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» More GOP  
poll workers
Party’s list of people to help 
run Chippewa Falls elections 
grows. Page 3A
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a new year
Success with resolutions relies 
on solid plan, small goals. 
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By Leader-Telegram staff

Editor’s note: The following is the 
third story in a local year-in-review 
series.

EAU CLAIRE — The third 
quarter of 2021 was a 
busy one locally.

Summer brought warm weath-
er and some welcome results 
from the pandemic-delayed 
Olympics. Rice Lake’s Kenny 
Bednarek brought home a silver 
medal, and Suni Lee became the 
first Hmong to take gold in the 
gymnastics all-around.

Two area Catholic schools 
bucked national enrollment 
trends, while the food-co-ops 
in Eau Claire and Menomonie 
considered a merger. But rising 
COVID rates as fall approached 
were a cloud on the horizon.

July
Construction on Eau Claire’s new 

downtown bus terminal began. While 
the final result is highly anticipated, the 
work meant occasional traffic changes 
in the area.

Improving numbers and relaxing 
restrictions were the hallmark of the 
continuing decline in COVID cases. Ear-
ly summer proved to be the pandemic’s 
lowest time for new cases.

A former Lake Hallie hotel was trans-
formed into The Hub, a site designed as 
transitional housing for those trying to 
leave homelessness behind.

A new COVID variant, named delta, 
raised concerns but was rare in Wiscon-
sin.

Dr. Sunem Beaton-Garcia took office 
as the new president at CVTC.

Fourth of July celebrations, which had 
largely been muted in 2020 amid restric-
tions on public gatherings, once again 
drew crowds eager to celebrate. Close 
on the holiday’s heels was the Northern 
Wisconsin State Fair.

Minnesota deputies mourned the 
death of a colleague who died at Coun-
try Fest.

Kubb, a game which has found a sur-
prising home in Eau Claire, was back on 
the schedule as the U.S. National Kubb 
Championship returned after a year off.

Associated Press

Kenny Bednarek, a Rice Lake graduate, poses with his silver medal during the cere-
mony for the men’s 200-meter at the 2020 Summer Olympics in Tokyo. 

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Workers and a crane with Industrial Construction Specialists in Eau Claire place iron 
trusses for the new third floor of the L.E. Phillips Public Library in Eau Claire.

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Joe Biden signed the 
National Defense Authorization 
Act into law, authorizing $768.2 
billion in military spending, 
including a 2.7% pay raise for 
service members, for 2022.

The NDAA authorizes a 5% in-
crease in military spending, and 
is the product of intense negoti-
ations between Democrats and 
Republicans over issues ranging 
from reforms of the military jus-
tice system to COVID-19 vaccine 
requirements for soldiers.

“The Act provides vital 
benefits and enhances access to 
justice for military personnel 
and their families, and includes 
critical authorities to support 
our country’s national defense,” 
Biden said Monday in a state-

ment.
The $768.2 billion price tag 

marks $25 billion more than 
Biden initially requested from 
Congress, a prior proposal that 
was rejected by members of both 
parties out of concerns it would 
undermine U.S. efforts to keep 
pace militarily with China and 
Russia.

The new bill passed earlier this 
month with bipartisan support, 
with Democrats and Republicans 
touting wins in the final package.

Democrats applauded pro-
visions in the bill overhauling 
how the military justice system 
handles sexual assault and other 
related crimes, effectively taking 
prosecutorial jurisdiction over 
such crimes out of the hands of 
military commanders.

Republicans, meanwhile, 
touted success in blocking an 
effort to add women to the draft, 
as well as the inclusion of a 
provision that bars dishonorable 
discharges for service mem-
bers who refuse the COVID-19 
vaccine.

The bill includes $7.1 billion for 
the Pacific Deterrence Initiative 
and a statement of congressio-
nal support for the defense of 
Taiwan, measures intended to 
counteract China’s influence in 
the region.

It also includes $300 million 
for the Ukraine Security As-
sistance Initiative, a show of 
support in the face of Russian ag-
gression, as well as $4 billion for 
the European Defense Initiative.

In his statement, the president 

also outlined a number of provi-
sions his administration opposes 
over what he characterized as 
“constitutional concerns or ques-
tions of construction.”

Those planks include pro-
visions that restrict the use 
of funds to transfer or release 
individuals detained at the Guan-
tanamo Bay detention center, 
which the Biden administration 
is moving to close. Biden’s state-
ment said the provisions “unduly 
impair” the executive branch’s 
ability to decide when and where 
to prosecute detainees and 
where to send them when they’re 
released, and could constrain 
U.S. negotiations with foreign 
countries over the transfer of 
detainees in a way that could 
undermine national security.

biden OKs $768.2b in defense spending

YEAR IN REVIEW
PART 3

See REVIEW  Page 2A

By Dan Holtz
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — An Eau 
Claire police officer was 
justified in using deadly 
force for fatally shooting a 
30-year-old man Nov. 3 at a 
residence in the 400 block 
of Selma Street, Eau Claire 
County District Attorney 
Peter Rindal said Tuesday.

“Kristopher O’Neill’s use 
of deadly force was justi-
fied as a reasonable act of 
self-defense and defense of 
others,” Rindal said.

According to police reports 
of the incident, officers re-
sponded to a 911 call at about 
2:41 p.m. on Nov. 3 about a 
man breaking into a home on 
the 400 block of Selma Street.

LeKenneth Q. Miller had 
already stabbed a woman 
multiple times inside the 
home and a second woman 
fled before police arrived.

O’Neill and fellow officer 
Jason Kaveney went into the 
residence and encountered 
Miller, who was still armed 
with a knife. O’Neill fired his 
gun, striking Miller.

da won’t 
charge 
officer
Stabbing 

suspect shot six 
times on Nov. 3

See SHOOTING  Page 2A

EARN OFFDEC. 29
DEC. 30 EARN         OFF PER GALLON

WITH EACH
$60 PURCHASE

Minimum $60.00 purchase required. Some exclusions apply.
See store for details.

The more you purchase, the more cents off per gallon you earn
on your Hy-Vee Fuel Saver + Perks card.

SEE BACK PAGE FOR MORE FUEL SAVINGS!


