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TODAY

For Chris Wood, a trip a 
few years ago to Madison 
began as an intimidating 
journey but ended with 
a newfound sense of 
enlightenment.

Wood is on 
the board of 
directors for 
the Center for 
Independent 
Living of West-
ern Wisconsin. 
The organiza-
tion’s goal, he 
said, is to help 
people with 
disabilities 
live in their 
homes as inde-
pendently as possible.

CILLWW routinely 
sends one or more people 
to the annual Disability 
Advocacy Day, which 
includes meetings with 
state legislators and their 
staffs to discuss disability 
issues. Wood went alone 

his first time and with a 
Center for Independent 
Living group last year.

“(The intimidation) all 
changed when I went to 
the Capitol for the first 

time,” said 
Wood in regard 
to his initial 
participation 
in the event. 
“I met up with 
some wonder-
ful disability 
advocates down 
there, many of 
whom had built 
personal rela-
tionships with 
their legislators.

“After the first con-
versation with an aide, 
I realized that it would 
be fairly easy to commu-
nicate with legislators. 
... After those couple 
of days, I realized that 
there was nothing more 
empowering than sitting 

one-one-one with your 
legislators or their staff 
and getting to directly tell 
them the policies you’d 
like to see implemented.”

• • •
The Survival Coali-

tion of Wisconsin Dis-
ability Organizations, 
which is comprised of 
roughly 40 local and 
state organizations, 
coordinates the event. 
This year’s is scheduled 
for March 20, and reg-
istration just recently 
opened.

An issue paper is pro-
duced before the day 
to highlight key areas 
of concern. Last year’s 
handout included some 
startling statistics:

• Forty-nine of Wis-
consin’s 72 counties 
were designated as 
“mental health profes-
sional shortage areas.” 
According to the Kaiser 
Family Foundation, us-
ing 2017 data, the state 

had 136 such designations 
with a combined popula-
tion of nearly 2.3 million 
and would need 247 

practitioners to remove 
that label.

Independent voices
Locals rally at Disability Advocacy Day
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By Will Weissert

Associated Press

FORT HANCOCK, 
Texas — Donald Trump 
didn’t carry many parts of 
Texas’ heavily Democratic 
areas along the border with 
Mexico, but he won remote 
Hudspeth County thanks to 
people like Terry Rose. And 
the 71-year-old mechanic 
saw the longest shutdown in 
U.S. history as a campaign 
promise kept.

“I want less government. 
That’s what we’re getting,” 
said Rose, who was hav-
ing lunch with a group of 
friends in Fort Hancock, an 
enclave with fields of cotton, 
alfalfa and chili peppers 
just across the border from 
El Porvenir, Mexico. “I’m 
understanding about federal 
employees, but if you’re 
‘non-essential’ it’s hard to 
feel too badly for you.”

Some  
Trump  
backers 
cheered 
impasse
Some believe it 

was a promise 

kept by president

See OFF BEAT  Page 2A

SHUTDOWN  

AFTERMATH
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By Samantha West

Leader-Telegram staff

Each and every week, the day 

89-year-old Rose Bertram most 

looks forward to is Thursday.

On those mornings, she makes her way from 
her apartment on the second floor of St. Francis 
Apartments, an independent senior living facility 
in Eau Claire, to a gathering room in the base-
ment. Every Thursday, 10:30 a.m. sharp.

Bertram parks her walker in line with five or 
six others and joins the group of eight or nine 
residents — on good weeks, 10 or 11 — already 
sitting in a U-shaped arc, with 90-year-old Mar-
vin Kauffman at the helm.

WELL-READ
90-year-old St. Francis resident launches book club that allows  

fellow residents to relive days and experiences of their youth

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Marvin Kauffman, a 90-year-old resident at St. Francis Apartments in Eau Claire photographed on Thursday, started a book club for 
fellow residents in the fall. The weekly meetings have turned into several residents’ favorite part of the week. View more photos at 
LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Marvin Kauffman, reads to a group of 10 St. Francis residents on Thursday 
in Eau Claire. Kauffman said he started the club as a way to offer service and 
support to fellow residents.
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