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By Benjamin Wideman
Regional Editor | ben.wideman@ecpc.com

GREEN BAY — Each 
weeknight, Bill Jartz slips 
on a suit coat, adjusts his 
matching tie and broadcasts 
live to thousands of people 
in northeast Wisconsin as a 
TV news anchor.

Thousands more hear 
him during Green Bay 
Packers games as the public 
address announcer at Lam-
beau Field.

But what truly invigo-
rates Jartz can’t be found in 
the spotlight of TV studios 
and glitz and glamour of 
NFL showdowns.

He’s most proud of his 
rural Wisconsin roots — 
growing up on a small 
farm outside Clintonville 
in Waupaca County and, 
for the past 24 years, living 
with his wife, Mary, in a 
log cabin tucked away on 
60 acres near Maribel in 
Manitowoc County.

“Everybody always 
assumes I’m going to be 
dressed in a coat and tie 
wherever I go. It’s not like 
that at all,” said Jartz, who 
proudly owns 10 John 
Deere tractors. “I’m pretty 
much a country bumpkin. 
I spend my days wearing 
vertical-striped blue and 
white bib overalls. That’s 

what I wear. 
That’s what 
I’m comfort-
able in. Be-
cause that’s 
who I am.

“It really 
takes me 
back to 
being a kid 

on the farm. I have a lot 
of wonderful memories. 
And that’s a big part of 
why I appreciate so much 
the hard-working people 
in agriculture. I’ve come to 
know so many farmers, and 
they’re amazing people.”

Jartz, whose legal 
surname is Schmidt but is 
widely known by his TV 
last name, fondly recalls 
his upbringing on a hobby 
farm with cows, pigs, 
chickens and rabbits. He 
also enjoyed growing fruits 
and vegetables.

Jartz carried that work 
ethic into sports, earning 
all-state football honors at 
Clintonville High School. 
He received an athletic 
scholarship to Northwest-
ern University and graduat-
ed with a journalism degree 
in 1980.

That same year, Jartz 
stepped into the spotlight as 
a sports anchor at WSAW 
in Wausau. Three years 
later he transitioned to 

WBAY in Green Bay and 
— following a brief stint 
as a stockbroker — for the 
past 20 years he has been a 
popular news anchor for the 
Channel 2 station.

Meanwhile, his announc-
ing days at Lambeau Field 
began in 2005.

Through it all, however, 
Jartz’s rural roots never 
wavered.

“With Bill, what you see 
is what you get,” said Mary, 
his wife of 34 years. “A lot 
of people might think a TV 
anchorman would be an 
egomaniac, but nothing is 
further from the truth.

“He is just a small-town 
boy from Wisconsin — and 
that’s a good thing. He 
respects people who work 
hard for a living, he takes 

pride in the values learned 
on a family farm, and I 
think that’s evident when 
he meets people and talks 
to them.”

Jartz has plenty to talk 
about, especially when 
it comes to tractors and 
farming.

During his youth, Jartz’s 

Photo courtesy Bill Jartz

Bill Jartz stood by his John Deere 4020 tractor while taking a break from working his land 
near Maribel.

Jartz

Loyal to the  
green and gold

TV anchor, Packers announcer embraces rural roots

See JARTZ, Page 3A

By Brooke Bechen
Regional Editor | brooke.bechen@ecpc.com

Organizers of the 2019 
Wisconsin Farm Technol-
ogy Days continue to pre-
pare for next year’s event, 
announcing extended show 
hours and putting out a call 
for local farming artifacts 
to be displayed at Walters 
Grain Farm in Jefferson 
County July 23-25.

However, Jefferson 
County will have another 
opportunity to host in the 
not-too-distant future as it 

was also announced last 
week that the show will 
be held at the Jefferson 
County Fair Park in 2021. 
According to Matt Glewen, 
general manager for Wis-
consin Farm Technology 
Days, two sites were under 
consideration to host the 
2021 event, with Jefferson 
County Fair Park, located 
on the northwest edge of 
the city of Jefferson, select-
ed over the Iola Old Car 
Show Grounds in Iola.

While both sites offered 
enough space for com-

mercial and educational 
portions of the show, as 
well as nearby farmland for 
popular field demonstra-
tions, the Farm Technology 
Days board ultimately 
decided on the fair park due 
to its facilities and acces-
sibility. Although their site 
was not selected, Glewen 
said the interest and coop-
eration from Iola Car Show 
leaders was greatly appreci-
ated, with the possibility of 
collaborating in the future 
left open.

The 2021 show will be 

the first one in the show’s 
more than 60-year his-
tory that will be off the 
farm and organized and 
run by Wisconsin Farm 
Technology Days Inc., the 
statewide organization that 
supports the event. In all 
of the events past, shows 
were organized and run by 
the county selected to host 
each year.

The show will return 
to a county-hosted show 
in 2022 as Clark County 
plans to host. The location 
and dates have not yet 

been announced.
The 2019 Wisconsin 

Farm Technology Days 
will be held July 23-25 at 
the Walter Grain Farm in 
Johnson Creek. By hosting 
in 2019, the Walter family 
joins a small group of farm 
families that have hosted 
more than once.

Jefferson County orga-
nizers anticipate a large 
crowd, as 86 percent of 
attendees to the show come 
from a 100-mile radius, 

By Jenna Hendrickson
Amery

(Polk County)

Every Christmas, my 
family and I would make a 
trip over to our land about 
a mile down the road from 
our house. Every year, 

on the land, there was 
always the perfect 

Christmas tree. The 
trees were always 

in random spots 
that some-
times a tree 
couldn’t 
possibly grow 

in, and they were 
never in the same 

spot from year to year. 
They also never showed 
up until it was time for 
us to find one, even 
though trees of this size 
take many years to grow. 
Great timing, right? But 
my sister, brothers, and I 

never thought anything of 
it and so we would “saw” 
the tree down, toss it in 
the back of our truck, and 

haul it back home. We did 
this every Christmas, until 

A Balsam Fir Bombshell
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The Hendrickson family is pictured a few years ago after 
another successful Christmas tree hunt on their property. 
From left are Josh, Wes, Tracy, Jenna, Jessica and Jake. 
“They all knew by that time,” Jenna said of her parents’ 
annual Christmas tree prank, but “I didn’t.”

By Heidi Clausen
Editor | heidi.clausen@ecpc.com

AMERY — Jenna Hen-
drickson said she never 
suspected that the Christ-

mas tree 
her family 
“harvested” 
each year 
off their 
land hadn’t 
actually 
grown 
there.

For 
years, her older siblings 
had played along with her 
parents’ charade, pretend-
ing that the Balsam fir her 
dad, Wes, chopped down 
was indeed from their 
land. Last year, Jenna’s 

dad and her mom, Tracy, 
finally revealed the truth 
to their youngest child — 
that they had always 
bought the Balsam 
fir from a local 
Christmas 
tree farm 
and planted 
it for their chil-
dren to find.

“I was in 
shock,” the 
15-year-old 
Amery High 
School sopho-
more said. “The rest of 
the night, I was thinking 
about all the past trees.”

Jenna’s story is the 
winner in the 2018 

Teen shocked to 
learn of parents’ 
Christmas tree trick

Hendrickson

FTD to move off the farm in 2021

See FTD, Page 2A
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