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» Butcher shop coming 
to Putnam Heights
Family-owned business will be 
next to hardware store. Page 3A

» Pandemic spurs 
younger drivers to con-
sider trucks
One reason may be time to do 
more home projects. Page 4B
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2021 budget
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» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Eau 
Claire’s elected leaders are 
asking a hired consultant to 
take a second look at city 
manager applicants and 
recommend a new batch of 
candidates for the job.

The Eau Claire City Coun-
cil met behind closed doors 
Thursday evening with its 
executive employee recruit-
ment expert from Baker 
Tilly to talk about next steps 
in its ongoing search to find 
a new top staffer.

“The council will be pro-
viding direction to Baker Til-
ly to take another look at the 
existing candidate pool and 
identify between eight to 
12 candidates who could be 
brought forward for further 
consideration,” city Human 
Resources Director Victo-
ria Seltun said in an email 
following the meeting.

In its nationwide search 
to fill the position, the city 
received 61 applications this 
summer (up from 49 that 
applied in the city’s 2012 
external search for a manag-
er). Baker Tilly forwarded its 
recommended picks to the 
council, which identified two 
candidates on Oct. 12 that 
it wanted to invite to Eau 
Claire for in-person inter-
views. One candidate with-
drew from consideration for 
personal reasons though, 
leaving the council with just 
one left. The council opted 
on Oct. 16 to pause its search 
so it could consider its op-
tions for moving forward.

While it is opting for a 
second look at those who 
already applied for the job, 
the council did not rule out 
the possibility of starting 
over next year.

By The Associated Press

WILMINGTON, Del. — Pres-
ident-elect Joe Biden signaled 
on Sunday he plans to move 
quickly to build out his gov-
ernment, focusing first on the 
raging pandemic that will likely 
dominate the early days of his 
administration.

Biden named a former sur-
geon general, Dr. Vivek Murthy, 
and a former Food and Drug 
Administration commissioner, 
David Kessler, as co-chairs of a 
coronavirus working group set 
to get started, with other mem-
bers expected to be announced 
today.

Transition team officials said 
that also this week Biden will 
launch his agency review teams, 
the group of transition staffers 
that have access to key agencies 

in the current administration to 
ease the transfer of power. The 
teams will collect and review 
information such as budgetary 
and staffing decisions, pending 
regulations and other work in 
progress from current staff at 
the departments to help Biden’s 
team prepare to transition. 
White House officials would 
not comment on whether they 
would cooperate with Biden’s 
team on the review.

“People want the country to 
move forward,” said Kate Bed-
ingfield, Biden deputy campaign 
manager, in an interview on 
NBC’s “Meet the Press, and see 
Biden and Vice President-elect 
Kamala Harris “have the oppor-
tunity to do the work, to get the 
virus under control and to get 
our economy back together.”

It’s unclear for now whether 
President Donald Trump and 
his administration will cooper-
ate. He has yet to acknowledge 
Biden’s victory and has pledged 
to mount legal challenges in 
several closely contested states 
that decided the race.

Biden adviser Jen Psaki 
pressed for the Trump-appoint-
ed head of the General Services 
Administration to quickly 
recognize Biden as the presi-
dent-elect, which would free up 

money for the transition and 
clear the way for Biden’s team 
to begin putting in place the 
transition process at agencies.

By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Kaye 
Olson prepared to celebrate a 
surprise honoree at a recent 
Chippewa Valley Veterans 
Tribute event. A speaker talk-
ed about the person‘s years 
of service, and Olson planned 
to capture the moment when 
the name was called.

“I had my cellphone all 
ready to take pictures,” Olson 
said.

So it came as a shock to Ol-
son when she was announced 
as the honoree. Olson was 
presented with a small Gold 
Star mother sculpture, and 
the significance of the gesture 
overwhelmed her.

“When I opened up that 
box and saw that, I plain 
cried,” Olson said. “I was so 
happy and very honored that 
they would do that for me.”

Olson is a Gold Star moth-
er, meaning she has lost a 
child in war. Her son Andy 
Stevens was killed in Iraq on 
Dec. 1, 2005, and Olson car-
ries her son’s photo with her 

while working on veterans’ 
causes.

Most recently, Olson, a 
26-year Army veteran and 
CVVT board member, played 
a role in bringing three 
bronze statues to Eau Claire 
that recognize veterans 
and their families: one of a 
soldier from the 32nd “Red 
Arrow” Infantry Division; 
one honoring Stevens and the 
Marine Corps; and one larger, 
identical version of the Gold 
Star mother maquette Olson 
received.

The sculptures were 
installed Thursday at three 
temporary locations: the 
American Legion at 634 
Water St., the VFW Post 7232 
building at 2900 W. Folsom 
St. and Prestige Auto at 3525 
Highway 93. Next spring they 
will be moved to the Chippe-
wa Valley Veterans Tribute 
at River Prairie in Altoona 
as part of the first phase for 
the multiyear, seven-figure 
project.

The tribute along the Eau 
Claire River will be built in 
four phases totaling at least 

$2.2 million over four years. 
Funding is covered for Phase 
1, which will cost about 
$700,000. It will include a 
“wall of tears” along with 
an honor mall next to a 
field of gray and red “legacy 
stones” made of granite. A 
tribute trail will eventually 
be constructed, and it will 
begin with the Civil War and 
feature monuments for the 
13 American wars since. The 
tribute focuses on veterans 
and their personal sacrifices.

Mark Beckfield, president 
of the Eau Claire County Vet-
erans Tribute Foundation and 
an Eau Claire County Board 
supervisor, said groundbreak-
ing for the honor mall was 
delayed to next spring after 
early snow and slowed ship-
ment of materials because of 
COVID-19. Its initial slated 
to be completed by Veterans 
Day, which is Wednesday, but 
the new completion date is 
Memorial Day 2021, which is 
May 31.

The tribute’s main purpos-
es are to honor, educate and 
remember, and CVVT mem-

bers wanted to honor Olson 
with a Marine Corps statue 
modeled after Stevens.

“She gave the ultimate,” 
Beckfield said. “We couldn’t 
think of a better way to honor 
her and her family.”

Beckfield said the statues 
serve an important role of 
recognition and carry an inef-
fable quality of gratitude.

“It expresses the feelings 
… in something other than 
words,” Beckfield said. “I 
saw people smiling and 
crying when they saw these 
(statues)… Art brings things 
out. Veterans suffered a lot. 
Some gave their lives, and 
the representation of what 
they looked like really allows 
those veterans to reflect and 
heal and know we respect 
them.”

Olson, who is also presi-
dent of Wisconsin Gold Star 
Mothers, agreed.

“We need to remember our 
military,” Olson said. “They 
gave up a lot, and we don’t 
want to forget that.”
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Biden signals quick action on forming team
President-elect 

names co-chairs 
of coronavirus 
working group

Associated Press

President-elect Joe Biden gestures to supporters Saturday in Wilm-
ington, Del.

Welcome additions
Statues honor veterans, families

Staff Photo by Dan Reiland

Kaye Olson, a Gold Star mother from Eau Claire, watch as Daniel Karo, left, and sculptor Sutton Betti wheeled a bronze Marine statue 
into Prestige Auto in Eau Claire on Thursday. The statue’s uniform is replicated after Olson’s son Andy Stevens, who was killed in Iraq 
in December 2005. The statue is one of three on display in Eau Claire throughout the winter before they will be formally installed at 
the Chippewa Valley Veterans Tribute in Altoona in spring 2021. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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