
Thursday • November 19, 2020 $1.50

LEADER-TELEGRAM
Facebook.com/Leader.Telegram

Twitter.com/LeaderTelegram

» 
eau CLaIre aNd The ChIPPeWa vaLLey’s LeadING NeWs sourCe sINCe 1881

58/34 PAGE 10A

LEADERTELEGRAM.COM
volume 50 • Number 136 • 2 sections • 20 pages «

SPORTS • Blair-Taylor seniors, winless as freshmen, on cusp of unbeaten football season/1B

YOUR REGION • Chippewa County had 708 cases, 10 deaths from COVID-19 in past week/3A

INDEX
aces bridge ............................8b
business ...............................10a
Classifieds ..............................7b
Comics ....................................6b
Crosswords ......................5b, 8b
horoscope ..............................5b
obituaries ............................. 4a
opinion ...................................8a
Public notices .........................8b
Puzzles ...................................5b
region ....................................3a
religion ..................................9b
sports .....................................1b
sudoku....................................5b
dear abby ..............................5b
Weather ................................10a
Wonderword ..........................8b

» Better than expected
Eau Claire County could have 
slight surplus this year.  
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TOMORROW

Latest CovId-19 
numbers in eau 
Claire County
» To get the newspaper and eEdition: 
   LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
President Donald Trump 
filed Wednesday for a 
recount of Wisconsin’s two 
most Democratic counties, 
paying the required $3 mil-
lion cost.

The recounts in Mil-
waukee and Dane coun-
ties could begin as soon 
as Thursday and must be 
done by Dec. 1. Democrat 
Joe Biden received 577,455 
votes in those two counties 
compared with 213,157 for 
Trump. Biden won state-
wide by 20,608 votes, based 
on canvassed results sub-
mitted by the counties.

“The official canvass re-
sults reaffirmed Joe Biden’s 
clear and resounding win in 
Wisconsin after Wisconsin 
voters turned out to cast 
their ballots in record num-
bers,” said Biden campaign 
spokesman Nate Evans. “A 
cherry-picked and selective 
recounting of Milwaukee 
and Dane County will not 
change these results.”

Trump pays 
$3m for 

recount of  
2 counties

By Sarah Seifert

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — After the 
Eau Claire school district 
announced last week it would 
move to all-virtual classes after 
Thanksgiving, the largest Wis-
consin teachers union is calling 
on the Wisconsin Department 
of Health Services to set specif-
ic benchmarks for all Wisconsin 
schools to know when they can 
move to face-to-face classes.

“While there have been 
statewide restrictions, no 
comprehensive action has been 
prescribed for our schools,” 
said Ron Martin, a longtime Eau 
Claire eighth grade teacher and 
president of the Wisconsin Edu-
cation Association Council.

At a Tuesday press briefing, 
Martin said 90% of teachers 
surveyed by WEAC said they 
were in favor of the DHS en-

forcing statewide gating criteria 
before returning to in-person 
classes.

A letter from WEAC 
to DHS last week said 
the agency was sending 
“a perilous mixed mes-
sage with its position on 
schools.”

The DHS and Wis-
consin Department of 
Public Instruction have 
both put out recommen-
dations for school districts, and 
in August DHS pointed districts 
to a risk assessment tool to 
decide how classes should look 
this fall.

But the agency has not issued 
an order — or mandated bench-
marks — dictating when school 
districts should shut down 
in-person classes.

Instead, it’s left the final deci-
sion in the hands of individual 
school boards and officials.

In its letter last week, WEAC 
argued that DHS has the au-
thority to close schools, and 
therefore can set benchmarks 
for closing and reopening.

“This lack of binding guid-

ance has resulted in dangerous-
ly inconsistent approaches by 
local health departments and 

school districts and has 
led to confusion, unpre-
dictability and discord 
in local communities,” 
WEAC said in the letter.

Schools in the Chippe-
wa Valley have also taken 
varying approaches to 
reopening this fall. Some 
began holding in-person 

classes five days per week; other 
neighboring districts divided stu-
dents into cohorts for two days 
of in-person classes each week.

The Eau Claire school district 
this fall created a transition plan 
for moving between face-to-face 
and virtual learning. But as of 
Oct. 5, the district’s public plan 
does not include specific case 
number benchmarks.

The Eau Claire district said 
it plans to consult with the 
Eau Claire City-County Health 
Department, Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Public Instruction and 
DHS when making a decision 
to move to virtual or in-person 
learning.

Last week the district an-
nounced it would move to 
all-virtual classes after Thanks-
giving and at least through Dec. 
8. That choice came not because 
of rising cases in the county, but 
rather that many teachers and 
staff were quarantined, making 
it difficult to staff schools, offi-
cials said Monday.

Last week, 95 staffers and 
816 students were in quaran-
tine, according to the district’s 
COVID-19 dashboard. Fifteen 
staffers tested positive for the 
virus last week, as well as 42 
students.

Local investigations
Eau Claire school district offi-

cials have said COVID-19 spread 
is not happening person-to-per-
son within school buildings due 
to socially distanced classrooms 
and a face mask requirement.

Early national research seems 
to indicate that schools are not 
transmission hotspots if they 
use careful precautions and 
virus spread within the commu-
nity is low.

Teachers union calls for statewide benchmarks
Group wants state 

to issue school 
reopening rules
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By Eric Lindquist
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E
AU CLAIRE — Wisconsin’s deer 
hunting tradition, like so many 
other aspects of life, will be dif-

ferent in 2020.
At least that’s the hope of public 

health and natural resources officials 
with the state’s annual nine-day gun 
deer season about to start amid a surge 
in the COVID-19 pandemic.

With the season set to kick off on 
Saturday, hunters are being asked to 
follow COVID-19 safety protocols even 
as they stalk their trophy bucks.

“We want everyone to get out and 
enjoy the season,” said Kris Johansen, 
regional wildlife management supervi-
sor for the state Department of Natural 
Resources. “But just as we’ve grown ac-
customed to this year with everything 
being different, deer season is going to 
have a little different flavor this year.”

Yes, that means hunters, just like ev-
eryone else in Wisconsin, are urged to 
wear masks when they are near other 
people, keep 6 feet away from others, 

wash their hands frequently and avoid 
gathering with individuals from outside 
their households.

While those safety measures 
shouldn’t pose a problem for hunters 
while they are out in the woods, the 
challenge could come between hunting 
sessions.

That’s when many hunters tradition-
ally retreat to deer camps, where they 
gather in close quarters to share food 
and drink, swap stories and make mem-
ories. Unfortunately, this year that’s 
also when officials say hunters could be 
most at risk of contracting or spreading 
the coronavirus.

“The deer hunting season is proceed-
ing as normal, but we’re reminding 
hunters that COVID-19 is at the fore-
front and asking them to do their part 
to stop the spread,” Johansen said.

After seeing nearly 3,800 people sick-
ened and 42 die from COVID-19 in just 
her county, Chippewa County Public 
Health Director Angela Weideman is 
extremely concerned that deer hunting 
could make a bad situation worse.

Deer hunters urged to follow safety protocols,  
stay close to home during COVID-19 pandemic

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Rick Forster, left, and Sean McCarthy, both of Eau Claire, head out of the woods after deer hunting near Carryville in 2011. This 
year the state Department of Natural Resources is asking hunters to stay 6 feet away from others and follow other safety practic-
es while hunting or back at deer camps.
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Hunters will be stalking deer as usual 
during the state’s nine-day gun deer 
season beginning Saturday, but public 
health and natural resources officials 
are urging hunters to follow COVID-19 
safety protocols this year. This buck 
was spotted in the town of Seymour in 
November 2017.See HUNTERS  Page 2A
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