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By Brooke Bechen
The Country Today

MADISON — After a mandato-
ry review of the Wisconsin De-
partment of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection’s livestock 
siting rule, the DATCP board will 
let the scope statement of the rule 
expire, with no immediate plans to 
revisit or revise it.

“I hope there are some things we 
could do differently if we do this 
again,” said DATCP board member 
Andy Diercks at their final meeting 
of 2019 on Dec. 12.

He added that the agency and 
board both struggled to find balance 
between the demands of industry 
and the public, as well as what was 
best for the environment, when 
revising the controversial rule.

On Feb. 4, 2020, the 30 months 
allotted to the rule making pro-
cess will end, ultimately ending 
discussion around ATCP51, an 
administrative rule that regulates 
the local government approval for 
new or expanding livestock facilities 
in Wisconsin — for now. Unless 
directed by the DATCP board or 
Wisconsin legislature, the agency 
will wait until 2022 to review and 
revisit the rule again.

This comes after DATCP staff 

reviewed hundreds of comments 
that had been submitted and shared 
at public hearings this past sum-
mer, presenting their revisions 
to the rule to the board during a 
special meeting in late October. A 
little over a week after revisions 
had been reviewed by the board, 
the vote to submit those revisions 
was unexpectedly tabled by former 
secretary-designee Brad Pfaff just 

days before the DATCP board was 
scheduled to vote on it.

The livestock siting rule endured 
push back from several agriculture 
groups, including the Dairy Busi-
ness Association, Wisconsin Dairy 
Alliance, Wisconsin Farm Bureau, 
Cooperative Network, Wisconsin 
Cattlemen’s Association and Wis-
consin Dairy Products Association. 

DATCP board to let livestock siting scope expire
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The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
board will let the scope statement of DATCP’s livestock siting rule expire 
and could wait until as late as 2022 to review and revisit the rule.
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ELEVA — Snow can make travel 
hazardous, but some modes of trans-
portation do better than others in 
wintry conditions.

“The reindeer love it,” Santa 
Claus said Dec. 14 as he and Mrs. 
Claus were preparing to get some 
last-minute gift ideas from good 
little girls and boys.

Every year on the second Satur-
day in December, Santa and Mrs. 
Claus set up shop in the loft of 
Schultz’s Country Barn, 50996 N. 
Main St., Eleva. Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
have trekked to the Country Barn 
each December for 14 years, Mrs. 
Claus said.

With Santa’s toy factory based at 
the North Pole, making the trip to 
Eleva can sometimes be a challenge.

“The reindeer only fly on Christ-
mas Eve,” Santa said. “The rest of 
the year we have to make our way 
down on dog sleds, planes and 
trains.”

This year, the Clauses were able 
to make the final leg of the trip in a 
red Ford F-150.

Other years they aren’t so lucky.
Carlene Schultz, who operates 

Schultz’s Country Barn with her 
husband, Duane, said one year 
Santa and Mrs. Claus were forced 
to bring their snowmobiles when 20 
inches of snow the night before the 
event made travel difficult.

“We still had a line of people 

wanting to see them,” she said.
Schultz said the visit by Santa and 

Mrs. Claus has become an annual 
tradition for many families and she’s 
always happy to get the Clauses to 
come despite their busy schedules.

“They’re such a sweet couple,” 
Schultz said. “They’re just the best.”

Schultz said the visit by Santa 
and Mrs. Claus can draw hundreds 
of kids, all of whom are given a gift 
bag for visiting the store.

Schultz’s Country Barn gift shop 
opened Sept. 30, 2006. Duane’s 
father bought the farm in 1947, and 

the family milked about 50 head of 
cows on the farm until 1995. The 
family had sold pumpkins out of 
a shed on the farm since 1969 and 
decided to expand that venture in 
the early 2000s when they, with 
the help of their extended family, 
renovated the barn.

The family rents out the hayloft 
for weddings, barn dances and other 
events.

For more information, visit 
https://schultzscountrybarn.com.

Contact: nathan.jackson@ecpc.
com.
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Santa Claus left the sleigh at home and arrived in a red Ford F-150 Dec. 14 at Schultz’s Country Barn in Eleva.
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Santa and Mrs. Claus welcomed children Dec. 14 at Schultz’s Country Barn 
in Eleva.
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Not only did farmers 
trying their hand at grow-
ing industrial hemp have 
to deal with the hazards 
associated with navigat-
ing a fledgling industry 
and a challenging grow-
ing season, but many are 
facing difficulties finding 
a market for their prod-
ucts.

UW-Extension Buf-
falo County Agriculture 
Educator Carl Duley said 
he spoke with about a 
dozen of the growers who 
attended two Hemp Ed-
ucation and Networking 
Opportunities meetings 
held in early December in 
western Wisconsin who 
had grown for CBD oil in 
2019. At that time, only 
one of those growers had 
their product sold, Duley 
said.

“There’s lots of inter-
est in CBD oil plants. 
There’s some concern 
about the market though: 
Is the market mature or 
organized enough yet? 
And we don’t have good 
answers on that yet,” he 
said. “This isn’t histori-
cally a new crop, but as 
far as where we are in are 
in marketing, it truly is a 
new crop for us.”

There are three different 
possible products from 
hemp: the fiber/stalks, the 
seeds in the flower and 
oils. Duley said grain and 
fiber varieties of hemp 
are drawing less interest 
from growers than CBD 
varieties at this point.

“That makes sense 
because there really are 
very, very few markets 
at this point in time for 
hemp grain and hemp 
fiber,” Duley said.

The Wisconsin De-
partment of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer 
Protection saw a six-fold 
increase in the amount of 
farmers registered to grow 
industrial hemp in the 
second year of the state’s 
pilot program that estab-
lished rules for growing 
the crop that was legal-
ized with the passing of 
ATCP 22 in 2017.

This year the state had 
1,247 growers and 556 
processors who were 
licensed and registered, 
according to Brian Kuhn, 
director of DATCP’s 
Plant Industry Bureau. Of 
those, about 850 growers 
reported actually planting 
a crop.

Hemp 
industry 
sees 
growth; 
challenges 
remain
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UW-Extension Buffalo 
County Agriculture Educa-
tor Carl Duley poured indus-
trial hemp into a planter in 
early June at the Chippewa 
County test plot location 
near Chippewa Falls.

See HEMP, Page 2ASee SITING, Page 2A

Santa, Mrs. Claus make early stop in Eleva


