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» Willow River State 
Park dam progressing
Project is projected to be com-
pleted by end of 2019. Page 3A

» Prisoner moved  
out of Wisconsin
No details released on change 
for Jayme Closs kidnapper. 
Page 3A

Tomorrow
Children’s 
Theatre’s ‘Peter 
Pan’ to take flight
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By Todd Richmond
Associated Press

MADISON — Democrat-
ic lawmakers on Tuesday 
worked to generate momen-
tum for a bill calling for civil 
servants to draw legislative 
district boundaries, insisting 
it’s the right time to pass the 
measure after the U.S. Su-
preme Court killed a lawsuit 
challenging Wisconsin’s Re-
publican-drawn boundaries.

The measure faces major 
obstacles given that the 
GOP controls both the state 
Senate and Assembly.

The Legislature currently 
draws district boundaries 
after every U.S. census to 
reflect population changes 
and the governor approves 
them. Then-Gov. Scott 
Walker signed off on lines 
Republicans drew in 2011 to 
consolidate their supporters 
and spread out Democratic 
voters. 

State Dems 
push new 

redistricting 
proposal
Bill calls for 
nonpartisan 

bureau to draw 
boundaries

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

When Eau Claire native 
Michael Koch’s husband 
encouraged him to fly to Los 
Angeles for a casting call 
on ABC’s new competitive 
miniature golf show “Holey 
Moley,” Koch almost backed 
out.

“My husband kind of forced 
me to go,” Koch remembered. 
“He said, ‘Who knows what 
it’s going to be?’”

That final push earned the 
Memorial High School grad-
uate a spot on Holey Moley, 
a colorful mini golf obstacle 
course competition that Koch 
compared to “something out 
of Willy Wonka.”

Koch, now a healthcare 
administrator living in San 
Francisco, competed in the 
show’s fourth of 10 episodes, 
which is slated to air at 7 p.m. 
Thursday on ABC. The epi-
sode will be available Friday 
on ABC.com and the Hulu 
subscription service, accord-
ing to ABC.

In each episode, 12 mini 
golfers are pitted against each 
other in one-on-one match-
ups. Competitors must navi-
gate a larger-than-life obsta-

cle course — giant windmills, 
a zipline and ice slides — and 
make the most accurate putt 
to win the hole.

The prize is $25,000 and a 
golden putter trophy, but a 
“coveted” green plaid Holey 
Moley jacket gets top billing, 
according to ABC.

“I ended up submitting a 
silly video, I guess you could 
say (in November 2018),” Koch 
said. “At that time, I really 
didn’t have any information 
about the show. But being on 
a game show has always been 
on my bucket list.”

Two weeks later, Koch got 
a phone call asking him to fly 
to Los Angeles for an audi-
tion; in April, after earning a 
spot on the show, he began 

five nights of filming in Los 
Angeles.

“We filmed all night, from 
8 p.m. to 6 a.m.,” Koch said. 
“We were thinking this is 
some small game show, and 
we get there and it’s com-
pletely, unbelievably big. 
It was like a miniature golf 
course on steroids.”

Executive produced by 
NBA star Steph Curry, 
described as the show’s 
“resident golf pro,” Holey 
Moley hosts also include TV 
personality Jeannie Mai as a 
sideline correspondent and 
commentary from actor-co-
median Rob Riggle and Mon-
day Night Football commen-
tator Joe Tessitore.

PUTTING WITH 
THE STARS

EC native to 
compete on  

mini golf show 
‘Holey Moley’

Eric McCandless/ABC

In an episode of mini golf reality show “Holey Moley,” Eau Claire native Michael Koch, left, and Charlie Harris compete on an 
obstacle course.

By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

Altoona officials were sur-
prised when a veterans group 
approached them about hosting 
a $2.2 million project that had 
been planned for Eau Claire, but 
the tribute to those who served 
is already viewed as a good ad-
dition to River Prairie Park.

Leaders of the Eau Claire 
County Veterans Foundation 
met last week with the Altoona 
City Council, according to 
Councilman Dale Stuber, to give 
their pitch to weave their tribute 
trail into the city’s development 
along U.S. 53.

“I think it will be a good fit,” 
Stuber said. “It should draw a 
lot of people to the park because 
of the veterans memorial tribute 
being there.”

The park already has a me-
andering stream, a playground, 
amphitheater, smaller spaces 
for gatherings, a pond, a canoe 
launch on the Eau Claire River 
and the city’s parks and recre-
ation offices.

“The big thing for the vet-
erans was we already had the 
parking, infrastructure and trails 
there,” Stuber said.

The foundation’s Monday 
letter announcing their project’s 
change in location noted how 
River Prairie’s existing features 
meant they could focus more 
of their budget on monuments, 
a gathering space and other 
elements to honor veterans and 

educate the public about local 
people who have served in the 
military.

In Eau Claire, the veterans 
group’s plans included a paved 
trail, lighting, a restroom build-
ing and a parking lot — features 
that would’ve upgraded land 
along Forest Street from what 
the city calls a “special area” 
into a full-fledged community 
park.

Contention over naming 
the city-owned land along the 
Chippewa River brewed in 
recent weeks and spurred the 
veterans group to mull alternate 
locations.

In March, the foundation 
applied to the city to change 
the name of the Forest Street 
Special Area to Veterans Tribute 
Park. However, as a decision 
neared on renaming the 16.8 

acres of city-owned land, 
opposition arose from groups 
that had been using parts of 
the property and would remain 
there alongside the veterans 
trail. Members of the Forest 
Street Community Gardens and 
North River Fronts Neighbor-
hood Association spoke against 
the proposed park name at pub-
lic hearings in June and earlier 
this month.

A city commission voted 7-3 
against the name change on 
June 26 and urged the veter-
ans foundation to meet with 
other park user groups. After a 
lengthy public hearing on July 
8 in front of the Eau Claire City 
Council, the foundation request-
ed two weeks to “explore all of 
our options,” to which the city 
complied. 

Project adds to River Prairie
Altoona officials 

excited for 
veterans tribute

See VETERANS  Page 2A

See REDISTRICTING  Page 2A

See HOLEY  Page 2A
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FIRST THREE MONTHS.*
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