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» Victim identified

The 29-year-old Glenwood City 

man killed in a snowmobiling 

accident Saturday has been 

identified. Page 4A

» Valentine’s Day treats

Chocolate-covered Oreo Pops 

are perfect for that special 

someone. Page 8A

TOMORROW

Council casts final 
votes on vets trail, 
senior housing
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» Buckshot January issue

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — The 
assets of six Gordy’s Market 
Inc. grocery stores will be 
auctioned off March 6, with 
the sales final-
ized two days 
later, according 
to the attorney 
overseeing a 
plan to dissolve the grocery 
chain.

Milwaukee attorney 
Michael Polsky, who was 
appointed in January as re-
ceiver after food distributor 
Nash Finch filed a lawsuit 
against Gordy’s, has filed 
paperwork in Chippewa 
County Court, laying out 
how the assets of the stores 
will be handled.

Polsky filed a motion to 
sell “substantially all of the 
assets of Gordy’s Market 
Inc., free and clear of all 
liens,” a court document 
reads. “The receiver will 
accept qualified bids from 
qualified bidders for certain 
GMI assets.”

Gordy’s 
assets 
to be 

auctioned

A winter storm warning 
in the state prompted an 
early Leader-Telegram press 
run so some meetings and 
sporting events Monday 
night finished after the 
newspaper’s deadline.

Coverage of those events 
that finished after deadline 
can be found on our web 
site at www.leadertelegram.
com and will be in Wednes-
day’s print edition of the 
newspaper.

L-T early press run

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — Chip-
pewa County Board Chairman 
Jared Zwiefelhofer plans to 
resign his leadership post next 
month after several board mem-
bers urged him to do so in the 
wake of his conviction on three 
hunting-related infractions.

“At this time I would like to 
apologize to all of the county 
board supervisors, all of the 
county employees, and most 
importantly the citizens of 
Chippewa County,” Zwiefel-
hofer wrote. “On Nov. 19, 2018, 
I made a choice which resulted 
in me receiving three cita-
tions from the (Department of 

Natural Resources). I have no 
excuses and take full responsi-
bility for what I’ve done, 
and for that, I am very 
sorry.”

Zwiefelhofer added 
that he knows it has 
been an “unwanted dis-
traction,” and he hopes 
to re-establish the trust 
and respect he once had 
in the county.

While Zwiefelhofer said he 
will step down as chairman on 
March 12, it appears he intends 
to stay on the board.

“This (resignation as chair-
man) will open it up for the 
election of a new county board 
chair,” he wrote. “The deci-
sion of the county board will 

be final. If the county board 
re-elects me as chair, I will 

accept it. If the county 
board elects someone 
else as chair, then I will 
respect that decision 
and support whomever 
it may be.”

Zwiefelhofer, who was 
elected as chairman last 
April, has been on the 
board since 2010.

“I ask you to not let this one 
action completely overshad-
ow my years of service to the 
taxpayers of Chippewa Coun-
ty,” he wrote to conclude his 
letter.

Board member Steve 
Gerrish of Lake Hallie, who 
is among the board mem-

bers who publicly called for 
Zwiefelhofer to step down, 
said he’s pleased that Zwiefel-
hofer did so willingly, rather 
than force a vote from the 
board, where a majority 
would have been needed to 
oust him as chairman.

“I’m happy he’s accepted re-
sponsibility for what he’s done,” 
Gerrish said.

The board was slated to meet 
tonight, although it is possible 
it could be canceled due to 
snow. Gerrish said Zwiefelhofer 
should step down at the meet-
ing.

“We want a chair in place, and 
he’s already made his decision,” 
Gerrish said.

Chippewa County Board chair to step down in March

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

I
f it seems like we’re 
getting a lot more snow 
than usual so far this 

month, your memory is not 
playing tricks on you.

The average snowfall for the first 
10 days of February in Eau Claire 
is 3 inches — a relative drop in the 
bucket compared with the 18.9 inches 
dumped on the city for that period 
this year, according to the National 
Weather Service.

That ties with 2004 for the snow-
iest first 10 days of February since 
records began in 1893, said meteorol-
ogist Chris O’Brien of the Weather 
Service office in Chanhassen, Minn. 
Eau Claire received at least a tenth 
of an inch of snow on six of those 10 
days.

For those residents hoping for a 
break from shoveling, blowing and 
driving in snow, O’Brien suggested 
there will be no rest for the wea-
ry anytime soon. Weather Service 
modeling is projecting Eau Claire 
could receive nearly 9 inches of new 
snow by the end of today, more on 
Thursday and likely even more in the 
weeks to come. A winter storm warn-
ing is in effect for much of west-cen-
tral Wisconsin through midnight 
today.

“It looks like we’re stuck in this 

pattern for at least a couple more 
weeks,” O’Brien said.

Despite the heavy snow of late, 
Eau Claire remains slightly behind 
average for snowfall for the entire 
winter after an unusually dry start 
to the season. The city had received 
29.4 inches of snow this winter 
through Sunday, compared with an 
average total through Feb. 10 of 32 
inches.

Traffic trouble
The historic snowfall is wreak-

ing havoc with travel and pushing 

Chippewa Valley plowing crews to 
the limit.

The Eau Claire Police Department 
alone responded to at least 32 crash-
es and 72 vehicle assists/slide-ins 
after significant snowstorms Tuesday, 
Thursday and Sunday.

And that doesn’t even include the 
region’s biggest incident of snow-re-
lated mayhem — a massive crash 
Sunday afternoon that involved 33 
autos and seven semitrailer trucks 
on a stretch of Interstate 94 between 
Osseo and Foster.

No relief 
in sight

Eau Claire snowfall ties 
record for early February

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Top: With snow banks as tall as herself, Ellen Sutliff of Eau Claire digs out the end of her driveway on Monday. The city 
already has tied a record for the most snow in the first 10 days of February, with 18.9 inches, and more is expected today 
and Thursday. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Staff photo by Steve Kinderman

Traffic is halted Sunday afternoon as a multi-vehicle crash involving 33 autos 
and 7 semitrailer trucks shuts down Interstate 94 between Osseo and Foster. 
The series of accidents closed the highway in both directions and caused a 
several-mile backup as traffic was detoured on U.S. 53.

Zwiefelhofer

See GORDY’S   Page 2A

See COUNTY  Page 2A

By the Numbers
The National Weather Service reports these 

details about recent snowfall in Eau Claire:

• 18.9 — Inches of snow in the first 10 days of 

February 2019.

• 3 — Average inches of snow for the period.

• 6 — Days with at least 0.1 inches of snow in 

the period.

• 126 — Years since NWS records started 

with no year exceeding this year’s Feb. 1-10 

snowfall total.

See SNOW  Page 2A


