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< ‘Wisconsin’s wildest zoo’offers 
glimpse at rare animals. Page 1C.
• Equine massage helps maintain 
horse health. Page 4B.
• Farmers share benefits of planting, 
harvesting ‘green.’ Page 6C.
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By Benjamin Wideman
Regional Editor | ben.wideman@ecpc.com

NEWTON — Grotegut 
Dairy Farm continues to em-
brace its newfound role as a 
representative of Wisconsin’s 
agricultural industry.

Since the Farm Wisconsin 
Discovery Center opened 
in Manitowoc County five 
months ago, thousands of 
people have toured the near-
by operation as part of the 
center’s admission.

Tour buses board at the 
center and visit the farm 
four times daily, following a 
designated route that includes 
a trip through the free-stall 
barn, where the herd of 
Holsteins curiously observes 
the group of equally curious 
people. For many visitors, 
it’s their first experience on a 

dairy farm.
“We’re just trying to do our 

part to help educate the gen-
eral public on farming and 
show them what we are all 
about,” said Doug Grotegut, 
a third-generation farmer. 
“So far everything seems to 
be going pretty well. We’ve 
heard good things and we’re 
glad to have people coming.”

Guests watch an on-bus 
video, narrated by Grotegut 
family members, that aligns 
with their location on the 
farm during the tour. The 
family’s primary operators 
are Doug and his brother, 
Dave, as well as Dave’s 
children, Ashley and Eric, 
and Doug’s son, Kip. The 
farm employs 20 full- and 
part-time milking technicians 

In the 
spotlight
Farm Wisconsin Discovery  

Center offers four daily 
tours of Grotegut farm

Submitted photo

Key members of the Grotegut Dairy Farm operational 
team include, from left, Doug Grotegut, Dave Grotegut, 
Eric Grotegut, Ashley Grotegut and Kip Grotegut.

See GROTEGUT, Page 3A

By Jenessa Freidhof 
Regional Editor | jenessa.freidhof@ecpc.com

The demand for grass-fed 
dairy products continues to 
grow in the U.S., a highlight 
in a somewhat stagnant 
organic market, according 
to University of Vermont 
Extension Agronomist 
Heather Darby. During a 
recent eOrganic webinar, 
she discussed some of the 
challenges facing grass-fed 
dairy farmers.

“When we say 100 percent 
grass-fed organic milk, 

there isn’t actually a defined 
definition. For our purposes, 
grass-fed milk comes from 
dairy animals fed a diet 
without grain. The ration is 
instead a mixture of different 
types of forages,” she said.

There has been a rise in 
the number of grass-fed 
organic dairy farms, from 
about 140 in 2016 to about 
400 in 2018. Darby said each 
farm manages its system in 
different ways, ranging in 
how many days they milk to 
focusing on production.

“It is a rapidly growing 

sector of the organic milk 
market, and what we have 
been trying to do through 
our research is understand 
what the common challenges 
are among these farms,” she 
said.

One challenge they have 
found is the farm’s ability 
to meet forage quantity and 
quality demands. Transition-
ing to a 100 percent organic 
grass-fed system requires 
more acreage per animal 
or the ability of the farm to 
purchase more forages once 
grain is eliminated.

“In the organic standards, 
the minimum grazing season 
length is only 120 days, but 
in the grass-fed standards, 
it is at a minimum of 150 
days,” said consultant Sarah 
Flack. “The pasture intake 
requirement — the average 
amount of dry matter coming 
from pasture during the graz-
ing season — needs to be no 
lower than 60 percent.”

Flack said most farms 
they have looked at are far 
exceeding the minimum 
requirements but are still 
finding that a challenge as 

they enter the industry. The 
research Flack, Darby and 
their colleagues are working 
on, with the help from grants 
and companies like Organic 
Valley, has found that farms 
not buying or selling forages 
need about 5.5 acres per cow. 
This can lead to other chal-
lenges during tough weather 
years.

“One of the things we are 
really noticing is that farmers 
that have eliminated grain 
have further eliminated a tool 

Rising demand for grass-fed dairy seen as market bright spot

By Heidi Clausen
Editor | heidi.clausen@ecpc.com

The freshly signed farm 
bill, dubbed the 2018 Agri-
culture Improvement Act, 
contains several provisions 
that should prove popular 
with dairy producers,  
ending an otherwise disap-
pointing year for the  
industry on a positive note.

“We got everything  
we were asking for, and 
maybe a little more,” said 
NMPF Board Chairman 
and Missouri dairy farmer 
Randy Mooney. “It’s a  
better deal for dairy farm-
ers. I think we came out in a 

very good spot.”
President Donald Trump 

signed off on the new, 
800-page farm bill Dec. 
20. That day, the National 
Milk Producers Federation 
hosted a news conference 
to tout key features of the 
measure’s dairy provisions, 
re-branded as the Dairy 
Margin Coverage program. 
The organization promises 
to work closely with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
to implement the program 
changes as quickly as possi-
ble. New rates and coverage 
will take effect Jan. 1. Once 
producers sign up, their 
coverage will be retroactive 

to the beginning of 2018.
The new DMC offers 

higher coverage levels, lower 
premiums and more flexibili-
ty for farms of all sizes. With 
the changes, farmers will 
have some decisions to make 
this winter ahead of pro-
gram signup in the spring. 
Chris Galen, NMPF’s senior 
vice president for member 
services and strategic initia-
tives, encourages producers 
to learn all they can before 
then.

“Get educated as much as 
possible about the program 
because there are going to 
be more decisions, or more 
nuanced decisions, that have 

to be made,” he said. “These 
are significant improvements 
in the dairy safety net” that 
will help dairy farms of all 
sizes and nationwide.

Mooney said his organiza-
tion began calling for reform 
of dairy’s Margin Protection 
Program soon after signing 
of the 2014 Farm Bill, as the 
program calculations didn’t 
function as well as intended.

“Our safety net had more 
holes in it than we thought it 
did,” Mooney said.

Their call took on greater 
urgency in light of low milk 
prices and compressed mar-
gins at the farm level the past 
four years.

“That reality was central 
in the minds of members of 
Congress as they looked at 
this farm bill,” said NMPF 
President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer Jim Mulhern.

Mulhern said they sought 
reform that would not gener-
ate excess milk production, 
as milk prices must be set in 
the marketplace, while pro-
viding a safety net to support 
farmers during tough spells.

“We think that these 
changes will do that,” he 
said.

None of the previous 
several farm bills on which 

New farm bill contains improvements for dairy

See FARM BILL, Page 2A
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Frozen in time
Snow covers the barn roof and surrounding landscape of this farm near the west-
ern Wisconsin town of Northfield in Jackson County.

By Brooke Bechen
Regional Editor | brooke.bechen@ecpc.com

SINSINAWA — Since 
1847, people of the Catho-
lic faith have been farming 
at Sinsinawa Mound in 
southwest Wisconsin. The 
tradition continues today 
through the lease of land to 
an organic dairy farmer, the 
cultivation of food from the 
sisters’ kitchen garden and 
a relatively new program at 
the Mound: the Sinsinawa 
Collaborative Farm.

In 2017, the Sinsinawa 
Dominicans decided to es-
tablish a collaborative farm 
on their 423-acre estate, 
offering land, education, 
infrastructure and mentor-
ship to beginning farmers. 
Sister Christin Tomy took 
the lead on the project, 
learning about some of the 

biggest barriers beginning 
farmers face and creating 
a program where those 
beginning farmers could 

explore a career in agricul-
ture with little financial risk 

Collaborative farm offers  
place to learn with less risk
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This year’s beginning farmers represented Blue Barrel 
Produce, City Girl Farming, Dem Greenz, Dubuque Ur-
ban Farm and Sandhill Farm. They posed for a photo after 
wrapping up their growing season.

See SINSINAWA, Page 2A


