocation open-
ing Monday evening’s 
ceremony, the U.S. House 

chaplain, the Rev. Patrick 
J. Conroy, praised Bush’s 
commitment to public 
service, from Navy pilot to 
congressman, U.N. ambas-
sador, envoy to China and 
then CIA director before 
being elected vice presi-
dent and then president.

“Here lies a great man,” 
said Rep. Paul Ryan, the 
House speaker, and “a 
gentle soul. ... His legacy is 
grace perfected.”

Vice President Mike 
Pence and Republican 
Senate leader Mitch 
McConnell also spoke. 
President Donald Trump 

did not attend, but he and 
first lady Melania Trump 
came to the Capitol later 
Monday to pay tribute. 
They stood in front of 
the casket with their eyes 
closed for a few moments, 
before Trump saluted the 
casket.

Political combatants set 
aside their fights to honor 
a Republican who led in a 
less toxic era and at times 
found commonality with 
Democrats despite sharp 
policy disagreements. 
Democratic Rep. Nancy 
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GOP forges ahead with 
power-stripping bills

Lame-duck session focused on changing 2020 presidential primary date and 
making changes to the duties of the governor and attorney general’s offices

Associated Press

People crowding a hallway vent their anger outside a lame-duck session of the Joint Finance Committee Mon-
day at the Capitol in Madison. Republicans are holding a rare lame-duck legislative session to give outgoing GOP 
Gov. Scott Walker a chance to limit the powers of his incoming Democratic successor, move the 2020 presiden-
tial primary date to benefit a conservative state Supreme Court justice and enact a host of other changes almost 
certain to spur legal challenges.

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

Four weeks after Dem-
ocrats swept all statewide 
elections, incoming and 
outgoing Democratic law-
makers from west-cen-
tral Wisconsin decried 
Monday’s launch of a 
lame-duck legislative ses-
sion they characterized 
as Republicans seeking to 
circumvent the results of 
those midterms.

Regional Republicans, 
meanwhile, sought to 
downplay the significance 
of a series of bills that 
would limit the power of 

Democratic Gov.-elect 
Tony Evers and Attorney 
General-elect Josh Kaul.

The bills being con-
sidered in the so-called 
“extraordinary session” 
— after the November 
elections but before new-
ly elected officials take 
office in January — were 
up for a public hearing 
and committee vote 
Monday, setting the stage 
for the Republican-con-
trolled Legislature to vote 
on the measures today.

Democrats expressed 
outrage that Republican 
leaders would seek to 
push through changes 

weakening 
Evers and 
Kaul right 
after voters 
picked the 
Democrats 
to lead 
state gov-
ernment. 
Republi-

cans have controlled the 
Assembly, Senate and 
governor’s office since 
2011.

“I call this demolishing 
democracy,” said Sen.-
elect Jeff Smith, D-town 
of Brunswick. “If they 
think they can control the 
state of Wisconsin, even 

though 
they can’t 
get voters 
of this state 
to agree 
with them, 
that’s not 
democra-
cy.”

Smith 
called it a sad week in 
Wisconsin history.

“It brings shame down 
on Wisconsin once again 
with these sorts of antics 
by the leadership of a 
party that doesn’t truly 
believe in voters’ right to 
make their own deci-
sions,” he said.

Rep.-
elect Jodi 
Emerson, 
D-Eau 
Claire, was 
similarly 
frustrated, 
calling the 
measures 
the polit-

ical equivalent of a kid 
who doesn’t get his way 
saying, “I’m going to take 
my ball and go home.”

“It is partisan politics at 
its worst,” Emerson said.

Outgoing Rep. Dana 
Wachs, D-Eau Claire, 

area democratic lawmakers  
decry lame-duck session bills
Republicans accused of trying to do end run around midterm elections results

EmersonSmith Wachs
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Bush: ‘Gentle soul,’ ‘great man’
Washington ceremony, tribute pay homage to former president

Associated Press/

Former President George W. Bush, Laura Bush, left, and 
other family members watch as the flag-draped casket of 
former President George H.W. Bush is carried by a joint 
services military honor guard to lie in state in the rotun-
da of the U.S. Capitol on Monday in Washington.

By Dan Holtz

Leader-Telegram staff

The city’s Plan Commis-
sion took action Monday 
night to allow two devel-
opers to continue with 
plans to change buildings 
long home to businesses 
in the downtown area into 
apartments.

The commission ap-
proved rezoning for one 
plan and a site plan for 
the second proposal to 
allow the two developers 
to change warehouse and 

downtown 
apartment 
plans to 
proceed
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