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Start of 2022 was very cold, not 
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» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

MADISON (AP) — The 
former state Supreme Court 
justice whom Republicans 
hired to investigate the 
2020 presidential election 
wants a pair of Madison 
city officials to turn over 
documents and submit to 
questioning.

Madison Mayor Satya 
Rhodes-Conway on Monday 
released subpoenas that Mi-
chael Gableman issued Dec. 
28 to the city’s information 
officer, Sarah Edgerton, 
and finance director, Dan 
Schmiedicke.

The subpoenas demand 
that Edgerton turn over city 
election communications 
and records at Gableman’s 
Brookfield office on Jan. 13 
and Jan. 19. She also must 
submit to questioning at the 
office on Feb. 14.

The subpoenas also 
demand that Schmiedicke 
turn over election records 
detailing private grants the 
city used to help run the 
election on Jan. 19 at the 
Brookfield office.

Rhodes-Conway issued a 
statement Monday calling 
Gableman’s investigation a 
waste of time and taxpayer 
dollars. 

Gableman 
subpoenas 
Madison 
officials

See ELECTION  Page 2A

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — The Eau 
Claire school board faces 
several decisions as it begins to 
craft a referendum question that 
voters will likely see on their 
ballot in November.

Those decisions include what 
projects will be included in the 
referendum, and what amount 
of money the district will ask 
taxpayers to approve.

The board must also decide 
on a capital, operational or a 
hybrid referendum. Operation-
al measures fund the district’s 
day-to-day costs and help it 
keep a balanced budget; capital 
referendums focus on big-tick-
et facility improvements that 
school districts can’t typically 
fit into their annual budgets 
without cutting other services, 
said Abby Johnson, executive 
director of business services.

The school district could also 
ask voters multiple referendum 
questions in November, rather 
than just one, Johnson said.

“Our operational costs are 
outpacing the state-imposed 
revenue limit,” Johnson said 

Monday at a school board meet-
ing, speaking about the school 
district’s financial situation. “We 
may need to address deferred 
maintenance and our long-term 
facility needs.”

Almost two-thirds of voters 
said yes to the Eau Claire school 
district’s most recent referen-
dum in 2016, which spans $87.9 
million over 15 years. That 
referendum asked taxpayers for 
funds to pay for school operat-
ing expenses and some building 
upgrades.

Referendums are becoming 
an increasingly common way 
for Wisconsin school districts 
to seek more funding. In April 
2021, 58 out of 421 school dis-
tricts sent referendum ques-
tions to the ballot, and 43 of 
those 58 referendums passed, 
Johnson said.

Surveys on the way
As it did in 2016, the school 

district plans to hire a con-
sulting firm to help it develop 
a survey for the Eau Claire 
community, Johnson said. That 
survey will seek voters’ opin-
ions on potential referendum 
dollar amounts and projects. 

It will likely be sent out to the 
community this spring.

The district also plans to 
administer a smaller survey to 
collect anonymous feedback 
from community members, 
school district staff and families 
about what they think a referen-
dum should fund.

“We’ve been talking a lot 
about buildings and facilities 
… but we haven’t had a lot of 
conversations about operations, 
or maybe there are other things 
we’re missing,” Johnson said.

Upcoming decisions
A key school district commit-

tee has already recommended 
several facility projects it wants 
the school board to consider.

The Demographic Trends and 
Facility Planning Committee is 
recommending, to accommo-
date higher enrollment, adding 
onto Meadowview and Putnam 
Heights elementary schools. 
The project would add 310 seats 
in total and cost an estimated 
$9.3 million.

The committee has also 
recommended the school board 
consider expansions at the high 
school level – specifically, an 

addition to North High School 
that would give the school an 
additional nine classrooms, said 
committee chair Margot Dah-
ling last month.

The referendum is currently 
slated for the fall election, Nov. 
8, 2022.

In other school  
district news:
• The school board met in 
closed session Monday evening 
for about two hours to discuss 
the superintendent’s evaluation. 
Board member Aaron Harder 
was absent Monday.
• The board voted on its sup-
port for several separate resolu-
tions that will be presented at a 
Jan. 19 meeting of the Wisconsin 
Association of School Boards 
delegates. The resolutions in-
volve funding for students with 
disabilities, broadening mental 
health services eligible for reim-
bursement and more.
• No members of the public 
spoke during the public com-
ment portion of the meeting 
Monday.

Contact: 715-833-9206, sarah.
seifert@ecpc.com, @sarahaseif-
ert on Twitter

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — A 
relationship that be-
gan in Eau Claire and 

then extended to Taiwan is 
now heading to Finland.

This unlikely love story involves Eau 
Claire resident Jeff Thompson, who is 
preparing to take the fondness he has 
developed for curling over the past 
two decades to the world stage.

Though Thompson, 56, has never 
been to Taiwan, he recently agreed 
to coach the national men’s curling 
team for Chinese Taipei (the officially 

recognized name for Taiwan in 
international competition) in a 
qualifying tournament for the 
World Men’s Curling Champi-
onship, which will be held in 
April in Las Vegas. The qualifier 
is scheduled to start Jan. 17 in 
Lohja, Finland.

“It’s just really cool,” said 
Thompson, who has been active with 
the Eau Claire Curling Club since first 
setting foot on the ice 19 years ago and 
has a decade of experience coaching 
junior teams. “It’s not something I ever 
would have predicted.”

The connection between Thompson, 
a professional photographer in Eau 
Claire, and the Chinese Taipei team in-
volved a bit of serendipity, he conced-
ed, but that’s fine with him. He’s just 

excited about the opportunity 
and hopeful he can help.

The team, which has one 
member living in Madison and 
another in the Twin Cities, 
first reached out to three-time 
U.S. curling champion Steve 
Brown and former U.S. Olympic 
curlers Mike Peplinski of Eau 

Claire and John Benton of Minnesota 
about the possiblity of coaching. All 
three were unavailable, but Benton 
suggested Thompson because of his 
experience coaching juniors, includ-
ing at national events. Thompson also 
has worked closely with Benton, who 
coached the 2020 U.S. Junior Olympic 
team that included Thompson’s son, 
Charlie, also of Eau Claire.

INTO THE WORLD 
SPOTLIGHT

Eau Claire man coaching Chinese Taipei’s national curling team

Thompson

Board mulls upcoming referendum decisions

Photo by Charlie Thompson

Chinese Taipei national curling team member Luis Yin Liu practices Monday at the Eau Claire Curling Club. The team is 
coached by Jeff Thompson of Eau Claire.
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