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» Pablo Center 
announces lineup
Broadway musical, 
rescheduled ‘Stomp’ on 
schedule. Page 3A

» Task force to address 
police transparency
Current, new practices outlined 
in city’s message. Page 3A
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

Eau Claire County resi-
dents are coming in closer 
contact with more people, 
meaning more work for 
contact tracers as the novel 
coronavirus continues to 
sicken people in Wisconsin.

For each new case of the 
virus in Eau Claire County, 
the Eau Claire City-Coun-
ty Health Department has 
contacted an average of nine 
additional people who may 
have been exposed, accord-
ing to a county status report 
released last week.

The average number of 
close contacts for new coro-
navirus cases in the last 14 
days is 9.4 people, according 
to the report.

That means the average 
Eau Claire County resi-
dent who tests positive for 
COVID-19 and begins their 
quarantine has been in close 
contact with, on average, 
nine people during the two 
weeks prior.

After a phone call from the 
Health Department, those 
nine people are required 
to stay quarantined for two 
weeks, waiting to see if they 
develop symptoms.

new 
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County’s social 
distancing is 
dropping off

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

As a World War II 
veteran, Harold “Diz” 
Kronenberg had 

a front row seat to one of 
the key moments in world 
history.

From hearing the initial 
radio report about the Pearl 
Harbor attack to flying 41 
death-defying missions over 
Europe as a ball turret gunner 
on a B-17 Flying Fortress, Kro-
nenberg lived through one of 
the deadliest wars in record-
ed history and devoted much 
of his life to teaching others 
about the contributions of 
U.S. veterans.

But that was only part of 
Kronenberg’s story. He also 
was a beloved junior high 
social studies teacher, an 
author and one of Eau Claire’s 
greatest all-around athletes.

Despite all of the honors 

he amassed in a decorated 
military and athletic career, 
friends recall Kronenberg, 
who died Saturday in Eau 
Claire at age 95, most of all as 
a caring person who loved to 
help other people.

“Diz had a long and won-
derful life,” said retired Eau 
Claire County Judge Ben 
Proctor, who befriended Kro-
nenberg more than 30 years 
ago at the former Hillcrest 
Golf and Country Club. “He 
was just a fabulous, fabulous 
guy. I can’t imagine anyone 
better.”

Eau Claire insurance 
agent and former Wisconsin 
Badgers quarterback Gregg 
Bohlig was a junior high 
student when he met Kro-
nenberg, who ranks as one 
of Bohlig’s favorite teachers 
at any level because of his 
passion for the subject matter 
and his motivational style. For 
the past several decades, the 

teacher has been one of the 
student’s closest friends.

“We had a wonderful rela-
tionship,” Bohlig said. “Diz 
had dozens of people who 
loved spending time with 
him, and I was just one of 
those lucky ones.”

After putting his life on the 
line for his country, teaching 
for 33 years and excelling at 
nearly every sport imagin-
able for decades, few people 
deserved a restful retirement 
more than Kronenberg.

LIFE STORY

LOCAL LEGEND
‘Diz’ Kronenberg leaves legacy as WWII hero, athlete, teacher 

Staff file photo

World War II veteran Harold “Diz” Kronenberg, who was a 
teacher, coach, author and one of the best athletes in Eau Claire 
history, died Saturday at age 95.

Staff file photo

World War II veteran Harold “Diz” Kronenberg in 2014 holds 
some of the hundreds of letters and postcards he sent to his 
girlfriend and eventual wife, Marjorie Sippel, during the war. 
The letters were donated to the Wisconsin Historical Society.

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Supreme Court ruled Monday 
that a landmark civil rights law 
protects gay, lesbian and trans-
gender people from discrimina-
tion in employment, a resound-
ing victory for LGBT rights 
from a conservative court.

The court decided by a 6-3 
vote that a key provision of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
known as Title VII that bars job 
discrimination because of sex, 
among other reasons, encom-
passes bias against people be-
cause of their sexual orientation 
or gender identity.

“An employer who fires an 
individual for being homosexual 
or transgender fires that person 
for traits or actions it would not 
have questioned in members 
of a different sex,” Justice Neil 
Gorsuch wrote for the court. 

“Sex plays a necessary and un-
disguisable role in the decision, 
exactly what Title VII forbids.”

The decision was a defeat 
not just for the employers, but 
also the Trump administration, 
which argued that the law’s 
plain wording compelled a 
ruling for the employers. Gor-
such, a conservative appointee 
of President Donald Trump, 
concluded the opposite, and 

Trump said Monday he accept-
ed the court’s “very powerful 
decision.”

Gorsuch was joined in the 
majority by Chief Justice John 
Roberts and the court’s four 
liberal members. Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh, Trump’s other 
Supreme Court pick, dissented, 
along with Justices Samuel Alito 
and Clarence Thomas.

“The Court tries to convince 

readers that it is merely en-
forcing the terms of the statute, 
but that is preposterous,” Alito 
wrote in the dissent. “Even as 
understood today, the concept 
of discrimination because of 
‘sex’ is different from discrimi-
nation because of ‘sexual orien-
tation’ or ‘gender identity.‘”

Kavanaugh wrote in a sepa-
rate dissent that the court was 
rewriting the law to include 
gender identity and sexual 
orientation, a job that belongs 
to Congress. Still, Kavanaugh 
said the decision represents an 
“important victory achieved 
today by gay and lesbian 
Americans.”

Trump had a restrained 
reaction, telling reporters that 
he’d read the decision and that 
“some people were surprised.”

He added: “But they’ve ruled 
and we live with their decision. 
That’s what it’s all about. We 
live with the decision of the Su-
preme Court. Very powerful. A 
very powerful decision actually. 
But they have so ruled.”

Gay, transgender workers protected by law
Trump says he’s 
accepting what 
he calls a ‘very 

powerful decision’

Associated Press

In this Oct. 8, 2019, file photo, supporters of LGBTQ rights hold plac-
ards in front of the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington.
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