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By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — A 
business group will install 
an artistic wooden kiosk 
in Phoenix Park that will 
display information to 
help visitors find their way 
around downtown and learn 
about upcoming events.

On Tuesday the City 
Council voted 10-0 — Coun-
cilman Andrew Werthmann 
was the lone absence — to 
allow the North Barstow/
Medical Business Improve-
ment District to put the 
kiosk in the park.

“The kiosk has been 
something the North Bar-
stow BID has been wanting 
to do for quite some time,” 
city Economic Development 
Manager Aaron White said 
during Tuesday’s meeting.

The business group, 
which funds downtown 
enhancement projects via a 
self-imposed special assess-
ment on its members, has 
already budgeted for the 
project, White said.

The location approved 
by the city is at the north 
end of the Haymarket Plaza 
bridge at a spot currently 
occupied by a raised flower 
bed with a few rose bushes 
in it.

City 
OKs 
kiosk
Business group 

will install 
structure in 

Phoenix Park

See COUNCIL  Page 2A

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — The city’s in-
surance carrier, Wisconsin Mu-
nicipal Mutual Insurance Co., 
has agreed to settle two separate 
federal lawsuits brought against 
Eau Claire police officers.

“The choice to settle these 
cases were business decisions 
made by the City of Eau Claire’s 
insurance company, and focused 
primarily on the costs of liti-
gation rather than on the facts 
of each case,” according to a 
statement co-signed by Interim 
City Manager David Solberg 
and Police Chief Matt Rokus.

The City Council was ap-
prised of the insurer’s decision 
to settle the cases during a 
closed session meeting on Mon-
day night.

“The city does not admit any 
fault and this was a decision 
by the insurance company to 
settle for these amounts,” 
Deputy City Attorney 
Douglas Hoffer said.

In the lawsuit brought 
by Tyler Holte against 
the city for being shot 
twice during a 2015 ar-
rest, the insurer will pay 
$725,000.

Jeff Scott Olson, 
Holte’s attorney, called 
the settlement “a reason-
able compromise on both 
sides.”

In April 2015, police 
believed Holte could be 
armed based on com-
ments he’d made to peo-
ple and did not want to 
go back to jail, according to the 
city’s statement. Officers were 
preparing to arrest Holte on a 
felony warrant when they saw 
him drive off at high speeds — 
his mother initially clinging to 
the vehicle — through a neigh-
borhood after an argument with 
family members.

“On April 1, 2015, our officers 
faced an extremely dangerous 

and difficult situation created by 
Tyler Holte,” Rokus said.

Instead of engaging in a high-
speed chase, police later 
found Holte’s vehicle and 
then located him on a 
steep wooded embank-
ment behind VFW Post 
305, 1300 Starr Ave. Holte 
did not comply with 
verbal demands to show 
his hands and when he 
appeared to reach into his 
waistband, Officer Hunter 
Braatz shot Holte twice 
— once in the left leg and 
once in his left arm. No 
weapon was found on 
or near Holte. Officers 
rendered first aid to Holte 
before emergency medi-
cal technicians arrived to 

transport him to a hospital for 
treatment of his wounds.

While investigations into the 
shooting deemed it justified, 
Holte’s lawsuit held that it was a 
violation of his rights.

“This case was about one of-
ficer with an otherwise unblem-
ished record who fired what we 
contended were two unreason-
able rifle rounds into the body 

of Tyler Holte, who received 
immediate and competent medi-
cal care from both the officers 
on the scene and the EMTs who 
arrived immediately, and, as a 
consequence, survived,” Olson 
said in an email to the Lead-
er-Telegram.

Holte’s attorney disputes the 
city’s characterization of his 
client as dangerous, but says 
he’s a kind-hearted man who 
got addicted to opioids after a 
bad car accident and deserves a 
second chance.

“Tyler Holte has paid his 
debt to society for the criminal 
offenses he committed when he 
was addicted to street drugs,” 
Olson wrote. “In the wounds 
and disabilities he will carry for 
the rest of his life, he has more 
than paid for any misjudgments 
he made on April 1, 2015.”

Officer punched man
For the other case being set-

tled, the city’s insurer will pay 
$325,000 to Chester Stabenow 
for a 2017 incident where an 
officer punched him multiple 
times in the face.

Cases against eCPd being settled
City’s insurer 

opting to pay to 
end lawsuits for 
police shooting, 

punches

Hoffer

Rokus

By Matt Milner  
and Eric Lindquist 
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — A 
strong line of storms 
moved through the 

Chippewa Valley at daybreak 
Tuesday, prompting severe 
thunderstorm warnings and 
leaving thousands without 
power.

Xcel Energy reported that the thun-
derstorms knocked out power to 
nearly 4,000 customers, primarily in Eau 
Claire. Downed power lines and poles, 
along with lightning damage to equip-
ment, caused most of the issues, compa-
ny spokeswoman Chris Ouellette said.

With rain continuing for several 
hours, Xcel crews battled difficult 
weather conditions as they worked to 
restore power to customers through-
out the day Tuesday. By midafternoon, 
about 500 customers were still without 
power, and company officials expected 

electrical service to be restored to all 
customers by Tuesday evening, Ouel-
lette said.

Winds of more than 30 mph were re-
corded by the National Weather Service 

during the storm, with gusts of up to 63 
mph. For reference, sustained winds of 
at least 39 mph are tropical storm force 
winds.

STORMS BATTER 
CHIPPEWA VALLEY
High winds knock down trees, power lines in Eau Claire

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Paul Tobisch of Eau Claire cuts up a downed tree Tuesday on the car and house of his girlfriend’s home on Eighth Street in Eau 
Claire. A severe thunderstorm early Tuesday downed power lines and trees in the Chippewa Valley.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

A storm uprooted a large tree that fell onto a house Tuesday on Sixth Street in Eau 
Claire.
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