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The Rev. Kurt Jacobson, the former longtime lead pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church, gives a wafer to a parishioner during Commu-
nion on March 28, 2013.
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BACK IN 
BLOOM

BLOOMER’S ISABELLA JENNEMAN 
READY TO SLUG AGAIN AFTER  

BEATING ODDS IN ACL RETURN

- Fall Creek’s Cline showing exactly why he’s Division I bound

- Five questions with new Eau Claire Memorial girls soccer coach Olivia Hanson

- Former Menomonie Mustang Davidson returned to Chippewa Valley with Steel

MORE INSIDE

By Nickolas Butler

Special to the Leader-Telegram

Editor’s note: “Sawdust Sto-
ries” is a weekly column by local 
authors, who share their tales 
about people and places they love 
in the Chippewa Valley.

I didn’t grow up going to the Y. 
This may trace back to the fact 
that my Dad never exercised, 
unless it was driving to the gas 
station to buy a couple packs of 
Old Golds. I can remember him 
throwing me batting practice on 
one occasion, at the old Manz 
Elementary school baseball 
diamond, a cigarette clenched be-
tween his lips. When I redirected 
one of his pitches back at his face 
with a screaming line drive and 

he dropped to the ground, ciga-
rette still smoldering — that was 
the end of us exercising together.

My mom was always busy shut-
tling me and my brother around 
to Little League, Boy Scouts, 
and church, and somehow, the Y 
wasn’t on our list of athletic des-
tinations. But when my wife and 
I moved back to Eau Claire about 
five years ago, the Y became a 
godsend for us. The child care 
was fantastic, and both of our 
kids loved the swimming lessons. 
During the school year, I’m at the 
Y two to four nights a week. You 
would think all this time at the 
Y might translate to a shredded 
body rippling with muscles, but 
I suppose I spend most of my 
time shooting free throws while I 

listen to podcasts.
By any measure, the YMCA is 

an odd building. Two of the pri-
mary entrances off Graham 
Avenue are not quite ver-
tical ascents, but there’s 
the feeling of storming 
a castle’s keep in an 
uphill fashion. Two 
flights of stairs just 
to find the lobby 
where one discov-
ers, there is really 
no sense that the 
building is nestled 
against the Chip-
pewa River — you 
can’t see the river at 
all from the lobby. 

By NANCY BENAC, CHAD 
DAY, ERIC TUCKER and 

MICHAEL BALSAMO

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A day 
after celebrating the release 
of the Mueller report as “a 
good day,” President Donald 
Trump struck a defiant tone 
Friday, unleashing tweets 
saying claims in the report by 
former administration offi-
cials that he tried numerous 
times to stop or influence the 
probe were “total bull----.”

According to the 448-page 
report released Thursday, 
Trump discouraged witness-
es from cooperating with 
prosecutors and prodded 
aides to mislead the public 
on his behalf to hamper 
the Russia probe he feared 
would cripple his adminis-
tration.

The report’s bottom line 
largely tracked the findings 
revealed in Attorney Gener-
al William Barr’s four-page 
memo a month ago — no 
Trump campaign collusion 
with Russia around the 2016 
election, but no clear verdict 
on obstruction. 

Trump  
blasts  
former  

advisers

See TRUMP  Page 2A

SaWduSt StOriES

NICKOLAS 

BUTLER

In praise of the ‘Y’
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By Christena T. O’Brien

Leader-Telegram staff

D
iagnosed with lung 
cancer just over a 
year ago, the Rev. Kurt 

Jacobson is hoping to help 
others by sharing his journey 
in a new book.

Jacobson, the former 
longtime pastor at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, published 
his second book “Living Hope: 
Powerful Messages of Faith,” 
earlier this year.

The 260-page book, avail-
able on amazon.com, in-
cludes a selection of sermons 
Jacobson crafted over three 
decades, including “Danger-
ous Memories,” “God’s House 
Rules” and “Waiting on God,” 

along with the entries from 
the CaringBridge site he has 
used for more than a year to 
manage communication after 
his cancer diagnosis.

“If I can help someone else 
through this book, it’s all been 
worth it,” said the 60-year-old 
Jacobson who now lives in 
the Barron County town of 
Lakeland.

Unexpected diagnosis
Jacobson, a non-smoker, has 

lived a healthy life. Each year, 
his primary care physician 
“would smile at the conclu-
sion of my annual physical and 
proclaim me very healthy,” he 
wrote in a speech he gave last 
fall. “I could expect to live a 

very long life, he would add.”
That is no longer the case. 

In late 2017, Jacobson de-
veloped a cough. When he 
couldn’t shake it, he got it 
checked and was diagnosed 
with sinusitis. He was pre-
scribed an antibiotic, which 
had no impact.

Jacobson had a chest X-ray 
on Feb. 22, 2018, which sug-
gested pneumonia. Another 
round of antibiotics followed. 
Showing no improvement, he 
had a second X-ray on March 
7, 2018, which showed no 
improvements. His cough also 
hadn’t changed.

More testing followed, 
and Jacobson learned multi-
ple masses in his right lung 
were non-small cell cancer. 

Additional tests revealed the 
cancer had spread to his brain, 
bones in his hips and every-
where in between.

Jacobson shared the news 
on CaringBridge, a website 
for patients and their families 
to document personal health 
journeys. He mixed biblical 
messages of hope, comfort and 
encouragement with regular 
updates, information on treat-
ment and requests for prayers.

“On (a) March day, I was 
diagnosed with this lung 
cancer,” he wrote in an entry. 
“I wasn’t given a choice. But it 
was a day God had given me 
– and one in which there was 
reason to rejoice.”

MESSaGES OF FaitH
Pastor publishes book of sermons, entries on cancer journey
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NorthwestWisconsin’s
Largest RV Dealer

MANUFACTURER REPS ON HAND

SEE OUR COMPLETE

INVENTORY AT

WWW.NORTHPOINTRV.COM

OR

CALL 1-800-962-4495

11720 22nd Ave.
Chippewa Falls,WI 54729

INTEREST RATES AS
LOW AS 5.99%

HOURS: Thurs. & Fri. 9-7 | Sat. 9-5 | Sun. 11-4
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