
Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Brothers August, 2, left, and Oliver, 4, Johnston of Eau Claire play Thursday at River Prairie Park in Altoona with their father Jeremiah. 
Altoona officials spoke Friday about advice they recently got from children about what people enjoy about the city. View more photos at 
LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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By Scott Bauer
Associated Press

MADISON — Wisconsin 
Gov. Tony Evers and Fox-
conn Technology Group 
officials are talking about 
making changes to the 
contract signed in 2017 that 
was based on constructing 
a larger display screen 
manufacturing facility than 
is now proposed.

But neither side is giving 
details. So how might the 
deal be changed? And 
what’s at stake for each 
side?

Here are five areas to 
watch as talks continue, 
based on interviews with 
people familiar with the 
Foxconn deal and others 
like it:
Jobs: It makes sense that 

Foxconn would want to 
open up the deal because 
it appears unlikely to meet 
the original jobs targets, 
said Bob O’Brien, presi-
dent of U.S.-based Display 
Supply Chain Consultants, 
which tracks the global 
flat-panel industry.

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

ALTOONA — To see how the 
city’s doing and get ideas for its 
future, Altoona’s mayor sought 
the opinions of some of his 
youngest constituents.

Brendan Pratt showed the 
results of those listening ses-
sions on Friday morning to 130 
local business and community 
leaders gathered for the annual 
State of Altoona speech spon-
sored by the Eau Claire Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Projected onto a large screen 

in River Prairie Center, attend-
ees saw Pratt ask several groups 
of school-age students about 
things they like about living in 
Altoona and things they’d want 
to see changed.

Reasons the children and 
teens gave for enjoying life in 
Altoona included the city’s 
parks, its history, a growing se-
lection of businesses, swimming 
and fishing at Lake Altoona and 

seeing the community develop 
while also keeping a small-town 
feel where people know and 
care about each other.

Among the things they’d 
like to see come to Altoona 
are more small locally-grown 
businesses, community gardens, 
improvements to city roads and, 
somehow, less snow.

After the video of Pratt’s 
listening sessions with the 

schoolchildren, city adminis-
trator Michael Golat explained 
why it’s important to look 
toward younger residents for 
insights.

“What you want your city to 
become is learned at a young 
age,” Golat said. “And those 
values don’t change.”

A lot of things the children 
mentioned reflected efforts the 
city has undertaken in recent 
years to improve the quality of 
life for Altoona’s entire popu-
lation.

Letting the children lead

Altoona asks young residents 
for their thoughts on city

Changes 
possible  
for deal

FOXCONN 

By B.J. Hollars
Special to the Leader-Telegram

When 11-year-old Nancy 
Nugent first laid eyes on the 21 

Nazi war criminals seated across 
the room from her, she could 

hardly fathom the full extent of the 
atrocities those men had committed. 

“I was kind of overwhelmed,” Nancy 
Meier, as she is known today, shares 

with me 72 years later.
Nancy and I are at her 
great-grandson’s birthday 

party just outside of Eau 
Claire, and as the chil-

dren play, she tells 
me about her un-
likely journey from 
Merrill, Wis., to 
the Nuremberg 
Trials.

Her front row 
seat to history 
was hardly 
happenstance, 

but the result of being the daugh-
ter of Capt. Ambrose H. Nugent, an 
artilleryman in Gen. George Patton’s 
Third Army, who, in the aftermath of 
World War II, remained in Germany 
as part of the Allied forces’ occupa-
tion of the region. For two weeks in 
August of 1946, Nancy, her 14-year-old 
sister, Barbara, and their two younger 
siblings, traveled unaccompanied for 
4,000 miles from Merrill to Nurem-
berg to reunite with their father. Upon 
their arrival, the children were aston-
ished to find a country that, though 
recently defeated by Allied troops, 
was generally welcoming to their 
newly-arrived American neighbors. 
Nancy’s younger siblings regularly 
played alongside German children, 
while she and her sister Barbara were 
allowed to walk to the Kaserne where 
their father was assigned. Other 
explorations of the area were restrict-
ed due to dangers posed by the ruins 
caused by extensive bombing.

Though no formal schooling was 

offered to the American children at 
that time, Captain Nugent lost little 
sleep over it. “My dad said frequent-
ly that it would not be any problem 
for us missing school … because we 
would learn more about history (by 
experiencing it) than we would in any 
improvised classroom. And,” Nancy 
says, “he was right.”

The children’s education began 
on the train journey from the port in 
Bremerhaven to Nuremberg. From out 
the window, Nancy observed glimps-
es of German life in the aftermath of 
war: from the pair of young German 
children rummaging in garbage barrels 
near the U.S. Army barracks to a coun-
tryside ravaged by bombs. Not long 
after settling in their home just outside 
of Nuremberg, Nancy and her siblings 
accompanied their father to Dachau 
concentration camp, where between 
1933 and its liberation in 1945, more 
than 30,000 prisoners were killed. 

Front row seat to history
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