
By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — 
School districts in the 
Chippewa Valley are 
beginning to release their 
back-to-school plans for 
the fall.

Though some districts 
say they’re debuting their 
reopening plans later 
in the summer, the Eau 
Claire and Altoona school 
districts say they’re plan-
ning to return to face-to-
face classes, five days per 
week in September.

In all four large Chip-
pewa Valley districts 
— Eau Claire, Altoona, 
Menomonie and Chippe-
wa Falls — masks will be 
optional for students and 
teachers.

Though the districts 
are encouraging parents 
to vaccinate their chil-
dren 12 and older against 
COVID-19, none of the 
four school districts will 
require vaccinations.

The districts’ reopen-
ing plans somewhat line 
up with recommenda-
tions from the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention. The CDC 
said this month that 
vaccinated students and 
teachers don’t have to 
wear masks indoors, 
though it said unvacci-
nated people older than 
two should still wear 
masks.

Altoona
In September, the 

Altoona school district 
plans to hold in-person 
classes five days per 
week, according to the 
district’s reopening plan.

Masks will be optional 
in most settings, un-
less local health orders 
require them — though 

the district says it might 
require students and staff 
to wear masks in some 
environments, like in 
vocal music classes.

The district isn’t 
requiring vaccinations 
for students or staff, said 
Altoona schools Superin-

tendent Heidi Eliopoulos.
Though schools will 

use as much distance as 
they can, “because of our 
classroom and class siz-
es, we know we will not 
be able to maintain 6 feet 
of distance” between stu-
dents in school buildings, 

Eliopoulos said Tuesday.
Because the district 

can’t guarantee 6 feet of 
distance, unvaccinated 
close contacts of people 
who test positive for 
COVID-19 will have to 
be excluded from school 
buildings for a full 14 
days, according to the 
district.

In the fall, the district 
will offer a 100% virtual 
option to students in 
sixth through 12th grades.

The deadline to enroll 
is Aug. 10. Families who 
would prefer the all-virtu-
al option should contact 
Terri Hanson at than-
son@altoona.k12.wi.us as 
soon as possible, accord-
ing to the district’s plan.

Students who start the 
school year in the all-vir-
tual program will be able 
to move to face-to-face 
classes at the semester 
point (sixth to eighth 
grade) or the trimester 
point (ninth through 12th 
grade). 
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By Scott Bauer 
Associated Press

MADISON — A Wis-
consin man who cast two 
absentee ballots in the 2020 
presidential election has 
been charged with four felo-
nies, making him the second 
person in the battleground 
state to face charges stem-
ming from the election.

Former President Donald 
Trump has claimed there 
was widespread fraud in 
Wisconsin, a state that Pres-
ident Joe Biden won by just 
under 21,000 votes.

Charges of election fraud 
are exceedingly rare in Wis-
consin, but there typically 
are a handful after every 
major election. The crime of 
election fraud is a felony.

The latest charges, filed 
in June, come in one of 27 
cases referred by Wisconsin 
election officials to prosecu-
tors out of more than 3 mil-
lion ballots cast. No other 
charges have been brought 
from that group, and district 
attorneys have said they are 
not pursuing charges in 18 of 
those cases. The other eight 
are either still under review, 
or the district attorney 
did not provide an update 
Monday.

In Wisconsin, Republicans 
have ordered a review by 
the nonpartisan Legislative 
Audit Bureau and Assembly 
Speaker Robin Vos hired 
three retired police investi-
gators to look into claims of 
“irregularities.”

Fraud 
charges filed 

in state’s 
2nd 2020 
election 

case
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By Courteney Jacob
The Country Today

EAU CLAIRE — It 
didn’t take long for 
dirt roads in a field 

south of Eau Claire to 
become bustling avenues 
as visitors, exhibitors and 
volunteers arrived at the 
state’s largest agricultural 
show.

The start of Farm Technol-
ogy Days 2021 became official 
with opening ceremonies on 
Tuesday morning. Even before 
the official welcome attendees 
were already eager to start tak-
ing in everything Farm Tech-
nology Days has to offer.

Gov. Tony Evers, Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protec-
tion Secretary-designee Randy 
Romanski, and Farm Tech-
nology Days representatives 
welcomed visitors. The host 
family of Huntsinger Farms, 

owned by Nancy Bartusch and 
her sons Eric and Ryan Rygg, 
was also recognized.

Farm Technology Days cov-
ers a remarkable range, both 
in terms of subjects and scale. 
Animal exhibits and shows, a 
ride-and-drive area, food tents, 
a youth and career discovery 
zone, stage shows and more 
can all be found spread across 
the massive grounds.

Tent City at the heart of the 
exhibition covers 80 acres. The 
full site spans 270 acres.

In Innovation Square, 
which features diverse agri-
cultural businesses, Charles 
Wachsmuth welcomed people 
to stop by for a chat about 
Chippewa Valley Bean, the 
world’s largest grower and pro-
cessor of red kidney beans.

“We’re preaching the gospel 
of kidney beans today,” said 
Wachsmuth, who is responsi-
ble for sales and marketing for 
the family-owned business.

Wachsmuth said Farm 
Technology Days is a great 
opportunity for the company 
to “say we’re here.” Despite the 

company’s global status, many 
in the region don’t know of the 
company’s presence or what 
they do.

Though it was still early in 
the show, Wachsmuth said he 
already had conversations with 
people interested in growing 
for the company as well as 
with other attendees interest-
ed in learning more about the 
company or topics like soil 
health.

Chippewa Valley Bean, Hun-
tsinger Farms (horseradish), 
and Superior Fresh (aquapon-
ics with salmon and greens) 
are all world leaders in their 
respective industries. Fergu-
son’s is one of the Midwest’s 
largest apple growers, and 
Marieke Gouda has earned 
numerous awards, including 
internationally, for its cheese.

While Innovation Square 
exhibitors were selected to 
highlight the regional agricul-
tural diversity near Eau Claire, 
hundreds of other exhibitors 
were also on hand to put on 
a spotlight on agricultural 
innovation. While many at the 

event are known names in ag-
riculture, others hoped to build 
their brands.

If it weren’t for the one-year 
pandemic postponement that 
pushed the show from 2020 to 
2021, Melanie Mader wouldn’t 
have been standing in an ex-
hibitor booth inside of the Ru-
ral Event Center. Mader’s Farm 
only began selling goat milk 
products last October, making 
a delayed Farm Technology 
Days an ideal opportunity for 
the new business.

The family has had goats, 
originally for 4-H and FFA 
projects, for five years, Mader 
said. But shortly before the 
pandemic hit last year, the 
family decided to start milking 
the goats.

Mader was excited to be at 
Farm Technology Days for the 
first time since high school. 
She was also keeping her fin-
gers crossed about the supplies 
she brought.

“I’m hoping we have 
enough,” Mader said.

Enthusiasm high as Farm 
Technology Days kicks off

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

From left, Lane Olson, 7, Kyan Olson, 2, and Jaci Olson, 9, all of Greenwood, play with trucks in a pool of kidney beans at the Chippewa 
Valley Bean exhibit at Farm Technology Days Tuesday on Huntsinger Farms in Eau Claire.
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Vaccination 
Rates in 
Children

In the Eau Claire, 
Altoona, Chippewa 
Falls and Menom-
onie school districts, 
vaccination against 
COVID-19 won’t be 
required for students 
or staff.

In the U.S., the two-
dose Pfizer vaccine is 
approved for children 
12 and older.

Here are the per-
centages of children 
in the Chippewa 
Valley who are fully 
vaccinated:

Eau Claire County

• 34% of 12- to 15-year-
olds

• 44% of 16- and 17-year-
olds
Chippewa County

• 18% of 12- to 15-year-
olds

• 24% of 16- and 17-year-
olds
Dunn County

• 22% of 12- to 15-year-
olds

• 33% of of 16- and 
17-year-olds
Statewide

• 27% of 12- to 15-year-
olds

• 38% of 16- and 17-year-
olds
Source: Wisconsin 

Department of Health 
Services
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