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A life of service, dignity

By Michael Graczyk

Associated Press

HOUSTON — He was 
the man who sought 
a “kinder, and gentler 
nation,” and the one who 
sternly invited Ameri-
cans to read his lips — he 
would not raise taxes. He 
was the popular leader of 
a mighty coalition that dis-
lodged Iraq from Kuwait, 
and was turned out of the 

presidency after a single 
term. Blue-blooded and 
genteel, he was elected in 
one of the nastiest cam-
paigns in recent history.

George Herbert Walker 
Bush was many things, 

including only the second 
American to see his son 
follow him into the nation’s 
highest office. But more 
than anything else, he was 
a believer in government 
service. Few men or wom-
en have served America in 
more capacities than the 
man known as “Poppy.”

“There is no higher hon-
or than to serve free men 

No ideologue, ‘Poppy’ Bush tried 
to do his best for his country

President-elect 
George H.W. 
Bush and his wife, 
Barbara, wave 
to supporters in 
Houston after 
winning the pres-
idential election 
in November 
1988. The former 
president died 
late Friday. He 
was 94.
Associated Press
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‘We’re 
done’

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

e
ric Mikelson’s family has 
been farming the same 
patch of land in Buffalo 
County for six genera-

tions, and he would like to keep 
the tradition going.

But persistently depressed 
livestock prices make it look 
increasingly likely he will be the 
end of the line.

While Mikelson, 42, enjoys the 
farming way of life, economic 
conditions forced him to sell his 
cows three years ago and transi-
tion to raising beef cattle. When 
the numbers still didn’t add up, 
he filed Chapter 12 bankruptcy 
last December.

“It’s a very tough time for farm-
ers,” said Mikelson, who still has 
about 70 steers after selling half 
of his herd to make ends meet. 
“Farms my size, we’re done.”

The financial strain afflicting 
farms was evident in a report 
released last week by the Federal 

Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 
showing that Chapter 12 farm 
bankruptcies are on the rise in 
the Midwest, especially in Amer-
ica’s Dairyland.

The report indicated that 84 
farm operations in Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, Montana, North Da-

kota and South Dakota had filed 
for Chapter 12 in the year ending 
June 30, more than twice the 
number from four years earlier 
when the bankruptcy rate started 
a steady climb. About 60 percent 
of those bankruptcies were filed 
in Wisconsin.

Dairy herds down sharply
Bankruptcy filings were partic-

ularly high among dairy farms in 
Wisconsin, where the number of 
licensed dairy herds totaled 8,217 
in November, down 1,143, or 12 
percent, from two years earlier 
and just over half the level in 
2003, according to the state De-
partment of Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection.

“Though the state is the coun-
try’s No. 2 milk producer, it still 
has many small farms, which 
tend to be more exposed to 
large price fluctuations,” Ronald 
Wirtz, director of regional out-
reach for the Federal Reserve’s 
9th District, based in Minneapo-
lis, wrote in the report.

The report highlighted a key 
difference between Wisconsin 
and the nation’s top dairy-produc-
ing state: The average dairy herd 
in Wisconsin is 153 cows, com-
pared with 1,300 in California.

Economic conditions driving more Wisconsin farmers into bankruptcy

Sixth-generation farmer Eric Mikelson of Buffalo County 
walks Friday through the now-empty barn his grandfather 
built in 1953. Mikelson, who filed for Chapter 12 bankruptcy 
on the rural Nelson farm last December, is part of a rising 
tide of farm bankruptcies in the region. View more photos at 
LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
Staff photos by Dan Reiland

Mikelson feeds the calves Friday. He started raising beef cattle three 
years ago after selling off his dairy cows.

Salaried workers beware: 
GM cuts are a warning

By Tom Krisher 
and Josh Boak

AP Business Writers

DETROIT — For gener-
ations, the career path for 
smart kids around Detroit 
was to get an engineering 
or business degree and get 
hired by an automaker or 
parts supplier.

If you worked hard and 
didn’t screw up, you had 
a job for life with enough 
money to raise a family, 
take vacations and buy a 
weekend cottage in north-

ern Michigan.
Now that once-reliable 

route to prosperity appears 
to be vanishing, as evi-
denced by General Motors’ 
announcement last week 
that it plans to shed 8,000 
white-collar jobs on top of 
6,000 blue-collar ones.

It was a humbling warn-
ing that in this era of rapid 
and disruptive technolog-
ical change, those with a 
college education are not 
necessarily insulated from 

Greater 
percentage 
of white-

collar 
jobs have 
been lost 
in recent 
years in 

metro areas
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