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» Lumbering  
heritage in Rice Lake
Forestry museum and hall 
of fame to properly display 
history. Page 3A

» Making a return  
to Eau Claire
Kosower is principal cello  
of Cleveland Orchestra. Page 9A
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North high school 
plays on first day of 
hockey tournament
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POT OF 
GOLD

KARLSTAD’S JOURNEY TO END OF RAINBOW 
PAYING DIVIDENDS FOR RAMBLERS

MORE INSIDE
• FOOTBALL: Keldric Stokes’ journey takes him  

from  UW-Stout quarterback to Thorp varsity coach

• GIRLS HOCKEY: Sophomore Sidney Polzin emerges  

as Chippewa Falls/Menomonie’s top goal scorer

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — 
Former Chippewa County 
Board chairman Larry Will-
kom has died, 
just weeks af-
ter he resigned 
from the board 
after 36 years 
of service.

Willkom, 77, 
of the town of 
Howard served 
as county 
board chairman from 2010 
to 2012. He died Feb. 20. 
Visitation will be 4 to 7 p.m. 
March 7 at Pederson-Volker 
Funeral Chapel, with funeral 
services at 11 a.m. March 8 at 
Holy Ghost Catholic Church 
in Chippewa Falls.

Evelyn Maloney of Chip-
pewa Falls served alongside 
Willkom on the board for sev-
eral years, and she remem-
bers Willkom as someone 
who was devoted to his work.
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Hydro Dam lighting

Willkom
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HIPPEWA FALLS — 
A new, permanent 
light display on the 

Chippewa Falls Hydro Dam 
will be turned on tonight, 
lighting the 
building’s 
north side 
every evening 
with a variety 
of colors.

Bob Schultz, 
Xcel Energy 
community 
service man-
ager, said the 
utility is excit-
ed about the 
new LED light 
display, which 
will face the 
new Chippe-
wa Riverfront 
park.

“This will 
be a legacy 
for a long 
time,” Schultz 
said. “Every 
time you 
go through 
downtown, 
you’ll see 
these beauti-
ful lights. It’s our way of par-
ticipating in the downtown 
Chippewa Falls redevelop-
ment.”

There are 12 newly 
mounted lights on the 
roof of the building, each 

capable of providing mul-
tiple-color displays. The 
colors will change through-
out the year to match the 
season, or to highlight 
events in the city.

Jackie Boos, tourism 
director with the Chippewa 
Falls Area Chamber of Com-
merce, said she got to see a 
sneak peek of the lights and 
she was impressed.

“It’s vibrant. It’s really go-
ing to stand out,” Boos said. 
“It’s such a large beautiful 
space (in the park), and it’s 
just going to add to that 

ambiance. We’re super-ex-
cited.”

Chippewa Falls may-
or Greg Hoffman will be 
among the speakers at the 
ceremony tonight, and he’s 
eager for the public to see 
the lights.

“I’m very appreciative of 
everything they’ve done,” 
Hoffman said. “It adds an-
other dimension to River-
front Park. I like colors like 
that; this will add to the fun 
of the park.”

Schultz wouldn’t divulge 
the cost of the lights, but 

said the project came in less 
than they had anticipated. 
Xcel also needed permission 
to make the alterations.

“This is an historic build-
ing. Anything we do to that 
building, we have to get per-
mission for it,” he explained.

A letter from the Chamber 
of Commerce helped get the 
approval for the alterations, 
he added.

Gopher State Lighting 
from the Twin Cities was 
hired as a lighting design 
consultant to create the 
display, he said.

The lights have been 
ready to go, but Schultz said 
they wanted to wait for a 
special event to turn them 
on. Today is the downtown’s 
“Paint the Town Red” event, 
and the lights will go on to 
conclude the day.

“You’ll see this building 
lit up every night,” Schultz 
said. “They’ll come on at 
sundown, and they’ll go off 
at midnight.”

New LED display in Chippewa Falls begins tonight

Contributed photo

Above: These are some of the new light fixtures installed on 
the Chippewa Falls Hydro Dam. Top: A new LED light fixture 
will be turned on today on the Hydro Dam in Chippewa Falls. 
The lights will be on from sunset until midnight daily. The 
lights, affixed to the roof of the building, are on the north side 
of the dam, facing the new Chippewa Riverfront park.

Lighting 
festivities
• Live music will begin 

at 6 p.m. tonight in the 

Chippewa Riverfront 

park, and hot chocolate 

will be available. A short 

ceremony, followed by 

turning on the lights, will 

begin at 6:30 p.m.

Boos

Hoffman

Schultz

See DAM  Page 2A

WASHINGTON (AP) — In a 
damning depiction of Donald 
Trump, the president’s former 
lawyer on Wednesday cast him 
as a racist and a con man who 
used his inner circle to cover 
up politically damaging allega-
tions about sex, and who lied 
throughout the 2016 election 
campaign about his business 
interests in Russia.

Michael Cohen, who previ-
ously pleaded guilty to lying to 
Congress, told lawmakers that 
Trump had advance knowledge 
and embraced the news that 
emails damaging to Hillary 
Clinton would be released 
during the campaign. But he 
also said he had no “direct evi-
dence” that Trump or his aides 
colluded with Russia to get him 
elected, the primary question of 
special counsel Robert Muel-

ler’s investigation.
Cohen, shaking off incessant 

criticism from Republicans 
anxious to paint him as a felon 
and liar, became the first Trump 
insider to pull back the curtain 
on a version of the inner work-
ings of Trump’s political and 
business operations. He likened 
the president to a “mobster” 
who demanded blind loyalty 
from underlings and expect-
ed them to lie on his behalf to 
conceal information and protect 
him — even if it meant breaking 
the law.

“I am not protecting Mr. 

Trump anymore,” Cohen de-
clared.

“My loyalty to Mr. Trump has 
cost me everything: my fami-
ly’s happiness, friendships, my 
law license, my company, my 
livelihood, my honor, my repu-
tation, and soon my freedom,” 
Cohen said. “I will not sit back 
say nothing and allow him to 
do the same to the country.”

Cohen’s matter-of-fact testi-
mony about secret payments and 
lies unfolded as Trump met with 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. 

‘racist,’ ‘con man’: Cohen assails Trump before Congress

AP

Michael Cohen, President Don-
ald Trump’s former personal law-
yer, is sworn in to testify before 
the House Oversight and Reform 
Committee on Capitol Hill in 
Washington on Wednesday.

“My loyalty to Mr. Trump has cost me everything: my 
family’s happiness, friendships, my law license, my 

company, my livelihood, my honor, my reputation, and 
soon my freedom. I will not sit back say nothing and 

allow him to do the same to the country.”— Michael Cohen

See COHEN Page 2A
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