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BLOOMER VOLLEYBALL’S KLIMA WON’T LET 
CYSTIC FIBROSIS KEEP HER OFF THE FLOOR

MORE INSIDE
• Stanley-Boyd grad Ponick making impact 

with UW-Whitewater football
• Local equestrian teams at Chi-Hi and 
Memorial riding confidence to success
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By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

Five years after 
unveiling plans for 
a major event and 

recreation center, UW-
Eau Claire officials plan 
to begin moving dirt this 
month.

Preparation of the 21-acre site along 
Menomonie Street will pave the 
way for construction of the planned 
244,000-square-foot Sonnentag Event 
and Recreation Complex to begin next 
summer, Chancellor James Schmidt told 
the Leader-Telegram on Tuesday. The 
land was part of a $10 million donation 
to Blugold Real Estate Foundation in 
2014 by UW-Eau Claire alumni John 
and Carolyn Sonnentag, owners of the 
County Materials Corp. plant that previ-
ously occupied the site.

Plans call for the proposed $90 
million to $100 million complex to 
include an athletics and recreation 
facility that would replace UW-Eau 
Claire’s 68-year-old Zorn Arena, a new 
Eau Claire YMCA and a sports medi-
cine center operated by Mayo Clinic 
Health System. The ownership model 
would be a public-private partnership, 
much like at the Pablo Center at the 

Confluence, which opened downtown 
in 2018.

“Like Pablo, we all get something 
more than we would have gotten if we’d 
done it alone,” Schmidt said.

The 97,000-square-foot UW-Eau 
Claire event facility, which would host 
Blugolds men’s and women’s basketball 
games and other large gatherings, is 
envisioned to have a seating capacity 
of 4,100, which is 20 percent more than 
the 3,400 maximum at Zorn Arena but 
significantly smaller than the target of 
7,500 to 8,000 people discussed when 
the concept was first announced in 
August 2014.

The capacity would be about 3,300 for 

a sporting event without the 800 seats 
that can be placed on the main floor.

The scaled-down vision is the result 
of the “painful” process of assessing 
needs and ensuring the complex is 
affordable to build and operate, Schmidt 
said, adding that officials are still work-
ing to bring costs down.

The university is aiming to fund its 
portion, estimated at $40 million to $45 
million, completely through philan-
thropic donations.

“Our goal is to have 100 percent of the 
capital costs covered up front,” Schmidt 
said, expressing confidence in their abil-
ity to hit that fundraising target.

ready tO rOLL
UW-Eau Claire moving forward with plans for event complex

UW-Eau Claire Communications

UW-Eau Claire officials unveiled a conceptual rendering Tuesday of the latest plans for the Sonnentag Event and Recreation 
Complex between Menomonie Street and the Chippewa River.

UW-Eau Claire Communications

Mayo Clinic Health System plans to conduct research and offer sports medicine 
services and performance training in its portion of the proposed Sonnentag Event 
and Recreation Complex.

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

Paying for Eau Claire city 
government is going to cost 
about $23 more for the aver-
age homeowner next year, 
based on a proposal for the 
2020 city budget.

The city’s portion of 
the property tax bill on a 
$174,000 house will rise to 
$1,422 under next year’s 
spending plan proposed by 
City Manager Dale Peters.

“This is a budget that was 
a challenge,” Peters said.

In mid-August, city leaders 
announced they were facing 
a nearly $1 million shortfall in 
the first steps of developing 
their budget. A combination 
of revenue estimates com-
ing in better than initially 
expected and department di-
rectors taking a hard look at 
places to cut in their budgets 
got that gap down to $0.

“It’s possible because the 
department directors made 
this possible,” Peters said 
during a Tuesday evening 
budget work session with 
the City Council.

Budget 
proposal 
released

Tax bill to  
rise $23 on 

average home
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By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

Eau Claire motorists 
will need to pay close 
attention to which side of 
the street they park their 
cars at night, starting on 
Nov. 1.

Expecting it will 
improve safety in win-
tertime, the city has 

switched back to its old 
alternate-side parking 
rules that require people 
to only park along one 
side of streets from 
midnight to 7 a.m. for six 
months of the year.

“As a City Council, we 
need to keep this com-
munity safe,” Council-
man John Lor said.

Changing the winter 
parking rules will allow 
plows to better clear 
snow off streets to their 
full width, ensuring that 
firetrucks and ambulanc-
es will be able to get to 
people’s homes when 
there’s an emergency, he 
said.

The council voted 
8-1 — council members 
Laura Benjamin and 
David Klinkhammer 

were absent — during 
its Tuesday afternoon 
meeting to revert back to 
winter parking rules that 

had been in place until 
the city changed them in 
fall 2015.

Councilwoman Cath-
erine Emmanuelle voted 
four years ago for the 
policy of only requiring 
alternate-side parking af-
ter snowstorms because 
she said it seemed like 
common sense at the 
time. But in practice, she 
said, people appeared to 
have trouble following 
the rules because they 
were not always in effect.

“What overrides 
common sense is human 
nature,” she said.

city returns to old winter parking rules
Increased 

safety cited 
in decision 

for 6-month 
enforcement

Contributed photo

An Eau Claire firetruck drives last winter on a neigh-
borhood street narrowed by snowbanks that couldn’t 
be pushed back while vehicles were parked on both 
sides of the street.

See PARKING  Page 5A


