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JUST RIDICULOUS
VALLEY ARTS • British farce designed
for those who love to laugh/1F

Volume 48 • Number 265 • 6 sections • 44 pages

ON CAMPUS:
calif. program inspires
UW-Ec’s Blugolds to
appreciate hmong
culture/6F

rain

‘DARK STORES’

Tax fight
heads to
Capitol
By BEN BROMLEY

Staff photo by Steve Kinderman

WiscNews

» Construction activity

remains high in EC
After huge 2017, city still sees a
lot of building Page 1C

» Enough already
with the snow
That said, there are some far
worse off than us Page 3F
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TOMORROW
Ex-county employees have
repaid some of stolen funds
» To get the newspaper and eEdition:
LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe
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POT OF

GOLD
KARLSTAD’S JOURNEY TO END OF RAINBOW
PAYING DIVIDENDS FOR RAMBLERS
MORE INSIDE
• FOOTBALL: Keldric Stokes’ journey takes him
from UW-Stout quarterback to Thorp varsity coach
• GIRLS HOCKEY: Sophomore Sidney Polzin emerges
as Chippewa Falls/Menomonie’s top goal scorer

» Buckshot February issue

February brings record snow, crashes, life-threatening situations
Weather Service office in Chanhassen,
Minn. “That’s more than a whole winMonthly totals in 2018-19
ter’s worth in one month.”
53.7
He was not exaggerating, as 46.8
father and son feared for their
50
inches is the average snowfall for an
lives when they got stranded
40
entire winter in Eau Claire. The normal
in the middle of a drifted-over
amount through the end of February is
Dunn County road.
30
36.3 inches, or more than 17 inches less
An Eau Claire County snowplow
20
than the city got this February alone.
driver slept at the courthouse when he
10.5
And if it seemed like it snowed almost
couldn’t make it home for the night.
8.8
10
every day in February, that’s because it
Dozens of barn roofs collapsed from
3.4
0.8
0
almost did. It snowed at least a trace on
the weight of accumulated snow.
21 of the month’s 28 days, Borghoff said.
The Dunn County sheriff’s office reFor the entire 2018-19 winter through
2018-19 winter total (through Feb. 28): 77.2”
sorted to rescuing two stranded motorFebruary, snowfall in Eau Claire totaled
ists with snowmobiles.
All-time record (1996-97): 89.3”
Source: National Weather Service
Staff graphic
77.2 inches — that’s 6 feet, 5 inches,
The Eau Claire County highway comor nearly the height of the average
missioner authorized plow drivers to
NBA player. That makes it already the
drive the vehicles home at night because ing backs of residents fed up with shovfifth-snowiest winter since record-keepit was the only way they could get home eling and snow blowing, good riddance
to Eau Claire’s snowiest month in the 126 ing began in 1893 and just a foot behind
— and back to work the next day.
the all-time record of 89.3 inches set in
Despite all of the efforts to remove snow years of recorded weather history.
Eau Claire received 53.7 inches of
1996-97, Weather Service records show.
from roads, area law enforcement agencies
“I don’t think you’re going to have
responded to hundreds of crashes and like- snow in February, shattering the previly thousands of slide-ins in which vehicles ous monthly snowfall record of 35.3 inch- much trouble getting that record,”
es that was set in January 1929, according Borghoff said, noting that average snowgot stuck in snow banks or drifts.
to the National Weather Service.
fall in Eau Claire totals about a foot in
Welcome to the record-smashing
“It’s pretty remarkable that you had
March and April.
Snowmageddon that was February in the
53.7 inches for the month,” said meteChippewa Valley.
See SNOW Page 2A
More appropriately, based on the ach- orologist Bill Borghoff of the National

By Eric Lindquist

Eau Claire snowfall
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So much snow blows
But as hardy Wisconsinsites, we continue to
dig ourselves and others out, hope for spring
As I gazed at the world of
white piled high everywhere
around me, I felt momentarily overwhelmed, as if I didn’t
know where to begin.
Then the
all-too-obvious
answer
slapped me
in the form
of a swirling, surly
wind gust
flinging
snow in my JULIAN EMERSON
face.
julian.emerson@ecpc.com
Start at
the back
porch, of course, right where I
was standing, right where a moment before I had struggled to
force open the door because of
a thick snowdrift piled against
it.
Clearing that space, I’d then

OFF BEAT

have to uncover the porch steps
hidden somewhere under the
foot of snow Eau Claire had received overnight that had drifted even higher, then proceed to
the patio, which was necessary
to get to the garage, where my
salvation waited in the form of
a snowblower.
Still standing on my porch, I
tried to muster the willpower
to begin what would become
a nearly three-hour endeavor
to clear the deep snow from
my corner lot and a couple of
neighbors’ properties.
Another blustery breeze to
the face, left a dusting of white
across my cheeks. I pondered
heading back inside, back to an
alluring hot cup of coffee and
bacon and eggs and a comfy
spot on the couch. I could come
back out later to complete the
arduous task ahead. The snow
could wait.

WY 10
& -94

Nels
Gunderson
OWNER

Nov.

Oct.

See TAX FIGHT Page 8A

PILING ON
Inches

With national retailers
and municipalities at odds
over tax bills, legislators are
working to clarify the rules
for assessing big-box stores’
value.
Chains such as Walmart,
Walgreens and Menards have
sued municipalities across
Wisconsin, including Eau
Claire — and in other states
— over their property tax
assessments. They claim their
stores are built to suit only the
original tenant and, because
they’re obsolete the moment
they open, should be valued
as if they were empty buildings, not active businesses.
Municipalities bemoan
the so-called “dark stores”
approach as a tax loophole
retailers exploit at other
taxpayers’ expense. When
retailers get their property
tax assessments reduced, it
creates budget gaps that force
municipalities to compensate.

An Eau Claire County Highway Department end-loader works
Monday at breaking through snow drifts that closedHighway
AF near Augusta following last weekend’s winter storm.
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Staff photo by Julian Emerson

Snow buried a car in Eau Claire during one of the many snowfalls in
February.
But it couldn’t. I turned
dutifully, grabbed the snow
shovel I had propped against
a porch wall, a shovel covered
with icy remnants of too many
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recent work sessions and began
digging out.
See SNOW Page 10A
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