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By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

RINGLE — Gail Piotrowski 
discovered the Ice Age National 
Scenic Trail in the 1970s.

After spending some time 
hiking stretches of the trail near 
Rice Lake, Piotrowski reached a 
point in her life when she felt like 
she should start giving back to the 
trail.

Piotrowski, now a chapter 
coordinator for the trail’s Central 
Moraines Chapter, began volun-
teering on the Ice Age Trail in 
2004 in northwest Wisconsin. Af-
ter moving to central Wisconsin, 
she added volunteer experience 
while working on the Plover Riv-
er segment, a multi-year project 
building six miles of trail.

“I got hooked on the people,” 
Piotrowski said. “The volunteers 
are just cool people. I liked what 
I saw.”

Following retirement, Piotrows-
ki segment hiked the entire Ice 
Age Trail in addition to continu-
ing her volunteer efforts.

“Getting out on these is what I 
love to do,” Piotrowski said. “I’m 
not super good at the heavy-du-
ty work anymore and I’m not a 
kitchen person, but I can paint 
blazes all day.”

Ice Age Trail Alliance Director 
of Trail Operations Tim Malzhan 
said the Mobile Skills Crew event 
May 15-19 on the Ringle segment 
of the Ice Age Trail in Marathon 

County drew about 150 volun-
teers, including about 80 students 
from the D.C. Everest School 
District, who helped on Wednes-
day and Thursday. The work 
included creating boardwalks, 
stonework, signage, and tread 
construction, along with blazing 
trail.

“Blazing a trail, there’s a lot 
more to it than people think,” 
Piotrowski said. “People think 
you go up and set up blazes, but 

we have guidelines that you do 
the uphill side of the trail; you 
keep them eye-level, which is 
very subjective; the nature of the 
trees; the nature of the territory. 
You don’t want to put up too 
many blazes, that’s called blaze 
pollution, but you want to have 
them close enough that people 
can follow.”

Wendell Holl of Lodi said he 
tries to make all of the Mobile 
Skills Crew events. On the Ringle 
segment project, Holl was part 
of a stoneworking team, moving 
boulders to build a creek crossing, 
one of the segment’s highlights, 
Malzhan said.

Building for 
the future

Ice Age Trail Alliance working to 
complete trail one segment at a time

Ice Age Trail Alliance volunteers, from left, David Carew, Brent Sieling, 
Wendell Holl and Alaina Dedo moved a rock into place during an Ice 
Age Trail Alliance Mobile Skills Crew event May 15-19 on the Ringle 
segment in Marathon County.

Photos by Nate Jackson

Ice Age Trail Alliance Director of Trail Operations Tim Malzhan discussed blaze layout with Gail Piotrowski, the 
IATA’s Central Moraines chapter coordinator, May 17 in Marathon County.

For more information about the 

Ice Age Trail Alliance and future 

Mobile Skills Crew trailbuilding 

events, visit www.iceagetrail.org.

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

Ben Dachel and his family 
have long had an interest in the 
sculpture tour that takes place 
each year in downtown Eau 
Claire.

Now, after years of prompt-
ing from his children, Eva and 
Abram, and the completion of a 
big project proposed by instruc-
tors from the New Auburn School 
District’s agriculture and music 
departments, the Dachel family is 
enjoying the 2019-20 Sculpture 
Tour Eau Claire from a different 
perspective.

Both Ben and Abram had piec-
es selected to be part of the 2019-
20 Sculpture Tour Eau Claire.

Abram and Ben’s sculptures 
were two of 55 pieces selected for 
this year’s tour from more than 
700 entries.

“We didn’t know how many 
entries we would be up against,” 
Ben said. “We were quite sur-
prised when our stuff was picked. 
It was quite exciting.”

Sculpture Tour Eau Claire is 
in its ninth season. The 2019-
20 Sculpture Tour Eau Claire 
includes 41 new sculptures and 
14 permanent pieces installed 
throughout downtown Eau Claire.

The family had been enjoying 
the sculpture tour in Eau Claire 
since the event’s beginning, Ben 
said.

“I think we found it by acci-
dent,” he said. “We would take 
the map and follow the tour and 
put our vote in.

“Just about from the first year, 
the kids were saying, ‘Hey, Dad, 
we could make something like 
this.’ It took nine years before we 
finally did anything, but that’s 
how it started.”

Like 
father, 

like son
New Auburn’s 
Dachels land 

pieces featured 
in sculpture tour

Submitted photo

Ben and Melanie Dachel, along 
with their children Eva and Abram, 
were recently honored at a spe-
cial reception for recognition of 
artists contributing to the 2019 
Sculpture Tour Eau Claire at the 
Pablo Center at the Confluence in 
Eau Claire.

By Scott Schultz
Special to The Country Today

Farmers have a long history of 
telling each other stories about 
what works and doesn’t work 
on their farms, with old-timers 
sometimes leaning on line fences 
while exchanging those stories 
with neighbors. Some farm-safety 
groups are hoping to tap into that 
legacy as part of farm-accident 
prevention programs.

The Marshfield-based National 
Farm Medicine Center and three 
other Upper Midwest farm-safe-
ty groups have organized the 
“Telling a Story Project: Tell a 

Story, Save a Life” project to 
prompt farmers to share their 
farm-accident stories. The 
program is seen as an effective 
means of getting farmers to 
practice what they likely know 
where farm safety is concerned, 
said NFMC Communications 
Director Scott Heiberger, who’s 
among its organizers.

“People generally know how 
to stay safe,” Heiberger said. 
“Farmers generally know how 
to stay safe; a lot of the research 
has been done, so the researchers 
know how to stay safe, but there’s 
oftentimes a disconnect between 
knowing what’s safe and actually 

changing behavior and then carry-
ing it out.”

As farmers work — even being 
aware of safety issues, they 
might not carry through with safe 
operations every time they do 
that work, he said. However, he 
added, the storytelling project’s 
organizers believe farmers hearing 
farmers’ stories could help keep 
safety more at the front of the 
workers’ minds.

Heiberger said farmers hear-
ing those other farmers’ stories 
will help bridge what he sees as 
a credibility gap. He also said 
there are plenty of statistics and 
research available about farm 

safety, but that on-farm stories 
simply are more real than those 
numbers.

The stories are being shared 
in writing, in recordings and as 
photo-vignettes.

The program is funded by the 
National Institute of Occupational 
Safety and Health. The NFMC is 
working with the Central States 
Center for Agricultural Safety and 
Health, the Great Plains Center 
for Agricultural Health and the 
Upper Midwest Agricultural 
Health Center. It started in June, 
and Heiberger said it’s starting to 
get more attention.

Groups aim accident stories at farm safety work
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