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Gordy’s 
faces  
new  

lawsuit

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — Food dis-
tributor Nash Finch Co. has filed a 
new lawsuit against Gordy’s Market 
Inc., saying the local grocery chain 
hasn’t been repaying a loan and is 
once again on the verge of insolven-
cy.

Nash Finch is seeking $46,238,151, 
according to the lawsuit filed in 
Chippewa County Court.

That sum comes from:
• $43,325,002 in a “rebate-able 

incentive.”
• $1 million in a principal note 

that Nash Finch loaned to GMI in 
November 2017.

• $1,913,149 for accounts receiv-
able.

William Jacobs, Nash Finch vice 
president of treasury and corporate 
development, submitted an affidavit 
along with the lawsuit, writing that 
GMI is in default under the terms 
of the “customer supply agreement” 
from November 2017.

“GMI is unable to pay plaintiff 
timely since late August 2018,” 
Jacobs wrote. “GMI’s delinquent 
balance with plaintiff has grown 
considerably in the last few weeks.”

A review of Gordy’s Market Inc.’s 
finances indicate the company “has 
no excess cash to get caught up on 

» Food distributor 
seeks $46,238,151 

» Chain’s leader 
declines comment

UW-EAU CLAIRE

Building momentum

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

Construction on the new 
$35 million, six-level dorm 
on UW-Eau Claire’s upper 
campus is moving forward on 
schedule and within budget, 
says Quincy Chapman, direc-
tor of housing and residence 
life.

The building features 432 
beds throughout the 108 units, 
he said. The building will 
open Aug. 1, giving the univer-
sity much-needed additional 
housing, he said.

“It was really significant. 
We’ve experienced a four-de-
cade housing shortage,” 
Chapman said. “We’ve been 
in hotels. This helps us get on 
our way, where we don’t think 
we’ll need to use them.”

The new building is slated 
to be filled to capacity when 
it opens, as students have al-
ready signed up to be the first 

residents.
“It became quickly one of 

our popular buildings,” Chap-
man said. “We’re already full 
for next year.”

UW-Eau Claire Chancel-
lor James Schmidt called the 
new housing a “win-win-win” 
because it will benefit the 
students, the university and 
the city by freeing up other 

housing.
“Most people in the com-

munity know we’ve had a 
housing shortage going back 
to the 1970s,” Schmidt said.

Schmidt noted the building 
was approved by the Legisla-
ture in 2013.

“There are no taxpayer 
dollars involved,” Schmidt 
added. “This is entirely paid 
for through student housing 
fees.”

In recent weeks, the entire 
six-floor building’s exterior 

Construction continues on upper 
campus’ new residence hall, with 
move-in day expected on Aug. 1

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Construction continues Thursday on the new residence hall on upper campus at UW-Eau Claire. The building is scheduled to open 
Aug. 1 and will be filled to capacity. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

China’s space  
milestone  
applauded 

By Ken Moritsugu 

Associated Press

BEIJING — China’s 
burgeoning space program 
achieved a lunar milestone 
on Thursday: landing a 
probe on the mysterious 
and misnamed “dark” side 

of the moon.
Exploring the cosmos 

from that far side of the 
moon, which people can’t 
see from Earth, could 
eventually help scientists 
learn more about the early 
days of the solar system 
and maybe even the birth 
of the universe’s first stars.

Three nations — the 
United States, the former 
Soviet Union and more 
recently China — all have 
sent spacecraft to the side 
of the moon that faces 
Earth, but this landing is 

Probe’s landing 
on moon’s 
‘dark’ side 

could yield key  
findings on 

solar system

Associated Press

This photo provided Thursday by China National Space 
Administration via Xinhua News Agency is the first 
image of the moon’s far side taken by China’s Chang’e 4 
probe. The probe made the first-ever landing on the far 
side of the moon, state media said.

THE NEW CONGRESS

Pelosi sees ‘new 
dawn’ in retaking 

speaker’s chair

By Lisa Mascaro

AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Cheering 
Democrats returned Nancy Pelosi to 
the House speaker’s post Thursday 
as the 116th Congress ushered in a 
historically diverse freshman class 
eager to confront President Donald 
Trump in a new era of divided gov-
ernment.

Pelosi, elected speaker 220-192, 
took the gavel saying U.S. voters 
“demanded a new dawn” in the 
November election that swept the 

Democrats to a House majority and 
are looking to “the beauty of our 
Constitution” to provide checks and 
balances on power. She faced 15 dis-
senting votes from fellow Democrats.

She’ll be leading a historically diverse 
freshman House class in 116th Congress

House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi 
of California 
holds the gavel 
after being 
named speaker 
of the House 
on Thursday at 
the Capitol in 
Washington.

Associated Press
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 » House votes on ending shut-

down/2A

 » Kind among Dems voting 

against Pelosi returning to speak-

er’s post/2A
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