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By Brooke Bechen
The Country Today

SPRING GREEN — 
In conservationist Aldo 
Leopold’s “A Sand County 
Almanac,” Leopold high-
lights the ethical relation-
ship between people and 
the land they manage. 
This idea of “land ethic,” a 
moral responsibility of hu-
mans to the natural world, 

has guided many farmers 
throughout time, including 
Dick Cates, who recently 
traveled to Ethiopia on a 
special project — leaving 
a copy of Leopold’s book 
behind to better guide live-
stock farmers as they aim 
to improve cattle husbandry 
and management practices.

Cates participated in 
his first international 

agriculture project in 
1999, visiting China with 
UW-Madison’s Babcock 
Institute for International 
Dairy Research and De-
velopment. Since then, he 
has participated in 12 other 
international volunteer 
projects, taking him across 
the world to South Africa, 
Honduras and Mexico, just 
to name a few.

“Everything I’ve done 
has been livestock and 
cattle related,” Cates said. 

Speaking the language of livestock
Dick 
Cates is 
pictured, 
at right, 
with a 
herder 
and his 
camel 
during a 
recent 
volun-
teer trip 
to Ethio-
pia.
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Milk-n-More Tequila Naomi, 
a seven-year-old Jersey bred and 
owned by Milk-n-More Farms of 
Cecil, has been named the 2019 
Wisconsin Cow of the Year. Naomi 
will be recognized with the honor 
at a special ceremony Oct. 2 during 
World Dairy Expo.

Each year, a different Wiscon-
sin purebred cattle association 
selects a cow to represent her 
breed as the Cow of the Year at 
World Dairy Expo. The honor 
rotates annually among Wiscon-
sin’s seven major dairy breeds 
(Guernsey, Ayrshire, Holstein, 
Red & White Holstein, Brown 
Swiss, Jersey, and Milking Short-
horn) with the Jersey recognized 
this year.

Milk-n-More Farms is owned 
by Ron and Nicolle Wussow, who 
purchased the fifth-generation 
farm from Nicolle’s parents, Roy 
and Mary Ellen Fischer, in 1999.

Nicolle said family members, 
who have been showing Jerseys 
competitively since 2005, “knew 
Naomi was special from the time 
she was in the hutches. It was 
easy to see she was a complete 
calf, and she went on to use that 
overall style, balance, and cor-
rectness in the show ring.”

After a successful summer 
show season, Naomi was named 
2012 Reserve Junior All Ameri-
can Winter Calf at the All Amer-
ican Junior Jersey Show, and the 
Reserve Junior All Wisconsin 
Winter Calf. In 2014, she showed 
true promise as a senior two-
year-old and again won Reserve 
Junior All American and Reserve 
Junior All Wisconsin laurels. As 
a four-year-old, she won 2016 All 
Wisconsin honors. In 2017, she 
earned Grand Champion honors 
at the Junior Show at the Wis-
consin Spring Showcase, and she 
placed ninth in the five-year-old 
class at the All American Junior 
Show.

Milk-n-More 
Tequila 
Naomi is 
2019 Cow 
of the Year
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Milk-n-More Tequila Naomi, a sev-
en-year-old Jersey bred and owned 
by Milk-n-More Farms of Cecil, has 
been named the 2019 Wisconsin 
Cow of the Year.

By Brooke Bechen
The Country Today

M
ADISON — 

More than 

70,000 people 

from across the globe are 

expected to head to Madi-

son next week for the 53rd 

annual World Dairy Expo, 

the world’s largest event 

dedicated to everything 

dairy. This year’s theme for 

the big event is “Tools for 

Dairy’s Progress,” which is 

especially timely as technol-

ogy continues to change the 

dairy industry, often making 

operations more efficient and 

productive.

Slated for Oct. 1-5 at the 
Alliant Energy Center in Mad-
ison, World Dairy Expo brings 
dairy producers, enthusiasts 
and industry professionals to-
gether to celebrate dairy. And, 
as the theme suggests, there 
will be many opportunities to 
discover tools for success and 
discuss ideas that can help an 
operation reach their unique 
dairy goals.

This year’s Expo will feature 
expanded educational offerings 
through a variety of “Knowledge 
Nook” sessions. These sessions 
will be presented daily in the 
Knowledge Nook, located in the 
atrium of the Exhibition Hall, 
and will feature topics such as la-

bor issues and robots; probiotics; 
hybrid alfalfa; better haymak-
ing; herd insights; colostrum; 
dairy crossbreds; starting calves; 
increasing milk yield and treat-
ing mastitis free of antibiotics; 
and component production and 
efficiency.

Several seminars during Expo 
will also offer opportunities to 
learn something new. Industry 
leaders will present each day in 
the Mendota 2 meeting room of 
the Exhibition Hall, addressing 
a number of topics that include 
finances, climate, management 

practices and dairy markets. 
A special program will be 
presented by former Secretary 
of Agriculture Tom Vilsack 
on Oct. 4 at 8:30 a.m. in the 
Exhibition Hall; Vilsack will 
explore the future of dairy 
exports, in particular how to re-
spond to challenges and create 
opportunities.

The World Forage Analysis 
Superbowl gives attendees and 
participants another opportunity 
to connect and learn from the 
best in the forage business. 

TOOLS OF  
THE TRADE
2019 World Dairy Expo to put focus on technology
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Thousands of people are expected to attend the 2019 World Dairy Expo Oct. 1-5 in Madison.
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Last year’s Supreme Champion honor was given to Cutting Edge T 
Delilah, a Brown Swiss exhibited by Kyle Barton, Copake, N.Y.

Cates travels to Ethiopia to train 
agriculture agents
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