
YourRegion
Thursday, January 7, 2021

3Aor assistant Editor LIAM MARLAIRE 
liam.marlaire@ecpc.com • 715-833-9215

Tell Editor MATT MILNER 
matt.milner@ecpc.com • 715-833-9211

LeaderTeLegram.com

GOT A NEWS TIP?

ENCASED IN ICE

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Rime ice formed on trees along 
54th Avenue on Wednesday 
in the town of Seymour after 
a heavy fog the night before. 
Rime icing occurs when tiny 
supercooled water droplets 
freeze onto a surface that is 
below freezing, according to the 
National Weather Service. View 
more photos at LeaderTele-
gramPhotos.com.

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

Major health care 
systems in the Chippewa 
Valley are already starting 
to give second doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine to their 
workers while local public 
officials are reaching out 
to smaller employers with 
workers likely to encoun-
ter the coronavirus while 
doing their jobs.

The Eau Claire 
City-County Health De-
partment on Wednesday 
put out a call that asked 
organizations with health 
care workers unaffiliated 
with the major systems to 
sign up for a list that will 
provide priority access 
to the vaccine for their 
employees.

“The goal is to effi-
ciently get this population 
vaccinated,” the Health 
Department stated in the 
news release.

By asking these employ-
ers to fill out an online 
survey, public health 
officials will create a data-
base to match these small 
organizations and their 
employees with state-ap-
proved vaccinators who 
are receiving supplies 
every week.

Their workers must be 
in positions that fall under 
the 1A phase for vacci-
nation, which is the first 
group of people to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine. 
This group consists of 
health care workers and 
staff and residents of long-
term care facilities.

Doctors, nurses, para-
medics and others who 
work in medical clinics 
and hospitals are a major 
portion of the group, but 
the Health Department’s 
news release also lists 
a variety of other pro-

fessions that fit the 1A 
category.

Dentists, chiropractors, 
behavioral health profes-
sionals, blood donation 
facility employees, home 
health providers, social 
workers, optometrists and 
other eye clinic workers 
are among them. Peo-
ple working in hospice 
care, imaging services, 
mortuaries, pharmacies, 
physical therapy practices 
and shuttle services that 
transport people to med-
ical appointments are on 
the list as well.

Category 1A also in-
cludes companies con-
tracted by others to do 
custodial, maintenance, 
security or food service 
work in buildings where 
patients are seen.

The Health Department 
stated that its list of occu-
pations included in the 1A 
group is not even exhaus-
tive and advised employ-
ers to check a document 
from the Wisconsin State 
Disaster Medical Adviso-
ry Committee for more 
information on employ-
ees that could qualify for 
priority vaccination.

While public health 
officials are rounding 
up smaller health care 
providers and other work-
places that haven’t begun 
vaccinating their employ-
ees, the major medical 
systems in the region are 
already charging forward 
with administering second 
shots to their workers.

Calling all 
1A workers

Health Dept. 
asks smaller 
providers to 

sign up  
for shots

Associated Press file photo

A health care worker receives a second Pfizer-BioN-
Tech COVID-19 vaccine shot on Jan. 5 at Beaumont 
Health in Southfield, Mich.

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — A court 
hearing has been once again 
delayed for John E. Stender, 
who was the passenger in a 
pickup truck that struck and 
killed three Girls Scouts and 
a mother on Nov. 3, 2018.

Stender, 23, 817 2nd Ave., 
Eau Claire, is charged in 
Chippewa County Court 
with harboring/aiding a 
felony-falsifying informa-
tion, and intentionally abusing a 
hazardous substance, which is a 
misdemeanor. Stender was slated 
to appear for a preliminary hearing 
on Wednesday.

However, his attorney, Harry 
Hertel, submitted a letter to Judge 
James Isaacson, saying that Stender 
has tested positive for COVID-19 
and was “very ill.”

Isaacson opted to reschedule the 
hearing for Feb. 2. Stender remains 
free on a signature bond.

This is the second time the pre-
liminary hearing has been delayed. 
Hertel filed a request on Nov. 3 
for a new judge to be appointed; 
it was originally assigned to Judge 
Steve Cray, who retired. It was ten 
assigned to Judge Ben Lane. The 
reassignment to Judge Isaacson 

delayed the matter two months.
No trial dates have been set. An 

attorney can only request one judi-
cial substitution.

Stender was a passenger in 
Colten Treu’s pickup when it 
struck a group of Girl Scouts as 
they cleaned debris out of a ditch 
on Highway P in Lake Hallie. In 
March, Treu was sentenced to 54 

years in prison for causing 
the four deaths and severe-
ly injuring another person. 
Stender remains free on 
bond, with the requirement 
that he cannot possess or 
consume alcohol or illegal 
drugs, including aerosol 
cans for “huffing” purposes.

According to the crim-
inal complaint, Treu and Stender 
had purchased an aerosol can at 
the Lake Hallie Walmart and were 
driving back to Treu’s home at 1060 
Joseph St., Chippewa Falls. Both 
men had “huffed” from the aerosol 
can during the drive.

The crash happened as Treu was 
driving northbound on Highway P, 
just south of the Highway 29 over-
pass. Treu’s vehicle veered off the 
west side of the road and struck 
the group of Girl Scouts as they 
were removing litter.

During his sentencing hearing, 
Treu claimed Stender caused 
the crash. Treu said he yelled at 
Stender, saying “What are you 
doing?” when Stender grabbed the 
wheel. 

hearing in Girl scout 
crash case postponed
Attorney: Defendant 

has tested  
positive for COVID

By Dan Holtz
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — An Eau 
Claire man charged with firing a 
shot toward his girlfriend when 
she tried to leave their residence 
following an argument has been 
found competent to assist with 
his defense.

Eau Claire County Judge 
Sarah Harless on Wednesday 
found Duane M. Rene compe-
tent after a second competency 
exam conducted last month 
made that conclusion.

The exam was conducted 
by psychologist Caroline Carr. 
Attorneys for both the prose-
cution and defense agreed with 
her findings.

Rene remains under a 
$50,000 cash bail. He returns to 
court Feb. 8.

Rene, 66, is charged with 
several felony counts includ-
ing first-degree recklessly en-
dangering safety, possession of 
a firearm by a convicted felon, 
false imprisonment and bail 
jumping. Rene is also charged 
with misdemeanor counts of 
battery and disorderly con-
duct.

Defense attorney Matthew 
Krische requested Rene’s first 
competency evaluation in June 
and Judge Michael Schumacher 
granted that request on June 30.

Man charged 
with firing gun 

toward girlfriend 
found competent

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS 
— About 500 Chippewa 
County residents have 
received COVID-19 vac-
cinations so far, but more 
health care workers and 
long-term care employees 
should be receiving their 
shots in coming weeks, 
said Public Health Direc-
tor Angela Weideman.

In her weekly press 
conference Wednesday, 
Weideman said that “1A” 
workers, like doctors, 
nurses and nursing home 
employees will get vac-

cines first. The “1B” 
essential workers, 
like law enforce-
ment, firefighters 
and teachers, and 
those who have 
a great deal of 
contact with the 
public, will likely 
get vaccines in early to 
mid-February, she said. The 
“1C” group are adults ages 
65 and older, and they will 
be next in line.

“It will take several 
months to implement,” 
Weideman cautioned.

The county is receiving 
vaccines from both drug 
manufacturers Moderna 

and Pfizer, she add-
ed. Those doses are 
then sent to area 
hospitals.

In the past 
week, the White 
House has been 
critical of states 
and hospitals for 

not getting vaccines to 
the public after they have 
been delivered. However, 
Weideman assured the 
public that the vaccines 
are being used, and not 
stored.

“When they are getting 
vaccines, they are giv-
ing them immediately,” 
Weideman said.

People who receive the 
vaccine are given a card, 
stating which brand of 
vaccine they received, 
and dated with when they 
need to return to obtain 
their second “booster” 
shot.

At the same time 
Weideman is working 
on getting the vaccine pro-
gram rolling, she also is 
working with her staff on 
promotional plans to en-
courage the public to take 
the vaccine; recent polls 
indicate perhaps a third of 
Americans are hesistant 
or resistant to taking it.

CHIPPEWA COUNTY

Vaccine rollout begins for health 
workers, long-term care employees 

Weideman

Stender

More Information
COVID-19 cases in Wisconsin, as of Wednesday
(Number in parenthesis is the increase in the past day)

Barron ................. 4,585 (+18);  
58 deaths (+1)

Buffalo ............... 1,041 (+18); 
7 deaths

Chippewa ..........6,067 (+52), 
67 deaths

Clark.................... 2,866 (+7); 
51 deaths

Dunn ................. 3,634 (+39), 
24 deaths

Eau Claire ........9,548 (+84); 
80 deaths

Jackson ..............2,429 (+14); 
18 deaths

Pepin ....................... 691 (+5); 
6 deaths (+1)

Pierce .................3,013 (+20);
30 deaths

Rusk ......................1,125 (+4);
14 deaths (+1)

St. Croix ............5,560 (+40);
28 deaths

Trempealeau .................3,058
(+21); 30 deaths

State .......... 494,747 (+3,406)
Deaths ................ 5,039 (+60)

Source: Wisconsin Department  
of Health Services

Going  
Online

Employers with work-
ers in Eau Claire County 
that likely qualify for the 
1A health care group for 
priority COVID-19 vacci-
nation are asked to take 
an online survey at bit.ly/
EC-COVIDVac. For more 
information on COVID-19 
in the community and 
vaccination efforts, go to 
covid19eauclaire.org.

See CHIPPEWA  Page 5A

See VACCINES  Page 5A

Rime ice formed on a fence along North 65th Avenue Wednesday in 
the town of Seymour after a heavy fog the night before.

See RENE  Page 5ASee STENDER  Page 5A


