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tion. Page 1C
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By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — Chip-
pewa Falls zookeeper Jennifer 
London entered the predatory 
animal building in Irvine Park 
on Wednesday, greeting the 
restless hyenas and anxious 
tigers. She chatted with them 
and prepared their meals while 
getting ready to let them into 
the exterior cages so she could 
clean their interior pens.

While London has a friendly 
rapport with the animals, treat-

ing them almost like household 
pets, she never forgets they are 
dangerous.

“You always have to be 
on your toes, and aware of 
where you’ve been and what 
you’re doing,” London said. 
“And you have to read their 
behavior.”

On Sunday, a 22-year-old 
zoo worker was attacked and 
killed by a lion at a conserva-
tion center in North Carolina. 
The woman, Alexandra Black, 
had worked at the center for 10 
days. She was cleaning an ani-

mal enclosure when the attack 
occurred. Law enforcement 
shot and killed the 14-year-old 
lion.

London has served as head 
zookeeper in Irvine Park for 
18 years, working 80 hours a 
week, including every other 
weekend, feeding, cleaning 
and caring for the animals. She 
has a lot to do each day, but 
she makes sure she takes the 
necessary precautions with 
each pen.

Walking safely  
on the wild side

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Irvine Park zookeeper Jennifer London cleans one of the cages Wednesday while the Bengal tiger sits in an adjacent pen. London 
stresses safety around all the animals, from the tigers to the maras. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Irvine Park 
zookeeper 

reviews safety 
standards 
in wake of 

deadly attack 
at N.C. zoo

By Samantha West  
and Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

Two newcomers and two 
incumbents will seek three open 
seats on the Eau 
Claire school board 
as one longtime 
board member has 
announced she will 
leave.

Current board 
Vice President 
Aaron Harder and 
board member Eric 
Torres have filed as 
candidates seek-
ing election, as did newcomers 
Erica Zerr and Tim Nordin, who 
returns from an unsuccessful run 
last spring.

Former board President Chris 
Hambuch-Boyle will not be 
seeking re-election in the April 
2 contest, marking the end of a 
nearly 40-year career with the 
Eau Claire school district.

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — Democratic 
Gov.-elect Tony Evers said in a 
Wednesday interview with The 
Associated Press that he isn’t 
ruling out vetoing the entire 
state budget if Republicans 
completely ignore his proposal 
and decide to write their own 
two-year spending plan.

Evers reiterated that he 
wants to work together with 
Republicans who control the 
Legislature. But when asked if 
he would veto a GOP-written 
budget that disregards his plan, 
Evers said that “anything’s 
possible.”

“We have to find some 
common ground ,” Evers said. 

“People in Wisconsin during 
the campaign made it clear 
that they were sick of parti-
sanship. They want people 
to actually accomplish things 

instead of fight. And I’m not 
sure that that is consistent with 
the Republicans’ plan to have 
their own budget.”

Evers replaces Republican 
Gov. Scott Walker on Monday. 
Evers is required to submit a 
two-year state budget early this 
year that could include many 
provisions Republicans oppose 
including expanding Medicaid, 
using money from a corporate 
tax break to lower middle class 
income taxes by 10 percent and 
increasing funding for public 
education by $1.4 billion.

Evers is also considering 
raising the gas tax and other 
fees to pay for transportation 
needs, something that hit a 

Evers open to 
wielding veto pen

Democratic Gov.-elect says he isn’t ruling out vetoing 
the entire state budget if GOP ignores his proposal

Associated Press

Gov.-elect Tony Evers, who will 
be sworn in as governor on 
Monday, speaks Wednesday in 
Madison. 

By Julian Emerson  
and Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

Eau Claire City Council posi-
tions are becoming increasingly 
attractive, if filings for the April 
2 election are any 
indication.

Twelve candi-
dates filed nomina-
tion papers for the 
council’s five at-
large seats by the 
5 p.m. Wednesday 
deadline, neces-
sitating a Feb. 19 
primary election to 
narrow the list of 
candidates to 10.

In addition, 
two candidates 
— acting council 
President Andrew 
Werthmann and 
Councilman Terry 
Weld — will seek 
the council pres-
ident job. That election will be 
April 2.

Council 
election 
attracts 
many

Filings for at-large 
races prompt  

Feb. 19 primary 
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Weld
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board 
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Hambuch- 
Boyle

Four candidates to 
vie for three seats 

in Eau Claire 
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