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Today is Tuesday, June 30, the 182nd day of 2020. 
There are 184 days left in the year.

Today’s highlight in history
On June 30, 1971, the Supreme Court ruled, 6-3, that 

the government could not prevent The New York 
Times or The Washington Post from publishing the 
Pentagon Papers.

On this date
In 1865, eight people, including Mary Surratt and 

Dr. Samuel Mudd, were convicted by a military 
commission of conspiring with John Wilkes Booth, 
the assassin of President Abraham Lincoln. (Four 
defendants, including Surratt, were executed; Mudd 
was sentenced to life in prison, but was pardoned by 
President Andrew Johnson in 1869.)

In 1934, Adolf Hitler launched his “blood purge” 
of political and military rivals in Germany in what 
came to be known as “The Night of the Long 
Knives.”

In 1963, Pope Paul VI was crowned the 262nd 
head of the Roman Catholic Church.

In 1971, a Soviet space mission ended in tragedy 
when three cosmonauts aboard Soyuz 11 were found 
dead of asphyxiation inside their capsule after it had 
returned to Earth.

In 1982, the proposed Equal Rights Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution expired, having failed to 
receive the required number of ratifications for its 
adoption, despite having its seven-year deadline 
extended by three years.

In 1994, the U.S. Figure Skating Association 
stripped Tonya Harding of the national champion-
ship and banned her for life for her role in the attack 
on rival Nancy Kerrigan.

In 1997, the Union Jack was lowered for the last 
time over Government House in Hong Kong as 
Britain prepared to hand the colony back to China at 
midnight after ruling it for 156 years.

Ten years ago
President Barack Obama talked about the econo-

my at a town hall in Racine, saying, “We got it mov-
ing again,” and that he intended to get “our debt and 
our deficits under control,” but warned he wouldn’t 
slash spending at the expense of the economic re-
bound.

Five years ago
An Indonesian Air Force transport plane crashed, 

killing more than 120 people on board and 22 on the 
ground.

One year ago
President Donald Trump and North Korea’s Kim 

Jong Un met at the heavily fortified Demilitarized 
Zone between North and South Korea, and agreed 
to revive talks on the North’s nuclear program. (A 
working-level meeting in Sweden in October would 
break down over what the North Koreans described 
as the Americans’ “old stance and attitude.”)

The Leader-Telegram strives for accuracy in all sto-
ries. But if mistakes occur, a correction will be printed. 
Contact Assistant Editor Liam Marlaire at 715-833-9215 
for assistance or email liam.marlaire@ecpc.com.

Editor’s note: Due to earlier newspaper  
deadlines, Sunday’s lottery drawings appear  

in today’s Leader-Telegram.
The winning numbers for Sunday:

SuperCash: 1-2-3-19-23-27. Doubler: Y
Daily Pick 4: midday 4-4-4-0; evening 1-4-8-1

Daily Pick 3: midday 1-4-8; evening 4-5-3
Badger 5: 7-11-24-26-31

All or Nothing: midday 1-6-8-9-11-13-16-17-20-
21-22; evening 1-3-4-5-7-11-13-14-15-17-19
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Of the county’s 218 
cases, 69 people have 
active cases and 149 have 
recovered, Giese said. 
One county resident has 
died of the virus, a person 
over 65 with underlying 
health conditions.

Eau Claire County’s 
western Wisconsin metro 
cousin to the south, La 
Crosse County, saw a 
similar scenario weeks 
earlier. Cases there began 
to balloon rapidly in early 
June.

It’s unclear if the case 
jumps in Eau Claire 
County will follow the 
other county’s lead. By 
June 17, La Crosse Coun-
ty had 173 cases of the 
virus; as of Monday, it 
had 428, according to the 
La Crosse County Health 
Department.

“La Crosse County was 
well under 100 cases a few 
weeks ago, and they’re 
now at over 400 cases,” 
Giese said. “...When the 
young and healthy get 
sick, and choose to spread 
the disease by not stay-
ing home and not getting 
tested, they’re making 
choices that impact all of 
us. We’re asking the com-
munity to lean in and say 
that we care about each 
other, and we’re going to 
slow down the spread of 
disease.”

Cause of new  
cases unclear

Giese didn’t tie the 
county’s big spikes in new 
cases to any particular 
event — including holiday 
celebrations, businesses 
reopening or recent rallies 
in western Wisconsin 
— but said “it appears 
most of our spread is 

happening because 
people aren’t following 
the (public health) order 
in Eau Claire County, or 
the public health recom-
mendations that occur in 
every county.”

People with mild 
symptoms “are choosing 
to be out and about, and 
choosing not to follow 
those public health rules,” 
she said.

Eau Claire County’s 
public health order, which 
was loosened on Friday, 
now allows up to 100 
people at indoor gather-
ings and 250 people at 
outdoor gatherings. But 
even at gatherings, the 
order dictates people still 
follow the six-foot social 
distancing rule, Giese said 
last week.

County and CDC data 
suggest that Eau Claire 
County’s weekend case 
bump isn’t directly tied to 
recent events in the Chip-
pewa Valley that drew 
hundreds: protests of the 

death of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis.

Rallies and protests 
of Floyd’s death that 
amassed hundreds of at-
tendees were held in Eau 
Claire on May 31, June 4 
and June 5, or about three 
weeks ago.

Symptoms of the virus 
typically appear two to 
14 days after exposure, 
according to the CDC.

Cases in Eau Claire 
County began increasing 
more significantly around 
June 26 (although the 
reporting of new cases 
is delayed by about one 
day, as the county is now 
sending its case data to 
the state Department of 
Health Services before re-
porting it publicly, Giese 
said last month).

Nationally, protests of 
Floyd’s death − many of 
which drew tens of thou-
sands of people outdoors 
− so far haven’t seemed to 
magnify COVID-19 out-
breaks, though experts are 

cautious to say they didn’t 
have any indirect impact, 
USA Today reported on 
June 22: Large protests 
were just as common in 
U.S. counties without 
outbreaks as counties 
that did see outbreaks, 
although experts say virus 
spread at protests could 
have been evened out by 
people who increasingly 
stayed at home.

Statewide increase
Cases are rising in par-

allel statewide. Hospital-
izations in Wisconsin are 
still well below a peak the 
state hit in early April, the 
Wisconsin State Journal 
reported, but the state’s 
seven-day new case av-
erage has risen every day 
for the last week, accord-
ing to the state Depart-
ment of Health Services.

Wisconsin reported 315 
new cases on Monday, 
just over 28,000 cases of 
the virus in total. No new 
deaths were reported 
Monday; 777 Wisconsin 
residents have died of the 
virus.

Dunn and Chippewa 
counties escaped simi-
lar spikes in cases this 
weekend.

Dunn County gained 
three new cases since 
Friday, for a total of 37, 
according to the Dunn 
County Health Depart-
ment. Eight of those are 
active cases.

In Chippewa County, 
two new cases were found 
since Friday, totaling 85 
as of Monday, said Angela 
Weideman, Chippewa 
County Public Health 
director. Twenty of those 
are active cases.

Contact: 715-833-9206, 
sarah.seifert@ecpc.com,  
@sarahaseifert on Twitter

United Fire and Res-
cue pulled him out of 
the flooded vehicle and 
a Baldwin EMS ambu-
lance transported him 
to Western Wisconsin 
Health in Baldwin. The 
county medical examiner 
pronounced Parent dead 
at the hospital.

Another Emerald 
resident, Jeff Warren, was 
one of the lucky ones who 
survived a frightening 
early morning ordeal in 
the floodwaters.

Warren’s wife, Sheila, 
said Jeff left to drive to 
his job in Minnesota at 
4:15 a.m. Monday and only 
got about a block from 
home when he drove onto 
what just looked like wet 
pavement in the driving 
rainstorm.

“It was still complete-
ly dark and he just hit 
a wall of water,” Sheila 
said, noting that the water 
came from an overflowing 
creek that is normally just 
a trickle this time of year.

Jeff was able to roll 
the driver’s side window 
down, crawl out, climb 
onto the roof of his vehi-
cle and call his wife.

“He called me and said, 
‘I need help. I’m in the 
river,’ said Sheila, who 
immediately called 911 
and then talked to her 
stranded husband via 
cellphone as he waited 
to be rescued. “At least 
he was wise enough not 
to swim. He never would 
have made it.”

Somerset rescue crews 
responded and rescued 
Jeff with a boat in an area 
that is normally a field.

“He is OK, but that was 
a close one. We realize it 
could have gone horri-
bly wrong,” said Sheila, 
estimating that only about 
7 inches of the vehicle’s 
roof was above water 
when Jeff was standing 
on it. “Thank God his car 
was stable and it wasn’t 
floating.”

Sheila said the couple 
have never seen anything 
like that level of flooding 
in 25 years of living in 

their home.
The National Weath-

er Service determined 
that some west-central 
Wisconsin communities 
received the amount of 
rain seen only once every 
10 to 25 years, said meteo-
rologist Tyler Hasenstein 
of the agency’s office in 
Chanhassen, Minnesota.

The worst of the 
thunderstorms occurred 
between 6 p.m. and 
about midnight Sunday, 
although rain continued 
into Monday, he said.

Dry soil in the region 
was able absorb quite a 
bit of water early in the 
storm but eventually 
became saturated, causing 
widespread reports of 
flash flooding of creeks, 
urban areas and low-lying 
areas, Hasenstein said.

Stretches of sever-
al roads and bridges 
were impassable after 
the storms, Klatt said. 
Though water levels had 
mostly returned to near 
normal by late Monday 
afternoon, some washed 
out sections of road still 

need to be repaired, 
including U.S. 63 north of 
Baldwin. Highway 29 near 
Spring Valley also was 
temporarily closed, ac-
cording to the Wisconsin 
Department of Transpor-
tation.

“We urge everyone to 
use extreme caution if 
you have to travel,” the 
St. Croix County Sheriff ’s 
Office said in a Facebook 
post. “Be very cautious of 
submerged roadways in 
low lying areas and blind 
corners.”

In the nearby Pierce 
County village of Ells-
worth, officials said rain 

overwhelmed many 
culverts and caused local-
ized flooding, including 
along parts of Highway 10.

Officials urged motor-
ists not to travel through 
affected areas, attempt 
to cross flooded roads or 
drive around barriers.

“If you see water over 
the road, you never know 
what’s underneath it,” 
Hasenstein said. “That’s 
why our motto is ‘Turn 
around. Don’t drown.’ “

The Associated Press 
contributed to this story.

Contact: 715-833-9209, 
eric.lindquist@ecpc.com, 
@ealscoop on Twitter
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Two EC bars have  
potential exposures

Downtown Eau Claire bars Brothers and The Pickle are 

the site of new potential COVID-19 exposure at certain 

times on June 23 and June 24, the Health Department said 

Monday.

Anyone who attended Brothers, 324 Water St., on June 

23 and June 24 from 9 p.m. to 12 p.m., or The Pickle, 

341 Water St., one June 23 and June 24 from 12 p.m. to 

2:30 a.m., should get tested if they’re also experiencing 

symptoms of the coronavirus, the Health Department said 

on its website.

Common symptoms of COVID-19 include a fever, cough, 

shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, chills, repeated 

shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat 

and a new loss of taste or smell.

It’s not the first alert of possible coronavirus exposure 

for either Brothers or The Pickle; the Health Department 

said last week there may have been exposure to the virus 

at Brothers on June 18, and at The Pickle on June 18, 19 

and 20.

For a full list of Eau Claire County businesses that have 

been alerted for possible COVID-19 exposure, visit the 

county’s website at tinyurl.com/y7fpqb48.

County, CDC data suggest jump  
not directly tied to protests
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Motorists warned not to drive on flooded roads
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St. Croix County Sheriff’s Office photo

A 70-year-old Emerald man’s van became submerged in a flooded ditch off Highway 
E on Monday morning in St. Croix County. Gary J. Parent was later declared dead by 
the county medical examiner.

Russ Rowan

“It took me

80 years

to look this

GOOD!”


