ear
New Y
HAPPY

Weekend Edition

LEADER
-T
ELEGRAM
»

Twitter.com/LeaderTelegram

LEADERTELEGRAM.COM

27/10

PAGE 12A

FRIDAY/SATURDAY/SUNDAY • JANUARY 1-3, 2021

EAU CLAIRE AND THE CHIPPEWA VALLEY’S LEADING NEWS SOURCE SINCE 1881

«

Facebook.com/Leader.Telegram

$2.50

Volume 50 • Number 167 • 4 sections • 40 pages

SPORTS • Pitcher

from Chippewa Falls named Leader-Telegram athlete of the year/1B
YOUR REGION • Outgoing legislators reflect on their time in Wisconsin politics/3A

New
Year’s
revelries
muted by
virus
Eastern
nations hold
scaled-back
celebrations
By Rod McGuirk
Associated Press

CANBERRA, Australia —
This New Year’s Eve is being celebrated like no other,
with pandemic restrictions
limiting crowds and many
people bidding farewell to a
year they’d prefer to forget.
Australia was among the
first nations to ring in 2021
because of its proximity to
the International Date Line.
It is a grim end to the year
for New South Wales and
Victoria, the country’s two
most populous states, which
are battling to curb new
COVID-19 outbreaks.
In past years 1 million
people crowded Sydney’s
harbor to watch fireworks
that center on the Sydney
Harbor Bridge, but most
will be watching on television as authorities urge
residents to stay home.
See CELEBRATIONS Page 2A

» What we watched
Best TV shows of 2020 gave
respite from year’s events.
Page 8B

» Revamping
Water Street
Local housing developer files
plans for new apartment buildings. Page 3A
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NO BIG SURPRISE
Coronavirus pandemic is top story of 2020
By Leader-Telegram staff

E

AU CLAIRE –
Could it really be
anything else?

When our staff looked back
at the top 10 stories of 2020
the top pick was unanimous.
The COVID-19 pandemic hit
with a force unparalleled in
recent years.
The worst pandemic in a
century burned through the
nation. Since the first surge in
March, every single county in
the country has had at least
one case confirmed. The final
one was in rural Hawaii, one of
the most isolated spots on the
globe.
It wasn’t just the United
Staff photo by Dan Reiland
States, of course. By year’s end
more than 75 million cases
Joseph Zbaracki, a resident physician with Prevea Health, performs a COVID-19 test in July in
were confirmed globally, along Eau Claire.
with more than 1.7 million
deaths.
TOP STORIES: NO. 2-10
But the United States was
the hardest-hit country, with
more than 17 million cases and
300,000 deaths.
How did we get here? The
virus began in Wuhan, China.
Initial reports indicated only
that there was an illness apparEAU CLAIRE — While there was
The arrest was part of a broader investiently causing respiratory probgation that stretched all the way to North
unanimous agreement among the Leadlems, possibly a new virus.
Carolina. Authorities have said Peggs’
er-Telegram’s staff about the top story of
The world had been there
victim was from Wisconsin, but not from
2020, the opinions on the rest of the top
before. The SARS virus
the Altoona school district.
10
varied
a
bit
more.
Everyone
agreed
the
(Severe Acute Respiratory
Prosecutors added more charges in July,
stunning
arrest
of
former
Altoona
SuperinSyndrome) emerged in 2002
and gave additional details about what
tendent Daniel Peggs was a top story, but
in China and spread to a few
not about where it fell. The same was true Peggs is accused of. The charges accuse
other nations. A decade later
him of producing two sexually explicit vidof the summer’s protests.
MERS (Middle East Respiratoeos with a child he recruited in late 2015
Here’s how the list breaks down for the
ry Syndrome) infected people.
and early 2016.
rest
of
the
top
10
stories.
Neither caused a pandemic,
The case is still pending in federal court.
but the initial concerns were
2. Daniel Peggs arrested
Peggs faces decades behind bars if convicted.
similar to those expressed
When federal agents arrested Daniel
about the virus that causes
3. Racial justice protests
Peggs in February, the community was
COVID.
George Floyd’s death at the hands of
shocked. He was arrested after officers
The virus spread to China’s
Minneapolis police sparked protests
from multiple jurisdictions staked out his
neighbors first. By January 2020
far beyond the city. Even as the panusual route to work.
it was found in 19 nations. By
demic spread, people gathered in cities
Federal prosecutors accused him of sex
mid-March Europe was the
worldwide to advocate for changes
trafficking of a minor and making child
center of the pandemic. By late
in how police interact with minority
March, the United States was.
pornography. Peggs had been superinresidents.
tendent less than a year, and previously
See TOP STORY Page 5A
See TOP 10 Page 5A
served as the middle school principal.

Area also saw high-profile
criminal court cases, protests

SAWDUST STORIES

Good riddance 2020
When I was dating the man who
would become my husband, I
asked his middle son if he was
tired of me hanging out at their
house so often. “I like having
you around,” Dan said. “You’re
...”
My relationship with Bruce’s
children did not hinge on this
one exchange, but years later
I remember how Dan’s words
hung in the air above us.
“You’re really ... cheerful,” he finally said. What
teenager uses that term? I
still get teary thinking of
the moment I knew I’d
won over a Taylor kid;
the other two soon
followed. Being a
step-parent reminds
me of the Emily
Dickinson line:
“The heart has

MONDAY
Lawmakers
look ahead to
2021 priorities
» To get the newspaper and eEdition:
LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

STAY HEALTHY

Contributed photo

Patti See (second from right) and her husband, Bruce Taylor (fourth from
right), visit with immediate family members.
many doors.”
A friend once called me the life
of the party. I teased, “It’s the beer,
Mary.” Truth is, I pride myself on
not just being a happy person but
someone who tries to spread that

joy.
I was not always this way. As a
sad sack kid my feelings were easily
hurt, usually by one of my seven older siblings or a mean girl at school.
See SAWDUST Page 2A

Patti See
See is an award-winning author whose work has appeared in Brevity, Salon Magazine, The Wisconsin Academy Review, The Southwest Review, HipMama, Inside HigherEd and many other magazines, journals and anthologies. She wrote the blog “Our Long Goodbye: One Family’s Experiences with
Alzheimer’s Disease” which has been read in more than 100 countries, and she is a frequent contributor to “Wisconsin Life” on Wisconsin Public Radio.
She lives in Lake Hallie with her husband, writer Bruce Taylor.
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