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By Patti See

Special to the Leader-Telegram

Often when I come home 
from work my retired hus-
band, Bruce, reports on 
his daily news from Lake 

Hallie. Today he tells 
me about a teen fish-
erman who called out 
to him from a paddle 
boat as Bruce sat in-
side at our kitchen 
counter: “There’s 
a chipmunk 
caught in your 
net.”

Bruce walks 
down to the 
dock and sees 

a chipmunk 
struggling to 

untangle itself from a long-handled 
scoop net we keep for the big fish we 
never catch, more prop than func-
tion. Another chipmunk stands on 
the dock near his trapped pal. This is 
the influence of “Chip an’ Dale.” Can 
any of us look at chipmunks and not 
think of them as naughty cartoons? 
Bruce, king of “dad jokes,” tells the 
fisherman: “I wasn’t even fishing for 
chipmunks.”

Bruce holds out the net, and the 
teen pokes the snarl just enough for 
Chip to hop out and scurry under 
the dock with his buddy.

Animals on Lake Hallie thrill a city 
kid like Bruce. When we first moved 
here nine years ago, he’d email me at 
work, “Otters playing on the lake” or 
“Great blue heron arrived this morn-
ing,” like headlines or invitations 
to come home right now. Each day 

we may watch woodchuck, eagles, 
muskrat and fox. I was once chased 
by a leaping mink and intimidated 
by a teeth-baring fisher, a wea-
sel-like animal that kills porcupine 
by slashing the face. Bruce is jealous 
that I’ve seen two coyote and a lone 
timber wolf. After my second falcon 
sighting, he teased, “Today I saw a 
dinosaur and you didn’t.”

One Saturday last June, just past 
dawn, I open my curtains and notice 
what looks like a large hunk of black 
plastic in my yard. I do a double 
take. The plastic has a long neck. A 
snapping turtle. Her back legs are 
buried in the dirt. I know at once: 
she’s laying eggs. I grab my camera. 
Bruce will want to see this, though 
not enough to wake up at 5:30 a.m.

Patti  

See

SAWDUST STORIES

Why some 
black voters 

in S.C. remain 
loyal to Biden

By Emma Dumain and 

Maayan Schechter

McClatchy D.C. Bureau

COLUMBIA, S.C. — At 
a downtown restaurant — 
amid the noise of silverware 
clinking, servers taking 
orders and diners chatting 
— Denae Pearson stared 
intently at a television 
screen where 
a defining 
moment of 
the first round 
of Democratic 
presiden-
tial primary 
debates was 
unfolding.

U.S. Sen. 
Kamala Harris 
of California was calling out 
former Vice President Joe 
Biden for his opposition to 
integrating Delaware schools 
through the practice of bus-
ing. Biden was a U.S. senator 
from that state at that time, 
the 1970s.

A black woman who 
benefited from busing in 
California as a young girl, 
Harris put Biden on the de-
fensive: “That little girl was 
me,” she said in a line now 
emblazoned on her cam-
paign T-shirts along with 
her childhood photo.

The confrontation was riv-
eting political theater to the 
dozens, including Pearson, 
who had gathered for the 
debate watch party. Among 
political observers, it was 
billed as a breakout moment 
for Harris that helped boost 
her poll numbers nationally 
and in Iowa, whose voters 
will be first to weigh in on 
the Democratic primary, 
in which 24 candidates are 
seeking the nomination.

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

Tom Yetter knows first-hand the 
challenges of serving his country while 
stationed overseas, and he knows how 
difficult it is on the families back home.

“Most of us have been deployed, and 
our families have gone through that,” Yet-
ter said. “It’s much worse for the people 
who are back here.”

Yetter is among a group at VFW Post 
305, 1300 Starr Ave., that are organizing 
a tribute for the troops, honoring the 1st 
Battalion, 128th Infantry regiment of the 
Wisconsin Nation-
al Guard, who will 
leave this month 
for Fort Hood, 
Texas. Later, the 
unit will head to 
Afghanistan. The 
unit is expected to 
be gone for about 
a year.

The event will 
be from 2 to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday at the 
VFW. Beginning 
at 2 p.m. will be 
a showing of the 
film “Dawn of the 
Red Arrow,” which 
traces the history 
of the unit. Yetter 
estimated that between the film and a 
question-and-answer session, that portion 
of the event will last 80 minutes.

The 128th Infantry is based in Eau 
Claire, but it has members ranging from 
Abbotsford to River Falls to Onalaska, 
Yetter said.

The rest of the event includes free 
food and a meet-and-greet time with the 
troops, prior to their leaving. He said it 
is meant as a time to express solidarity 
and gratitude for their sacrifices and time 
away from their families, work and regu-
lar daily lives.

“We want it to be a relaxed atmosphere; 
we want it to be a community event,” he 
said. “It’s a chance to come down and 
meet the soldiers and families, and offer 
them their assistance, if that’s what you 
want to do.”

Yetter said he would love to see people 
offer to do everything from offering to 
pay postage on care packages to offering 
to mow yards or fix cars of the family 
members who are left behind.

“We understand what their families are 
going through,” Yetter said. “And a lot of 
the time, they need someone who under-
stands their fears.”

Yetter served in the U.S. Army, enlisting 
in 1969. He was stationed in Germany. He 

left the military in the mid 1970s, only 
to later join the National Guard, which 
turned into a full time job. He had 37 total 
years in uniform, including two tours of 
Iraq, from 2004-05 and again in 2006-07.

Contact: chris.vetter@ecpc.com

trIButE  
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VFW to host event 
for unit headed to 

Afghanistan

Tom Yetter and his son Ben are shown here at a send-off before they were deployed to 
Iraq in 2004. Yetter has organized a tribute to the troops on Wednesday.

Tom Yetter’s platoon from Eau Claire in Kuwait is shown just before a trip north to Iraq 
in 2006.
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If You Go
What: Tribute 

to the troops 
for 1st Battalion, 
128th Infantry 
regiment of 
the Wisconsin 
National Guard 
headed to Af-
ghanistan

When: 2 p.m. 
Wednesday

Where: VFW 
Post 305, 1300 
Starr Ave.
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