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» Shift to local
Pandemic precautions shift 
to individuals, local health 
officers, legislators say.  
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online, new fall one planned. 
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SAWDUST STORIES

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

Chippewa Falls native and 
veteran journalist Rich Jack-
son finally made the pages of 
The New York Times.

Unfortunately for Jackson, 
it wasn’t exactly the scenario 
he had dreamed about since 
graduating from UW-Eau 
Claire with a journalism de-
gree in 1992.

After submitting dozens of 
columns to the Times over 
the years and never receiving 
a reply, Jackson was featured 
last week as the subject of a 
story instead of the author. 
The headline: “Newspaper’s 
Top Editor Is Now a ‘Home-
less’ Blogger.”

In a matter of a week, 
Jackson, 54, a 1984 graduate 
of Chippewa Falls McDonell 
High School, went from being 
senior executive editor of 
The Herald-Times, a Gan-
nett-owned newspaper in 
Bloomington, Ind., to being 
both jobless and homeless.

The sudden double wham-
my occurred when a Gannett 
representative informed Jack-
son on April 24, in the parking 
lot outside his office, that he 
was laid off and also would 
have to vacate the apartment 
he occupied in the newspaper 
building. A few days later he 
was living in a Motel 6.

“It’s a good reminder of 
how brutal the economy can 
be for individuals,” Jackson 
told the Leader-Telegram, 
where he worked as a sum-
mer intern in 1989. “Even 
someone with a big fancy 
pants title of senior execu-
tive editor can be living in a 
Motel 6 in a couple of weeks.”

Jackson responded to the 
news the way he knows best: 
He wrote about it. His new 
forum: a blog he titled “The 
Homeless Editor.”

“It took me 20 minutes 
after I was alerted to decide 
that I needed to write this 
experience,” said Jackson, 
who figures he has written 
or edited hundreds of stories 
about homelessness before 
unwittingly becoming the 
subject of such stories. “A 

writer writes. You gotta keep 
your chops, you know.”

This week the blog sur-
passed 54,000 page views — a 
remarkable number for any 
blog and an unfathomable 
leap from the time Jackson 
started a blog during a tem-
porary furlough from another 
Indiana newspaper during 
the 2009 recession. He called 
that blog “The Furlog,” which 
he thought was a clever title 

for a furlough blog but later 
realized was unrecognizable 
and not searched by anyone.

“I got about seven hits a 
day and six of them were 
mine, and I think the other 
one was my executive editor,” 
he said, theorizing that the 
surprising juxtaposition of 
the words “homeless” and 
“editor” in the title of his 
new blog help it attract more 
attention.

Jackson believes The New 
York Times heard about his 
plight in a tweet from one of 
the many friends he’s made in 
a career with 11 newspapers 
in five states, including early 
stops at the Wausau Daily 
Herald, Wisconsin Rapids 
Daily Tribune and Beaver 
Dam Daily Citizen in Wis-
consin.

By Patti See
Special to the Leader-Telegram

I click on the article “Want to 
Fall in Love with Your Partner 
Again? Science Says to Ask Them 
These 36 Questions” for the same 
reason I’m wearing pajama pants 
at noon on a Tuesday: I’m abiding 
by safer-at-home.

For much of his career, so-
cial psychologist Dr. Arthur 
Aron’s research focused on 
the science of love. His 1993 
study “The Experimental 

Generation of Interperson-
al Closeness” explored 
whether intimacy could 
be developed between 
two strangers. One 
group of participants 
simply made small talk 
with a partner; the 
other group asked 
each other 36 ques-
tions that became 
increasingly more 
personal. For what 

in your life do 
you feel most 
grateful? If you 

could wake up tomorrow having 
gained any one quality or ability, 
what would it be? Is there some-
thing that you’ve dreamed of doing 
for a long time? Why haven’t you 
done it? Share an embarrassing 
moment.

Finally, these partners spent 
their last four minutes together 
silently looking into one anoth-
er’s eyes. Aron reported, “When I 
came in towards the end of each 
set of questions, there were people 
crying and talking so openly.” 
You don’t need to be a scientist to 
figure out which group felt more 
bonded with one another after just 
45 minutes. The results were used 
to better understand prejudice and 
to improve relationships between 
police officers and community 
members.

Only recently has the study been 
applied to igniting or rekindling 
romance. In 2015, Mandy Len Ca-
tron’ s New York Times story went 
viral after her new love affair was 
inspired by Aron’s 36 questions. 
She wrote, “Ours was the kind of 
accelerated intimacy I remem-
bered from summer camp, staying 

up all night with a new friend … 
But rarely does adult life present 
us with such circumstances.”

Until COVID-19. One recent 
Saturday night, my husband and I 
sit at our counter with drinks and 
ask each other some of Aron’s 36 
questions. When shared with a ro-
mantic partner, these become part 
Cosmopolitan quiz, part pre-mar-
ital inventory. What do you value 
in a friendship? What is your most 
treasured or terrible memory? 
How do you feel about your rela-
tionship with your mother?

Bruce reads aloud, “If you were 
able to live to the age of 90 and 
retain either the mind or body of a 
30-year-old for the last 60 years of 
your life, which would you want?” 
He smiles: “I know what I’d want ... 
for you.”

“Like you’d live to see it,” I tease 
back. I can’t help but think we’re in 
our own private “The Newlywed 
Game” though less cringe-worthy 
because it’s just the two of us.

I read, “Tell your partner what 
you like about them.”

Thirty-six questions

Patti  
See
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Writing his own story
CF native, 
newspaper 

editor becomes 
homeless blogger 
after losing job

Contributed photo

Chippewa Falls native Rich Jackson recently started a blog titled The Homeless Editor after being 
laid off from his job as the top editor of The Herald Times in Bloomington, Ind., and losing his 
apartment at the same time. He is now living at a Motel 6.
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By TODD RICHMOND
Associated Press

MADISON — Local 
health officials across 
Wisconsin began rescind-
ing their stay-at-home 
orders Friday after attor-
neys warned the mandates 
could be vulnerable to 
legal challenges after the 
state Supreme Court wiped 
out Gov. Tony Evers’ state-
wide order.

Eau Claire County health 
officials said Friday that 
language in the county’s 
order is legal and enforce-
able, though they noted 
that education, not en-
forcement, is the order’s 
purpose.

The Wisconsin Coun-
ties Association posted 
a message on its website 
after the court ruled 
Wednesday saying it’s un-
clear whether local orders 
mimicking the statewide 
mandate would stand up 
in court. Health officials 
in Kenosha County with-
drew their stay-at-home 
order Thursday night in 
light of the WCA warning. 
Brown and Manitowoc 
counties as well as the cit-
ies of Cudahy and Apple-
ton dropped their orders 
Friday afternoon.

“While the WCA and 
outside legal counsel did 
not opine that counties 
were outright prohibited 
from taking such actions, 
they did indicate that 
overall, the legal basis 
to do so is likely weak,” 
Brown County’s attorney, 
David Hemery, said in a 
letter Friday to the coun-
ty’s health officer, Anna 
Destree.

Some orders 
rescinded 
after legal 
questions
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