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By Brooke Bechen
The Country Today

After a disappointing turnout at this 
year’s Wisconsin Farm Technology Days, 
held at Walter Grain Farms in Jeffer-
son County in July, representatives of 
Wisconsin Farm Technology Days, Inc. 
have announced the cancellation of the 
2021 show, which was set to be held at 
Jefferson County Fair Park in Jefferson 
County.

“The state board had a long, hard 
discussion and after meeting with some 
of our larger exhibitors at World Dairy 
Expo, have decided to cancel the 2021 
show,” said Matt Glewen, general manag-
er for Wisconsin Farm Technology Days. 
“After more than 60 years of on-farm 
shows, they felt the combination of a 
slow agricultural economy, coupled with 
a non-traditional off-farm site, would 
not have the level of appeal to attract the 
large numbers of attendees needed for a 
successful show.”

Glewen said there were a number of fac-
tors that could have contributed to the poor 
attendance at this year’s show, including a 
wet stretch of weather just before the show 
followed by a few nice days that may 
have kept farmers working on the farm 
instead of attending, along with a storm 
that tracked across central Wisconsin that 
may have also kept agriculturally mind-
ed attendees away. He also heard from 
exhibitors that the consolidation of farms 
in southern Wisconsin has hurt shows held 
in that region and that traditionally, shows 
hosted in southern Wisconsin counties 
have not been strong shows in the past.

The general economic status of agricul-
ture could have also played a role, Glewen 
added.

While attendees had the opportunity 
to view expanded field demonstrations at 
Walter Grain Farms this year, not having 
a farm tour may have also contributed to 

low attendance. And with plans to host the 
2021 event at Jefferson County Fair Park, 
the first time the show would have been 
held off-farm, representatives shied away 
from another potential loss.

“At the next two shows, we will have 
farm tours,” Glewen said. “I don’t think 
we would have canceled if we had a host 
farm (in 2021) like we usually do.”

To his knowledge, Glewen believes that 
a Farm Technology Days show has never 
been canceled in its over 60 year history, 
although there may have been one year 
early on that representatives did not hold 
a show. He explained that in Europe, it is 
standard to hold farm shows every other 
year, if not every three years, and it’s 
something that the board has been discuss-
ing.

“We hear more and more from exhibi-
tors that they want that,” he said, although 
switching to this type of model could pose 
some continuity and planning challenges. 
“(However), nothing is off the table at this 
point.”

Some larger exhibitors have also 
expressed interest in a permanent site 
for Farm Technology Days, although the 
board has yet to find the “right site” to fit 
their needs. In 2018, the board was ap-
proached by representatives of the Iola Car 
Show, who offered to host the event on 
their permanent site in Waupaca County, 
but there are currently no plans to host a 
future FTD show there.

Despite low attendance at this year’s 
event, the FTD board is confident shows in 
2020 and 2022 will be successful.

The 2020 show is slated for July 21-
23, 2020, and will be held at Huntsinger 
Farms, a horseradish farm. The farm is 
located in Eau Claire County, and its 
subsidiary Silver Spring Foods, Inc., is 
the largest producer of horseradish in the 
world. Attendees will have the opportunity 
to learn about horseradish production and 
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Attendees strolled the grounds of the Jefferson County Farm Technology Days in July.
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MADISON — Accord-
ing to Dairy Management, 
Inc., 94% of U.S. house-
holds still have milk in 
their fridges. That shakes 
out to 117 million 
U.S. households 
buying milk, gener-
ating $13.8 billion 
in sales. Beverage 
companies have 
not turned away 
from milk either, 
spending over $250 
million in consumer 
marketing of milk 
and beverages with 
milk incorporated 
into them.

“Milk is still a 
powerhouse,” said 
Paul Ziemnisky, 
executive vice 
president of Global 
Innovation Partner-
ships for Dairy Manage-
ment, Inc., at a seminar at 
World Dairy Expo in early 
October.

Breaking it down further, 
Ziemnisky said of those 
94% of U.S. households 
buying milk, 52% are buy-
ing milk exclusively. For-
ty-two percent are buying 
a combination of milk and 
plant-based milk, with only 
3% of U.S. households 
exclusively buying plant-
based milk. Less than 3% 
are buying neither milk or 
plant-based milk, typically 
due to religious or ethical 
reasons.

However, fluid milk 
consumption has been 
falling in the U.S., with the 
average consumer drinking 
1.5 ounces less each week 
than decades before. These 
statistics are also telling 
DMI representatives that 
some households are ex-
ploring the beverage aisle 
at their grocery store — an 
aisle that has seen 670 new 
beverage items added on 
average over the past five 
years.

For Ziemnisky and Kris-
tiana Alexander, director of 
Global Innovation Partner-
ships for DMI, it’s time for 
dairy to invest in innovation 
and add value back into 
that ever-expanding bever-
age aisle.

Through research con-
ducted by DMI, there are 
four major dynamics that 
are fueling the decline of 
fluid milk consumption in 

the U.S. but also add op-
portunity for innovation for 
beverages that have milk as 
an ingredient.

First, societal chang-
es, including changes in 
American demographics 
and household composi-

tion, have driven 
consumption down. 
Seventy percent of 
U.S. households 
don’t have chil-
dren, and of those 
households that do, 
a large percentage 
of them are living in 
urban areas.

“In some of these 
households, a gallon 
isn’t relevant any-
more,” Ziemnisky 
said.

Changing break-
fast behaviors 
have also impacted 
consumption as less 
cereal consumption 

means less milk con-
sumption. More and more 
consumers are also opting 
to eat on-the-go, giving 
rise to the third dynamic: 
the growth of out-of-home 
consumption.

Finally, there has been 
significant beverage 
innovation outside of milk 
since the 1970s, Ziemnisky 
said. In the ‘70s, house-
holds consumed milk, soft 
drinks, coffee and juice; 
in the ‘80s, bottled water 
launched, along with the 
idea of portability. Bever-
age innovation continued 
into the ‘90s, giving way 
to sports drinks such as 
Gatorade and flavored teas, 
followed by the 2000s, 
where there was “a signif-
icant expansion in bever-
age” with the introduction 
of energy drinks, functional 
beverages, enhanced water, 
ready-to-drink coffee and 
milk alternatives.

“We’re losing to bottled 
water and coffee,” he said, 
explaining how DMI has 
tracked the milk consumers 
the industry has lost.

More and more consum-
ers are drinking a bottle 
of water with their lunch 
at the office or looking to 
consume coffee for energy. 
However, today’s coffee 
drinkers are consuming 
flavored creamers, which is 
significant to fluid milk and 
an opportunity to gain a lit-
tle ground in consumption.

DMI: Milk still a 
powerhouse, but 
innovation needed
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DURAND — Pepin County has 
among the highest estimated per-
centage in Wisconsin of wells with 
nitrate levels higher than what is 
considered safe for regular human 
consumption, according to the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources Groundwater Coordi-
nating Council.

The Pepin County Water Adviso-
ry Group was created about three 
years ago by representatives from 
UW-Extension, the county’s land 
conservation, land use planning 
and health departments and Pepin 
County citizens in an effort to get 
together and work on ways to bring 
nitrate levels to the point where 
county citizens have access to safe 
drinking water.

“We have each been dealing with 
nitrate issues in groundwater in 
different ways, and we decided that 
we needed to work together and to 

pull the community into the discus-
sion,” Mike Travis, agriculture and 
natural resources educator with 
UW-Extension in Pepin County, 
said during an Oct. 3 field day at 
Weiss Family Farms near Durand. 
“The idea of the water advisory 

group is to really dig into what the 
nitrate issue is in the county and 
to look at how we can address the 
issue.”

Nitrate is a water-soluble 
molecule that forms when 
ammonia or other nitrogen-rich 

sources combine with oxygen. 
Nitrate is the most widespread 
groundwater contaminant in the 
state, and nitrate contamination 
of groundwater is increasing in 
extent and severity, according to 
the Groundwater Coordinating 
Council.

“It’s by no means a local issue. 
It’s a statewide, it’s a nationwide 
issue,” Travis said. “We realized 
here at the county that we need to 
do something at the county level to 
begin working on it.”

Where pollution sources are 
absent, nitrate levels in groundwa-
ter are generally below 1 milli-
gram per liter, according to Kevin 
Masarik, groundwater education 
specialist with UW-Extension and 
UW-Stevens Point College of Nat-
ural Resources. It is recommend-
ed that people avoid long-term 
consumption of water containing 
nitrate above 10 milligrams per 
liter.

Pepin County addressing water issues
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Walter Goldstein of the Mandaamin Institute discussed the field trials of 
nitrogen-efficient and nitrogen-fixing corn being grown at Weiss Family 
Farms during an Oct. 3 farm and field day near Durand.
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Poor attendance in Jefferson County, 
agriculture challenges cited

See DAYS, Page 2A
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