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MEMORIAL GRAD KITZMANN 
RETURNS TO FOOTBALL  

AFTER MILITARY CAREER

BACK IN 
ACTION

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— In riveting testimo-
ny, a former national 
security official declared 
Thursday that a U.S. 
ambassador carried out a 
controversial “domestic 
political errand” for Don-
ald Trump on Ukraine, 
an allegation undercut-
ting a main line of the 
president’s defense in the 
impeachment inquiry.

Fiona Hill told House 
investigators she came 
to realize Ambassador 
Gordon Sondland wasn’t 
simply operating outside 
official diplomatic chan-
nels, as she and others 
suspected, but carrying 
out instructions from 
Trump.

“He was being involved 
in a domestic political 
errand, and we were be-
ing involved in national 
security foreign policy,” 
she testified, “and those 
two things had just di-

verged.”
Hill’s comment fol-

lowed a blistering back-
and-forth during ques-
tioning from Republicans 
at the House hearing.

Testimony from Hill 
and David Holmes, a 
State Department adviser 
in Kyiv, capped an in-
tense week in the historic 
inquiry and reinforced 
the central complaint: 
that Trump used foreign 
policy for political aims, 
setting off alarms across 
the U.S. national secu-
rity and foreign policy 
apparatus.

Democrats allege 
Trump was relying on 
the discredited idea that 
Ukraine rather than 
Russia interfered in the 
2016 U.S. election as he 
sought investigations in 
return for two things: 
U.S. military aid that 
Ukraine needed to fend 
off Russian aggression, 

and a White House visit 
the new Ukrainian pres-
ident wanted that would 
demonstrate his backing 
from the West.

One by one, Hill, a 
Russia expert at the 
White House’s National 
Security Council until 
this summer, took on 
Trump’s defenses.

She and Holmes both 
told House investigators 
it was abundantly clear 
Trump’s lawyer Rudy 
Giuliani was pursuing 
political investigations of 
Democrats and Joe Biden 
in Ukraine.

“He was clearly push-
ing forward issues and 
ideas that would, you 
know, probably come 
back to haunt us and in 
fact,” Hill testified, “I 
think that’s where we are 
today.”

And Hill stood up for 
Lt. Col. Alexander Vind-
man, the Army officer 

who testified earlier and 
whom Trump’s allies 
tried to discredit.” He 
remains at the White 
House National Security 
Council.

At one point, Republi-
cans interjected, trying 
to cut off Hill’s response 
as she flipped the script 
during the afternoon of 
questioning. The GOP 

lawmakers had been 
trying to highlight her 
differences with Sond-
land, the ambassador 
to the European Union 
who delivered damaging 
testimony Wednesday 
about what he said was 
Trump’s “quid pro quo” 
pursuit of the political 
investigations.

ex-security official rebuts Trump defense
Fiona Hill: President sent Ambassador  
Sondland on ‘domestic political errand’

Associated Press

Former White House national security aide Fiona Hill 
and David Holmes, a U.S. diplomat in Ukraine, testify 
before the House Intelligence Committee Thursday on 
Capitol Hill in Washington.

By JR Radcliffe

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

It seemed to Tom Skibosh 
that every entrant into the 
Milwaukee Brewers logo 

contest somehow in-
volved a mug of beer. 
And they weren’t 
good.

The year was 1977, and 
Skibosh was the Brew-
ers director of publicity. 
The team had invited logo 
submissions, and he was 
sifting through 1,931 entries 
by aspiring artists. He had a 
home office at the time, and 
the entries were all over the 
floor.

“A lot of these things were just terri-
ble,” he recalled. “There were stick men 
holding a bottle of beer and that type 
of stuff. We had one with a really thick 
packet, had to be an inch thick, and it’s 
a lawyer explaining how he gets all the 
rights if we pick his logo. It was a stick 
man with a mug of beer too. He did 
more work in drawing up this guarantee 

than he did in his artwork. I was start-
ing to panic because none of these were 
worth anything; they were pretty bad.”

The Brewers were looking for a new 
brand. Having more or less re-purposed 
the colors and look of the 1969 Seattle 
Pilots uniforms when the franchise 

moved to Milwaukee in 1970, 
the front office was now 
looking for something 
more distinctive.

Skibosh said it was 
then-vice president of 
marketing Dick Hack-
ett who suggested the 

Brewers give fans a chance 
to be part of the process, 

establishing a contest for 
new logo submissions.

Nearly 250 miles northwest 
of Milwaukee, 29-year-old 
UW-Eau Claire art student 

Tom Meindel heard an advertisement 
promoting the contest as he listened 
to the radio broadcast of the New York 
Yankees facing the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers in the 1977 World Series.

He presented a design concept to his 
wife, Elaine, another art student.

“I knew right away that was going 
to be a winner, I just knew it,” she said 
from her home in Green Bay. “I told 

him, ‘Don’t change a thing, send it in 
right now.’ ”

It was, of course, a piece of art that 
would become associated with the Mil-
waukee Brewers in one way or another 
for the next 40 years. The ball-in-glove 
logo became the club’s primary insig-
nia from 1979-93. In 2006, the Brewers 
created a “retro Friday” promotion, 
regularly returning to the logo, and it 
was resurrected more in recent years, 
including for 52 games in 2019.

LeGeNdary LoGo
UW-EC student paid $2,000 for creating iconic Milwaukee Brewers logo

Photos courtesy of Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Craig Counsell, left, with Brewers player Ben Oglivie and Jennifer Counsell in 
1978 when the ball-in-glove logo was introduced. Craig Counsell is now manager 
of the Brewers.

Former UW-Eau Claire student Tom 
Meindel, who created the famous ball-
in-glove logo for the Milwaukee Brewers, 
lived in Oregon after the late ‘90s.

By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram Staff

UW-Eau Claire Chancel-
lor James Schmidt provided 
more information Thursday 
regarding the suspension of 
five student athletes from 
the university’s football 
team in connection with 
racist Snapchat messages, 
which included references 
to the Black Male Empower-
ment group on campus.

UW-Eau Claire Dean of 
Students LaRue Pierce and 
his office are investigating 
the incident. The investi-
gation remains open, but 
Schmidt expects it will con-
clude soon. In addition to 
suspension from the football 
team, Schmidt said “addi-
tional, appropriate sanctions 
may result, pending the out-
comes of the investigation.”

Mike Rindo, assistant 
chancellor for facilities and 
university relations, said 
Wednesday the university 
cannot identify the sus-
pended students because an 
investigation is ongoing.

The messages in the 
Snapchat string included a 
picture of a cross burning at 
a Ku Klux Klan event. “For 
all who can’t make the BME 
meeting, (name deleted) and 
I are holding WME tonight 
at 7,” a message reads, refer-
encing a non-existent White 
Male Empowerment group.

Chancellor 
condemns 

racist 
messages
Details about 

suspensions of 
UW-EC student 
athletes given
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