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When life gives you a pandemic, buy 
a trampoline.

Said no one ever.
Except my wife, who a month into 

the safer-at-home order, decided 
it was the most expedient way 

to persuade our children to 
get a little fresh air.

“Isn’t it also the most 
expedient way to get a 

broken arm?” I asked.
But after a month of being sardined 

alongside one another, we decided it was 
worth the risk.

To say that assembling a trampoline was 
more difficult than I expected would be an 
understatement. To say that it involved no 
four-letter words would be a lie. But it was 
all worth it to see my children’s smiling 
faces, which I observed from some newly 
earned distance.

Thanks to the trampoline, social dis-
tancing became easier for the kids. When 

trapped within its cage-like net, there was 
little chance of them coming into contact 
with anyone. An added benefit was that the 
trampoline allowed them to practice social 
distancing from their parents. After one 
particularly trying day of “home school-
ing,” they rolled their jampacked suitcases 
to their new bouncy home and promised 
they’d check in at Christmas. We wished 
them well, and then, 15 minutes later, 
enjoyed our grand reunion.

W E E K  O F  M A Y  1 3 ,  2 0 2 0

Volume 44, Number 18
20 Pages, 2 Sections

www.thecountrytoday.com

Est. 1977

For Pfisters, barn fire 
consumed a lifetime 
of family memories

Experts: Dairy 
industry has
bright spots 

Spring fields, 
woods alive
with song 

3A

 7A

2B

The Country Today
P.O. Box 4001

701 S. Farwell St.

Call: 888-833-9268 • 715-833-9268
Email: thecountrytoday@ecpc.com
Subscribe: 888-833-9268
Place a classified ad: 888-833-9268
Online: www.thecountrytoday.com
Facebook: facebook.com/TCTWIS

Classifieds .....................6B-9B

Country Voices .....................4A

Farm Business .................... 5B

Food ....................................8A

Horses ................................ 2B

Markets .............................. 4B

Outdoors ............... 2B-3B, 10B

Word Search ........................5A

Yarns of Yesteryear .............. 1B

INDEX

CONTACT US

   $1.50

Bouncing through quarantine with a trampoline

B.J. Hollars is the author of several books, most recently ‘Midwestern Strange: Hunting Monsters, Martians, and the 

Weird’’ and ‘The Road South: Personal Stories of the Freedom Riders.’ He is a professor, arts advocate, husband, 

father, son and dog walker. Follow him on Instagram, Twitter or Facebook @bjhollars

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

For the past several years a 
growing number of farmers have 
added on-farm dining oppor-
tunities, allowing customers to 
visit the farm, order a meal and 
sit down to enjoy that meal in a 
peaceful, rural setting.

But due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, many farmers are being 
forced to find alternative ways to 
serve customers while keeping 
money coming into the farm.

With many of these farms 
opening their seasons in May, 
farmers are scrambling to sort out 
the details of how things are going 
to work, for at least the first few 
weeks of serving.

“We feel like, in some ways, 
we’re starting over,” said Mar-
cy Smith, owner of The Stone 
Barn in Nelson, where they have 
offered wood-fired pizzas on 
weekends for 15 years. “There are 
so many unknowns, but we are 
preparing ourselves and preparing 
our staff.”

In previous years, The Stone 
Barn, S685 County Road KK, 
Nelson, has been open Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays from May 
through October. To start this year, 
they are offering carry-out only on 
Saturdays and Sundays.

Smith was hopeful people would 
make the drive to the farm for 
pizza, but she said many of their 
customers come from Eau Claire, 
Rochester, Minn., and the Twin 
Cities and are coming not only 
for the food but the atmosphere as 
well.

“We’ve had good response to 
our Facebook posts about our 
plans,” she said. “Sometimes that 
means they’ll come out, but it’s a 
long way to travel for take-out.”

This is the start of the third 
year of Burger Night on the Farm 
at Together Farms near Mondo-

vi. Owner Stephanie Schneider 
said attendance at the year’s first 
Burger Night on the Farm the 
first weekend in May was a little 
disappointing, but attendance in 
May typically depends a lot on the 
weather and customers’ sched-
ules prior to the Memorial Day 
weekend.

Together Farms, W93 Norden 
Road, Mondovi, is alternating 
weekends in May between of-
fering burgers using their grass-
fed beef on the farm and at the 
Brewing Projekt in Eau Claire, 
where they offer carry-out from 
the food truck in the parking lot 
of the brewery.

Even with the additional dining 
options available in the city, 
Schneider said customers seem 
reluctant to come out due to con-
cerns about COVID-19. However, 
she said, meat sales have been 
going well.

“With the weekends at the 
Brewing Projekt, it’s going OK. 

It’s doing well enough to pay 
the bills,” Schneider said. “But 
if things can’t fully open, I don’t 
know what the fate of burger night 
is.”

Schneider said Together Farms 
is following all Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection regulations 
for operating while the state’s 
safer-at-home restrictions are in 
place, but that it can be difficult to 
hash out exactly what rules are for 
an on-the-farm dining business.

Once restrictions begin to ease 
a bit, Schneider said she is hoping 
to provide options for diners to 
make sure they feel comfortable 
on the farm, even if it’s in limited 
numbers.

“If they want to wear masks; if 
they want to take their food to go; 
we put one of our picnic tables 
way up at the top of the hill, so 
you’re being very socially distant 
at that point,” Schneider said. 

LIKE STARTING OVER
Farms that offer dining scramble amidst pandemic
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Pizzas at The Stone Barn in Nelson will be available as to-go orders only for as long as the state’s COVID-19 
restrictions are in place.
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Burger Nights at Together Farms near Mondovi can draw a crowd, so for 
now, the farm’s grass-fed beef burgers will be offered as to-go orders 
only.
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As spring rolls out across the 
state, so too does pasture walk 
season — usually.

But current plans to hold 
the pasture walks that give 
farmers the opportunity 
share observations and learn 
from demonstrations are, 
like many other events, in a 
wait-and-see holding pattern 
as organizers await news of 
whether they will be able 
to continue with the events 
safely.

“Everything’s kind of put on 
hold,” said Rachel Bouressa, 
grazing planner for Golden 
Sands Resource Conservation 
and Development and a Grass-
Works board member.

Mary C. Anderson, presi-
dent of River Country Re-
source Conservation and 
Development, said that going 
forward for them, a lot is 
dependent on what happens 
over the next few weeks, with 
decisions on if or how to pro-
ceed with pasture walks this 
season to be made by the end 
of the month.

River Country generally 
starts holding pasture walks 
in April and May but has 
shelved the pasture walks they 
had planned for those months 
since the “safer at home” 
order directed by Gov. Tony 
Evers was put in place. Due 
to the order, River Country 
also had to postpone its annual 
meeting, which will now be 
planned for fall.

Golden Sands hadn’t quite 
officially set their pasture walk 
season when the order went 
into place, Bouressa said, but 
they have had to postpone at 
least one other event planned 
for this spring until fall.

There’s hope that Grass-
Works’ annual picnic may be 
able to continue as scheduled 
for July 25, Bouressa said, but 
planning still has to be done.

Pasture walks, as outdoor 
events, might be among the 
first to be OK’d when restric-
tions begin to ease, Bouressa 
said, but other options, such 
as further season delays or 
virtual options, are also being 
considered.

Since the COVID-19 
pandemic began and “safer at 
home” orders have been put in 
place, many events have fairly 
successfully transitioned to 
virtual formats, but applying 
that to pasture walks may be 
more difficult.
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